
MARCH 
ON WASHINGTON 

In the name of freedom, America is mutilating Viet­
nam. In the name of peace, America turns that fertile 
country into a wasteland. And in the name of democracy, 
America is burying its own dreams and suffocating its own 
potential. 

Americans who can understand why the Negroes of 
Watts can rebel should understand too why Vietnamese can 

rebel. And those who know the American South and the 

grinding poverty of our Northern cities should understand 

that our real problems lie not in Vietnam but at home -

that the fight we seek is not with Communism but with 

the social desperation that makes good men violent, both 

here and abroad. 

THE WAR MUST B:E STO'PPE:D 
Our aim in Vietnam is the same as our aim in the 

United States: that eligarchic rule and privileged power 
be replaced by popular democracy where the people make 
the- decisions which affect their llves and share in. the 
abundance and opportunity that modern technology makes 
possible. This is the only solution for Vietnam in which 
Americans can find honor and take pride. Perhaps the 
war has already so embittered and devastated the Viet­
namese that that ideal will require years of rebuilding. 
But the war cannot achieve it, nor can American military 

presence, nor our support of repressive unrepresentative 
governments. 

The war must be stopped. There must be an imme­
diate cease fire and demobilization in South Vietnam. There 
must be a withdrawal of American troops. Political am­
nesty must be guaranteed. :All agreements must be rati­
fied by the partisans of the "other side" - the Nati(mal 
Liberation Front and North Vietnam. 

We must not deceive ourselves: a negotiated agree­
ment cannot guarantee democracy. Only the Vietnamese 
have the right of nationhood to make their government 
democratic or not, free or not, neutral or not. It is not 
America's role to deny them the chance to be what they 
will make of themselves. That chance grows more remote 

with every American bomb that explodes In a Vietnamese 
village. 

But our hopes extend not only to Vietnam. Our chance 
is the first in a generation to organize the powerless and 
the voiceless at home to' confront America with its racial 
injustice, its apathy, and its poverty, and with that same 
vision we dream for Vietnam: a vision of a society in which 
all can control their own destinies. 

We are convinced that the only way to stop this and 
future wars is to organize a domestic social movement 
which challenges the very legitimacy of our foreign policy; 
this movement must also fight to end racism, to end the 
paternalism of our welfare system, to guarantee decent in­
comes for all, and to supplant the authoritarian control of 
our universities with a community of scholars. 

This movement showed its potential when 25,000 people 
- students, the poverty-stricken, ministers, faculty, union­
ists, and others - marched on Washington last April. This 
movement must now show its force. SDS urges everyone 
who believes that our wannaking must be ended and our 
democracy-building must begin, to Join In a March on 
Washington on November 27, at 11 a.m. In front of the 
White House. 
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