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This is what happened on Liberty.

Street at 147 ana 151. Fivet of all
it ztarted off with holding the rent
back until Bert moved out, and then
the other families in the bullding
decided they would hold the rent back
until they-fixed up the apartnent,
Gut-of 10 families nine of thea off-
ered 535 and one offered $30. On
August 2nd Mr. Levine came by for the
rent, We all met in Apartment 2,
beczuse that's his first stop when

he comes into the building. Ve told
him that we were giving him 35 for
those who had 4 rooms for the whole
month, and oue willl be giving him

%30 a month. We offered him 35, but
he would not accept it. He sadd he
could accept it for two weeks, and
we did not agree with that. Then he
turned around and asked Joe what he
think about it, and he sald no. Then
he turned around and asked Eddie,

and Brian and John (from the Hill
Neighborhood Union) who were they
from CPI(the local war on povertyﬁ.
They told him no, they were not from
CPI, and Brian spoke up and asked
why. ' Not that it make any difference
to him, Levine said. 4nd he asked
Mrs. Reed was she going along with
it, and she sald yes, we have to
stick together. He said he would
have to go back to the office to

find out what the boss said, and he
would be back in a few minutes.

The time we saw him was about 2,
and he didn't come back until August
3rd about 1:30. Vhen he came, my
mother left the door open in order
for him to ggs‘thc peoples 1in the
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apartment so he would know we were

waiting on him. He run by the door.
de attended several other apartments
in the building and he came up to the
third floor to Mrs, Taylor's. He came
in for the first time and shut the
door and went through her house and
he wanted to know who was the two
guys following hin. In the words
that he said, "#hat in the hell did
they want out of me?" She told him
about the sockets inm her apartment
wasn't working. He told her to give
him a 1little time and he'd have ever-
ything fized up, all the apartuents
fixed by next week. Then he asked
her did she attend to all the neetings
and she said no, butthe times she
migssed a2t the meetings her sister was
there for her. He asked her did she
sign up with them, and she s2id no,
her hushand. He bhegged her mnot to
sign up with them. Sweat was popping
off his face as big as your thumb--
and scared stiff,

He goes on dowm and he talks to
Mrs. Gatting, and he asked her, "What
in the hell are those damn people '
trying to do to me?" She said she
didn't know, she didn't go to any of
the meetings. He cane back upstalrs’
to go in Apartment 14, the Dawsoun
apartment, and He run into Mrs.
Taylor again, and she asked him if
he stop dowastafrs in Apartment 2.
de said no, he 'didn't want to see
those damn people again. Ihen he
come back down the steps he pass by
ny mother's door again, he ran out
side. Tden he goes down to Primce
Street, and he stand and lcok back
up this way and my daughter was goling
) “ (continued next page) :
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down Lo Prlnce Street, and he stand
and look back up this way and ny
daughter was goiung down the street
toward Prince Street. I went after
her, and he saw me coming and ran to
his car. He also said that we don't
have good sense,.

He s=2id when we was down south we
lived in = worser house than this,
and I told him we did not. All the
things wroug put together in this
house, we didn't have wrong in the

south, At least it wasn't snowing
in the windows. I told hinm we wasn't
in tho south, we came to the north to

make it better But from the way it
looks 1t isn t better, so far,

The mayor's office called lirs.
Reed and said we would get a letter.
The inspectors also came, and they
sald we need a new building,

e are tinking about picketing
his office and hone and Gold and Gold
office and home. Lveryone who thinks
this is a good idea, jJoin in and
help us picket Wednesday 'and Thuns-
day. Tne more pecople the better 1t
is. We feel that we are no buams,
why should we live 1n a slun.

does the city help P [oer peojle

~=by Brian G

This Wednesday for the first.time
in the history of Ilew Haven a slum
landlord was convicted for violating
the city housing code. Bernard
Weinstein pleaded guilty to 3 charges
of violationg in the building he
owns at 192 Washington. The law says
Weinstein could have been fined ;50
or jailed 30 days for each dax each
of the viclatious existed.
course, he was not sent to 3111. He
had to pay only ;150 in fines. And
#3100 of that was given back to him
because he promised to evict the
rest of the tenants who live in the
building. In effect, the clty is
paying this landlord ;100 to put
his tenants in the street. They say
this is because people shouldn't
have to live in such terrible condi=-
tions. But where will the tenants
move? Almost certainly they'll have
to go to another slua building.

The %50 the landlord had to pay
probably isn't even half-a-months P
rent from one of his tenants. Re-
pairing his building certanly
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would cost 100 or 200 times the 50
Weinstein was fined. 50 2 year is
a drop in the bucket to pay for
breaking a bunch of laws every day
without anybody doing anything about
it. When the city is that soft on
criminals, no landlord in his right
mind will bother to fix anything in
his building. That's why the tenants
at 147-151 Liberty are refusing to
pay their landlord more thau their
anﬂrtments really are worth. 4&nd
that's why they and the Hill Neigh=-
borhood Union are picketing their
landlord next week.

want 1o, ralk fo sthe people

I've been before Division of
Neighborhood Improvement and spoke
to them about my house and they didn't
seem to do anything. I've a2lso been
before the mayor and nothing have been
did about it., I've alsoc had the in-
spectors over--five to 10 inspectors
over there. I've got leaks in two
bathrooms, 1 upstairs and 1 downstairs,
and seems as though they go down °
theres and talks to Jimmy the Gyp and
nothing happen although they bheen to
court 5 time already and nothing has
about it.

My wife fell and brok her 2 pelvic
bones and her neck because of the
condition of the house, She's alling,
but I mean she can't even do her own
house work. Inspectors come down and
see the house and they haven't made
theu do anything yet, And also uy

daughter was walking scross the floor

upstairs and she fell through the

floor and she also broke her leg.

And nothing has beeun did about the
house het, What are they waiting

for? Someone to get killed in the

house before they do anyting?

Also from Six Cormer Intersection
dovm Columbus Avenue scem tobe a
freeway, The cops be setting in
Jimmy the Gyp's office when these
race drivers pass and they don't say
anytying to them about it, I've seen
it myself. Ve hawe asked for patrol-

men to patrol Columbus Avenue and no
Wody secm to have make a move yet.

What are wewaiting for? Ouyr kids to
get kllled by oue of these maniacs?
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As many of you know who were at
the first public meeting of the Per-
alta Improvement Leapgue(PIL), it was
decided that our tenant organization
should continue, even after the fence
issue is all over, There are many
problems here at Peralta Villa which
we can solve fo:.r ourselves 1f we
band together. Indivicduals can com-
plain about something, but the only
way to be heard is to organize.

PIL belicves that tenaunts in low-
cost housing are people, just like
anybody else. ie don't lose any of
our human rights because we live 1n
Housing., In America we are guaranteed
these rights. But there are always
thosepho try -to take our vights away
from us. Do you waant Public Housiug,
or do you want o Concentration Camp?

FRIEDOM WOWi

411 over American people are fight-
ing for Treedom Nowi The ouly way to
get it and to Ieep it 1s to stand
together and let our voice be heard.
The management of Peralta Villa
likes to think we are little chiddren.
But we are not little children, we
are adult human beings and we can
make our responsible declslous.

The War on Poverty Law says that
poor people must have a say in what
the anti-poverty program does, Did
you lnow the workers destroying our
yards and fences were pald by the
War on Poverty. pPid you have any-
thing to say about it? This was
wrong and agaianst the law, e have
written to Washington DC to tell them
about it. We need your ideas and hel
if we are goling to win our freedom
at Peralta Villa, All the decisions
about what we do will be made by
tenants only. Wny don't you come an
give your idegs. '

This uewsletter will come out
every weel. It is our newsletter,
Yhatever you waunt ovrinted, will be.
We are all reporters for it. Send
in announcements and articles thet
you want printed., Drop them in the
mailbox at 1125 FPoplar, or phoune
444-2825,
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Smear tactics +
The Steering Committee of PIL
reports that one or two tenants who
oppose the work of PIL are having a
smear campaign against it and 1its

il
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members. They are mekiug charges of
everything from "communist" to "Goof-
balls.” Because all of their accu-
sations are false, the Steering
Committee 1s warning them of a poss-
ible suit for slander.

Two SICC workers from Mississippi,
who spoke to the Committee Sudday
night said that this happens asvery-
wherei Svery Civil Rights worker in
the South has been called a Communist,
an agitator, and so on.

The same person in charge of the
smear campaign, has also been extreme-
ly violeut. This individual hit some
of our picket line people with a
large stick the other day. The sane
person smashed all the windows and
door glass in a neighbor's house
Saturday night. fo not be scared by
these people or tlieir name-calling.
Whereever there is change there are
people who fight 1t in these ways.
A B A S TR R SRR S S A R
the following leaflet was distributed
in Oakland at AGE, a big discount

President of AGE,
s chairman ¢f ‘the Board of
ommissioners of the Oakland

Housing Authority. He is re-

sponsible for tearing down our

backyard femces and gardens with-
put asking us. T¥We are residents
of public housing who demand

our rights, W& HAVE EVIN BIEN

DENIED A FAIR HEARING. This

week the commissioners went

back ou their pledge to hold

a specisl meeting for us.

Tell the people inside that we
deserve a full hearing.
PERALTA TMPROVEMENT LiAGUE.

WeE WANT AN
ANSWER {row
e, RE D ENT

Paul Godlcif,”

Hre
of AGE




The Boston Profile Research Project was conceived as a serious attempt
to bring to bear the interests and skills of the academic community on the
problems facing the Students for a Democratic Society's action for social
change. Only through participation in actiou~oriented research can they
continue to develop their professional skills while contributing signifi-
cantly to the success of the movement.

The Dudley Street wction Centor, the SDS commuunity organizing project
in the Roxbury ~Worth Dorchester area, urgently requires a basic analysis
of the economic, social, and political structure of Boston. Such a study,
or series of studies wouls serve as a guideline in determining those
sectors of the communlty most receptive to change and in developing cohe-
sive proprams and chanuels for constructive activity. We need also to
determine the extnet to whilch particular social and cconomic phenomena
are basic to the coantiuuauce of social stratification as it exists, or
are merely superfiecinl manifestations of a2 breakdown of fundamental forms
within the community. Such analysis must then be both action-oriented
and pragmatic.

RuSLEARCH O MANY LEVELS

Research will take place on many levels and represent varying degrees
of sophistication, ineluding basic long-tera projects on ecity structure,
review of existing literature and compilation of pertinent studies for use
by researchers and community orgaunizers, as wellas small projects with _
limited goanls, such as statistical and descriptive profiles of various parts
of community liffe, We propose to divide our research group into task
forces on
A; HOUS ING
B) EDUCATDIT
C) MEICAL CART AND SERVICES
D) WELFARE SERVICES
E) CONSUMER GOODS AND SERVICES
I-‘} CITY SERVICES
G) UNIMPLOYMENT AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

H) CRIMZ AND POLICE

This research must not memain isolated from the working community. ZIvery
effor will be made to bring r8sezrchers into direct contact with community
people and community organizers, with a view toward bringing them a better
understanding of neighborhood problems and community orientation.

In the context of longer-range plans for SDS policy, intensive study
of various aspects of general city structure are called for. This would
include -
A) POLITICAL STRUCTURL. Pattern of power and 1nfluence.

Historicel perspective. Relation to business and ethuic

communities.

B) ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE. Crime Commission. School
Committee. Unions. War on Poverty, Police, Boston
Redevelopment Aunthority, ACCD. Urban Renewal Authority

C) VOLUNTARY INSTITUTIONS. Churches, Education institutious,
Cooperative institutions, TFoundations: helr influence
and activity.

D) DEMOGRAPHY

Much of this analysis acquires deeper meaning when effected in con-
junction with similar work 1u other cities. Lines of communication will
be set up to faclilitate this.

o doubt the above prospectus appeam pragmatic and close to home. This,
however, should not disgulse the truly unigue and potentially revolutlionary
nature of this program. Ours is an attempt to redirect a large portion
of intellectual activity into more fertile fields, to sensitize the

(continucd next page)
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crcatlye forces of the academic commuulty to potentialities for change
within. e context of o grass-roots movement. LEfforts will be focused
on producing professional worlk, with studies to be published in journals
and periodicals, TLater we hope to form a querterly dedicated to studies.
relevant to our worlk, lu cooperation with projects in other areas, We also
look forward to compling 2 comprehensive profile of Boston after 2 or 3
years of research. A number of grants will likely be available within a
year for those interested in full-time research.

Research will not remain, however, divorced from other SDS activity.
A handhook for community or 5?ﬂ136¢8 and student groups and a series of
pamphlets studies on city problems are contemplated, to be used for tooling
up SDS policy-making and general student education. ILastly, the Research
Project will be coordinated with university seminars beginaing in the fall
SR A
TFor more information, write to SDS, 241 River Strcet, Cambridge, HMass. Also
any comments oun the relevance such a research project would have for your
community organizing would be welcome. Seund taem to the negﬁletter.

I L\/_~ﬁ{ %%%.

The following leaflet was passed
out and posted in McComb, Miss in
July 1965, It was written by a
group of Vegroes in the community
who met together after learning a
classmate of theirs, John D, Shaw,
had been killed in =action in
Vietnam, BShaw, who was 23 years
0ld, had participated in the 1961
demonstrations in McComb. Criti-
#icism of the group eventually
reached the floor of the US Senate.

"Here are 5 reasons why Negpoes should not be in any War fighiing
for America:

1. Mo Missisginpi Vegroes should he fighting in Viet Nam for the White

Man's freedom, until all the Hegro People are free in Mississippi.

2, Negro boys should not honor the draft here in Mississippi. Mothers
should encourage their sons not to go.

3. We will gain respect 2nd dignity =25 a race only by forcing the United
States government and the llississippl Government %o come with guns, dogs and
trucks to take our sons away to fight and be killed ppotecting Miss, Ala,
Georgia, and Louisiana,

4, No one has a right to ask us to risk our lives and kill other Colored
People in Santo Domingo and Viet Nam, so that the M ite American can get
richer. We will be looked upon as traitors by all the Colored People of the
world if the Negro people continue to fight and die without a cause.

5, Tast week & white.soldier form N.J, was discharged from the Army because
he refused to:fight in Viet Nam he went on 2 hunger strike, Negro boys can
do the same thing. We can write and ask our sons if they kunow what they are
fighting for. If he answers Freedom, tell him thats what we are fighting
for here in Mississippi, And if he says Democracy tell him the truth--we
don't know anything about Communism, Socialism, and all that, but we do know
that Negroes have caught hell here under this Amerlcan Democracy."

e e e e e |



ar People of an
We went to W shington Thursday for 4 convention of unrepresented people
and to pick.t thc White Housc. On Triday we went to the White House and
pickuted. Bome of the people walked in linc and some of ug were in the
civil disobudicnce group so they could [t arrcsted. The reason I was
pickuting was because I w.nted the war in Victnam to be stopped and I
didn't think Johnson (the presiuent) has amgy right to scnd Unitea Statcs
troops to Viictmam to fight a wur that cannot be won. I was also pickcting
for the civil ri_hts movement.

ke went to the Washington monument bucausc they were scttin up work-
shops on Laturday. One workshop w.s on south africa. A stucent from
pouth fricu was Lalking -.bout the living conditions in South africa and
aparthcid. That means sc,regution and th.t if you did not go along with
the South african governmunt you werc put in exilc. .nd that if yop
were laid off .nd didn'tafind a job within 48 hours you wcre arrcsted
becausc you werc not contributing to your country. I think that if a
person docs not go along with the government then he does not have to con-
tribute anything and if thc government says you have no rights within
the .country, then you shouldn't contribute to it.

Then some of the kids in the Freedom School went to talk to a girl
from Mississippi, Gwen..And she talked about when the people went to
march on Jackson, Miss., that they were arrested and beaten and thrown
‘into jail. Me and a couplie of other frieids from the New Haven Frecdom
School talked to seme girls from Harlem and we talked about parents, about
what their freedom school was teaching and about thce living conditions
in Harlem and Ncw Haven.

On Sunday, we, the people of the United States of Amcrica, picketcd
in front of the White House to protest the war in Vicetmam. At first the
pickef line was dull, but then the groups from New Haven and Harlem star-
Ted— i freedom songs and the march Iivencd up, and then the cops got
mad because we were singing. Then we marched back to the Washington Monu-
ment singing and clapping. Then we cireled the monument and sang We Shall

Do

Overcome ,and then dispersed. _ ’{@r st
Then we gathered at the _@% Oy Ry
Washington Monument on Monday i~ > E Y966

to march on Congriss. When we
got there there was a line of
cops on the wall waiting for %
us to come across. Then we sat |
on the sidewalk and read the
declaration of peacé with the
people of Vietnam. On the way 7
to Congress some people from
the Nazi organization threw
paint-at Staughton Lynd and
Dave Dellinger. And they were
arrested later. Then we sat on
the sidewalk for about half an
hour. When we started to march
(continued next page)
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into Copggress we weru arrustud dnd aomu of us were buutcn. I saw some
pcople being beaten and thrown into paddy wagons .nd I thought in america
people had the right to picket without violence, and I though Lhat if
Johnson had thought about the pople of america that he would have cualled
the police away. 4nd th t was the first time I ever seen peoplc being
beuaten for nothing and I ulways thought thut if you did something not
against the law that it was all right to do.

I think the war in Vietnam should not be foughten. I think that the
war in Vietnam is just like the civil rights movement becausté both sides
are fighting for the rights of men. The people who arc fighting for the
rights of men in the United sStafies of America are the Negrocs and smpe of
the whites. Maybe in Vietnam the Communists are fighting for the rights
of men--but how could they becausc they arc communists. I think- -that the
Americans in Vietnam are not fighting for the ripghts of wen because if
they were they would not kill women and children to prove a point, but
instead they should be trying to win over the peoples support.

I think that a Negro h.s no right to fight in Vietnam because he is
fighting his own people--his colored brothers in Vietnam. And why should
he kill them to come ouck herc und still hive no rights?

My trip to Washington has learncd me something .bout people uind our
government -nd how it works. apd I think that in order to be a better
nation we will have to chan,e some of our ways of governing pcople and
change our foreign policy.

——-by Chuckig Jenkins

We are the 1mprlsuncd members of the Asscmbly of Unrecpresented People.
We assembled on Aygust 9th to non-violently decl.re pcace with the people
of Vietnam .nd to protest our nution's role there. Ve were then as now
united under the one politiczl inlent of muiking a public demonstration
prolesting that role. We icel that our human und constitutional rights
were vidlated by our arrests as we approached. the steop of the Capitol to
non-violently assemble and voice our protest and our declaration of peace.

Thus united and thus imprisoned in the Jjails of VWashington, DC, we
make the following demands:

1. We demand the releuse of .11 p.rticip.nts, mi:le and femule, from
discrimin.tory control areas wherce they -re segregated from the main body
of arrested participants,.

2. We uemand the withurawul of an unfounded ussault chuarge against
Tom Cedcrgren.

3. oince we do not belicve in discriminatory sanctiohs based on lead-
ership of a protest, and furthermore since we assembled as individuals
without elected or self-declired leaders, we demgnd thgt the discriminatory
charges pluaced ugainst the 2lleged leaders be droppeéd.

4, since we all assempled with the same intent of political protest
hased on human .nd 1..al rights, we demand 2 standardization of sunctions
brought aguinst all particip.nts of the ussembly of Unrepresented People.

Until these demands are met, over 40 individuals of this assembly
imprisvued at the District of bolumbla Jail are refusing all food. If
these demunds ure not immediately met, further plﬁnnud actions will be
implemented. ) . :
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-=~by Liz Blum
Some Aftertihoughts about the Assembly of Unrepresented People

Having worlted in a Freedom School in Tlew Haven this summer,

I went to the Assembly in 'Tashingbon’with ten Freedom Schoolers
because I expected that there would be community people from
other parts of the country and other freedom schoolers. Naturally
my first priority was that this should be a valuable experience
for them. Hovever, I was disappointed because there really were
no wvorlshops on Saturday and Sunday that would have been a prop-
riate for high school age freedom schoolers from the north.

( I think that Jake had recuested that 2 freedom school-high
school workshop be set up, but there was none in fact), After
attending a workshop on South Africa in which most lost interest
after an hour, Jake and I managed to set up a worlkshop with
freedom schoolers from Horlem, a few from llississippi and teen-
agers connected with the INew Drunswick »roject (CAP?, and
several lew York High School I'riends of SNCC. They talled with
a woman who has headed the Lauwrel, Misgsissippi SiICC project for
the past year and learned more about lidssissippi and then they
exchanged experiences with the other freedom schoolers.

This was the only workshop or activity during those two days
that was capable of sustaining their interest. On Sunday, due,
I suspect, to the failure of the worlkshops and the arrest of
some thirty-five people Sunday morning in front of the "Thite
House, there was mass picketing there in the afterncon followed
by a march back to the Washington Monument afterwards. The
kids were enthusiastic about this because I think that they had
fun singing on the picltet line and were excited by a near-con-
frontation with police. There vere two large, fairly successful
worlkshops on Sunday: oneon Vietnam <nd one for community people
which was attended principally by people from Mississippl and
New Brunswick, New Jersey.

The merch ond the assembly and the arrests on londay were :

by far the best part of the trip to Washington for the freedom .

schoolers. It was the first time that.most had witnegsed mass ¥

arrests (and political ones) and such a great amount gf unpro- .

voled violence bv the police. It was a tremendously; - o
L * (continued on next page)
&
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emotional experience for them (most of the girls crled at the sight
of the arrests and later they all cussed oult the cops--they were
particularly disturbed by the number of egro cops there and
noticed that whenever cops vere sent to lkeep us in line it was
always Negro ones), Of course the all wanted to be arrested
when they saw all of the others, but we explained that we did
not have enough money to bail everyone out and that we were
responsible to their parents. A few days afterward, I showed

a movie called ~The Inheritance in freedom school. It is

about the history of the labor movement and has wmany scenes
which were reminiscent of the assembly arrests in 'Jashington.
Most of the freedom school peonle liked the film a lot and
exclaimed after that that, The labor nmovenent was very similar
to the civil rights ncva1ent.

Thile I was extremely satisfied with the outcome of the
demonstration on Illondey, the rest of the assembly did not fulfill
my expectations. T had hoped thot there would be a larger number
of comnunity people there, but I found that the constituency was
made up mainly of student peace people and 3SNCC-dropouts and
‘some southern field workers.’” I feel that-the assembly Tailed
to represent poor people who, we all know, are just as unrep-
resented as people who oppose the war in Vietnam. If another
assembly is planned, I would really like to see a greater effort
to include community people and activities that interest them,

I myself was rather glad that the comnunity people who were
sunposed +to come from New Haven did not come (the car broke down)
because 1 thin': that they might have been very disappointed and -
overwhelmed by = peace activity. The pedce activity was excellent,
but I think that if such an assembly is going to put most of its
energy into peace activity, a grecter effort should have been
made to include‘peonlée from other constituencies and involve them
in this as well, e.g, Jomen Strilke for Peace and suburban
housewives who, I suspect, would be very willing to do grass-
roots:community worlk on Vietnam if apoproached.

As far as my work in the community is concerned, I think

that the best part of the asserbly wes that it gave fe an oppor-
LUHlty to get much closer to the people I have been worling
with-in the Freedom School and it got some new people 1nvolved
Also, it dissipated some of my apprehensions about the discussions
on Vietnam that had been held in freedom school because I now
feel that all of the people who went to "fashington are firmly
opposed to\Phe war for ﬁra\ﬁyxsound reasons,

|

llany people have urltten or
aslted about the New Haven Freedom
l, School and how we organized it
"\ and what kind of activities we
S | have here, Jake and I will try
e W :g:ﬁg to include an article on this
} = ., Tfor the next issue of the News-

Y letter,
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: --by Sharon Jcifreay, Clevclan

The Cleveland Project wus fortunate this pust week because Nancy
Gitlin, who recently spent a week in Indonesia discussing the war with
€ women from North Wiet Nam and 4 women from South Viet Nam, spent 2 days
with us. We viewed this s an excellent opportunity to talk seriously
about the war with people in the community, and with testing people's
reactions to the war. Thus we set up gotherings in peoples’homes on both
sides of town, Negro and White. ]

People in the white community were contucted the day before and asked
if they would like to talk with Nancy. Ve said that Nancy had become
disgusted with the limited information ubout the wuar presented by the
government and mass media. Consequently, she along with other women from
the United States decided to ;0 o thut part of the world and talk to
women who are involved in the war. Peopls were generally intercsted,
although not overly enthusiustic. Three small get-tog ecthers and one
large meeting were set up. "

Unfortunately, the morning meeting was cancelled because of out of
town guests., This woman is « hard working West Virginian who has known
us for some time but who has been reluctant to attemd meetings. She may
have voluntcered because this offered an opportunity to get together with
her neighbors in a situ.tion wherc she won't have to commit hersell to
any future activity. Lo \-arhe gy — R

The second gathering was 4t the g0 fy@ ﬁ
home of an enthusiastic Southerner, .
with whom we had talked only twice. 2
There were 5 people, including one
man who had fought in Korea. He
was very vocal, conseguently dom-
inated most of Lthe conversation. He
haa veen to Korea, he understonds \
what war is all about. It is awful,:i
awful, killing children and women, /
but that's war, and that has to be
ugly. He was bitter that the war
in Viet Nam, like the one in Korea,|_-
is an undeclared war. Consequently,
soldiers uarc notb gr.onted all their
| rights even though they fight, pet . AL (AR L
wounded and killcd. 'The women werc “\f\WF ! )
particularly interested in what it was like over there: "How hot is it?
What do they eat? How do they dress?"

since we had a few minutes to spare until the next ,.thering, we
decided to visit.u recally great contuct. She's been active in a new area’
where she h.d initiated and circul.ted petitions to remove = condenned
house. Urijinally from the south, she has lived in this area for 10
yedars. Her hysband has steady work, .nda they own their ewn home. In
prior conversations she h.d octuted thuat she was aguinst 41l wars because
Lhey are morally wron,. When one ol her song received his ¢raft novice
the ather day, he had decided to get married. MNancy had hardly begun,
when the womah in a raised voice declared that if our government h.d
decided it was necessary to fight in Viet N.m, then that is whit we must
do. The United btates fights only those wurs which are just and moral.
When we degcribed thal the US was supporting a dictator in Soukh Vict Nam,
she got very angry. The United statcs would not support anybody who ! -
didn't represent democrucy. whe could not believe that the US would
support a man who had not been elected by the people. Demociacy is elec-
tions. she asked for our preof, implying that the newspapers and IV
didn't report such fucts, und therefore, it must not be truc. When we
(continued next page)
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showe er the pidétures of the atrocities, she said that’ these were tactlcs
Communists usc to get the people to 0 against the government. bLhe
wouldn't fall for such stuff., By this time¢ things were very tense. We
had to leave, unfortun.tely, because of the next scheduled cvent. A
couple of days lwer we were tolu by unother friend that she said she had
thrown us out of her hoilise because we were cominunist.

The next gathering wus at the SDS house where there were 3 people
from the community plus SDS. Nancy had hardly begun her presentation
when an elderly gentleman spoke up saying: "Yes, I agrees with your posi-
tion on the war, but what I want to talk about is how we stop the war."

He hud been a C.0. in World War-II. He is another person with whom we
have contact but don't h.wa program that interests hinm.

Nancy visited a woman who huas been working hard to et o condemned
house torn down and 3 playground in its place. he and her husbuand are
recent arrivals from Appalachia. ©She respondsed rather cooly. Bhe wus
in the midst of having serious doubts .about us being communist.

WELFARE GRLUP'S RESPONLE

The evening meeting waes a regulurly scheduled meeting of Citizens
United for Adequate Welfare(CUl'aW). This is a mixed group, although
predominately Negro. There were others irom the white side at the meeting
which was held in the 5DS house. It was a large group and discussion got
pretty hot, .nd debate raged. There were several forms of response. One
from a white man who didn't believe a word of whot Nancy said and attempted,
poorly, to give counter-information. oince he was rather loud he domin-
ated much of the discussion period. 'Yhe second form of response came
from « woman who viewed the war through economics. The US had economic
reasons for being there und we needed to fight to protcet thoue interests.
The third form oi response came irom the majority of women who were not
sure about the war and who asked wlot of questions resultidg from what
they heard thé whr was all about from the TV and newspapers.
NEGRO AESHDNEE

Tho second day was spent on the Ncgro side of town. The first get-
together was poor in that the one mun there, who had fought in the Pacific,
took up most of the time talking about his cxperiences.

The rest oi the .iternoon Nancy went sround with project people to
visit individuals who huad responded isvorably to the project, but who had
not been interested in the speecific activities. One was a4 gentleman who
was very drticuluite and outspoken aguinst the war. The second was gvery
guiet woman. ohe askedafew questions, bul mostly listened.

In the evening, about 14 women gathered in o living room to hear Nancy.
This was the first situation where there were no men, until halfway when
2 entered. HNuncy's presentation was excellent. She uwescribed in story
form the history of Viet Nam and US involvement now. The women listened
curefully and usked muny good questions. Most ol t.e (uestions stemed
from whet they thoupht the war w.s all about, such as: "Didn't the South
Vict Nam government invite the Ub in, and ii this is so why shouldn't we
help a4 country when they .sk us to?" Unfortunately the tonc of the meeting
changed when the men arrived. One of them had fought in Korew and statod
what all the other 5old1brb of the past btwo duays had. (Ca;tlnuu gpext pugﬁ)
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I aiscoverud that very few pegRQu unﬁurstood anything about the
war. They did not know which side of Viet Nam the US was fighting on,
they were unfamili.r with the phruse Viect Cong, they did not Lknow
about the series of dict.tors in South Victnam, let alone the role of the
US government in supporting thewue people. Most indicated thﬁﬂthhy didn't
read the newspapers about the wir. Nevertheless, most all people
asked: "Why is the United Stutes over there?"

Most people 8id h.ve encral imprcssions .bout why the United otates
iights wars. DPeople, p.riiculurly on the white side, felt il the Us was
involved in « w.r, then it must be ior jood recasons. The United States
is a Jjust and good n.tion und when it fighbs war it is for moral reasons.,
The country Ju.t won't fipght w war that supported . dictator or any thing
like th.t. People .lso believed that the rewson we werc fighting was to
prevent communism. Therce were «ll degrees of ferver supporting this, but
it was the most predominant theme. Given th.at the povernment fought
only gust wurs and war to prevent the spread ol communism it was wrong,
particulurly on ti.e white side, to guestion the role of the US in this w
war.

DIFUEHENT REACTIONS BY WHITES aliD NEGROLS

It is difficult to make any generalizations about the difierent
responses between Negroes .nd white. OUne d.y vith each was not enough
time. The recsult of one visit to 2 white woman was that she scvered
relutions with us becuugse of th.t communist woman we bLrought into her
home. There wes no one in the Ne ro community who thought we were
communist because ol our position on the war. whitcs also belicved more
strongly thut the United otates was a4 good n.tion thut actéd ulways
morully. Tf Hegroes would stale simil.r remarks, we made the an.logy
between the Nepro shurecro per in Mississippi who wants to vote and the
people, Viet Cony, in Viet Nam who want to run their own nation. This
strick an immediate cord, and cven the most uruent aryguers chuan, =d their
tone. Unfortunately, we did not have an equ.lly powsrful example to
use with Cleveland whites. Whites do no h.ve experiences where the
povernuent has busically wistre.ted them, or we haven't discovered it,
and thus t er:c is no reason for them to qngthn the 'ou_rnmcnt

DISURULT JOHNSON

alob ol people, particulurly whites, h.ve misgivin,s «bout the police
or local povernwent, bult THE government (Federal) sumehow is honest,
morul, und good. lany people did, howcver, distrust Johnson. They 1elt
he ‘may not muke the righv decision about the dircetion oir the war. They
wished Kennedy was still ulive. He never would huve gotlen the nation
into such a war. Look whut he did in Cubu, he prevented the Communists
from staying in Cubua without causin , o minor or major war.

Perhaps « wore important distinction is between men «nd women. komen
were gencr.illy more responsive to the horrov of war, and more open to
guestioning US involvement in the war. Unfortunqtely, we never had a
situation where there were only women. It would have been interesting to
sce if the women would have reach-d conclusion:s about doin_ something
to end the war.

By the end of the 2 days I was thoroughly exausted mentally and
emotionally. In spite of the overall general depression I ielt aboub
the reations to the war, it huad been « valuable experience for other
reasons. Ve leuarned alot nore ubout the people we're working with and
about our society. This was diucouraging Tt also was valuable Lecause
orgpanizing arounc aldybrounaq and condennnad houses all the time can get
monotenous. lancy's presence allowed for serious discussion about another *
important issue with people in the community. It furthermore proxided
a program for people with whom we have good relations but who were not
interested in specific actions of pelbing a4 playground, etc. Most of
thesge people responded favordably.




FROM: Bill Mountain, Student Necestow Partunership Project, 206 McIntyre St,
Regine, Saskatchewau, Canada.

I am writing you on behalf of SWPP, an independant project of university
who are living with Indian and Metis people in the province of Saskatchewan
this summer, Our project will coutinue over the coming zcademic year in
the City of Regins where we will work mainly with Indian High School students.

Teu copies of your newsletter will eunablec me th mail oune to each of our
fieldworkers and have one for our office

_ CEBRPTS BROM SNPP'S BULLETIN

The circumstances of Indygnu people in the southern and northern parts of
the prowvirice differ couslderably. In the south, farming is the basis of the
economy, wWhereas ila the north, most Indian people still make their °
living by hunting, trapping and fishing, However, organization-or the lack
of it.-seems to be critical in both areas. It appears that Indian fisher-
men in the north get much better prices for their cateh 1f they market
through co-operatives. . In the south, unsuccessful use of land for cattle
and graln farnmiug has contributed much to the impoverishmené © of Indian
people in recent years. In the 19408 and 50s, uumerous southern reserves
had prosperous community farms, Most of these farms seen to have failed
aud thelr reserve funds were quickly used up after the white farm managers
of the IAB (Indian Affairs Branch) were withdrawn from reserves in the
early 50s. The explavnation that these farms failed because Indian people
were not capable of running them themselves seems Lo make sense only when
viewed in the light of IAB wmismanagement. That is, an inadeguate elective
system for band councillors and chiefs was institufed when farm managers
were withdrawn to give partial self-goverument to the reserves. 3Bulb this
seems to have been down with no transition period that would allot the
people on reserves the time to gain the emperience, skills and knowledge
necessary for operating within even partizl democratic procedures or for
handling the mamagerial and financial aspect of farming. The Indian people
st111 have few opportunities for experience in these matters and continue
under the same inadequate system of supposed partial self-government today.
INADEQUATE HMEDICAL FACILITIES oo, ) :

During our meeting several :
incidents of the inadequate med-
ical facilities provided for In-
dian people were recounted. One
person present had received such
badtreatment by doctors employed
by Indian Affairs that he decided
to make personal payuments into
the provincial medicare scheme.

At one point his doector gave him

a prescription which he had filled
by a regular pharmacigt who gave
him 2 small bottle of white medi-
cine. He then took the same pre-
scription to the Indian Affairs
medical services and was given =2
Similar bottle 6f pink medicine,
Upon examination the pink medicine
was found to be 75% water. Stories
such as this one are numerous

among the Indian people particularly
in the Prince Albertlarea.




Both pictures in this issue are of

the New Haven project's Freedom
School, As shown above, the kids
decided to march for a better play-
ground*##Photos by Henry Wilhelm
and John Phillips,

FROI1; ERAP NWewsletter
Néw Haven Project
46 Arch Street
lew Haven, Conun.

THIRD CLASS MAIL

The Southern Courrier, a new
weeltly newspaper for the South
being published in Atlaunta, Ga,,
needs, "aspiring journaldésts who
want to work for a civil rights
newspaper at j20.00 weelkly (every
week, too), who are eilther 4-F,
married, or have completed their
arny service." If interested,
get in touch with Ellen Ialke,

c/o Southern Courrier, 68 Blectric
Ave N, Atlanda, Georgia.

e E5AP W\ ISLET)

naintain coutact anong: Sommunity
organizations assoclated in Some way
wlth Studénts for & Democratic
Society (SDS), and-its HEconomic
Research.and Action_Praject (ERAPR).
It also contains newdiofeany other
commumity projects which-it can
contact. -

For the moment it is gompiled
by the New Haven Broject, 46 Arch
Street, New Haven. Uommunity pros
jecté recelve it free. Others may
subscribe for [j4.00 per year,

THIRD CIASS MAIL




