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Introduction

Once again the American left faces the challenge of pro-
viding an analysis adequate to meet the political problems con-
fronting radical and liberal activists. The emergence of Lyndon
Johnson as a national political figure, independent of the late
President Kennedy's New Frontier legacy, alters the political:
situation. The question now before us is whether radicals and lib-
erals can successfully develop a political program to meet the
needs of our society and initiate action to implement it.

We have attempted here to outline a style of politics reguir-
ing a wide range of tactics -- a strategic aporoach to progressive
political activity. The building of a new political movement calls
for participants with skills in community and trade union organ-
ization, electoral and legislative action, student organization,
and equally immortant, committed academics in a variety of fields.,
'Te see such a movement, not as confined to any one class or race,
but as a coalition of many elements in American society =-- this
concept is the cornerstone of our wolitical analysis. For that
reason, we have been quite pointed in ouxr criticism of those
radicals who have taken a narrow and often apolitical view of the -
new left and its constituencies. le refer to these people as u-
topian liberals because they base themselves on liberal, as opposed
to truly radical, politics, philosophy, and sociology; the result
is a subjective lack of concern with political power, akin to the
utopian political philosophies of the nineteenth century.l

Motion in Society 5

Contrary to the views of the various exponents of Mills' elite
theory, we hold that unlike the situation prevailing in the 'Fifties,
‘major forces in American society are today increasingly in motion,
creating new oppotunities for the advancement hoth of the emerging
political movement and the new left, as well as dangers of their
defeat,

There is motion in society in our urban areas, where the rent
strike and other forma of direct action for integrated and improved
housing, education, and employment are evidence of the burgeoning
urban unrest. Some of the entrenched political machines are slowly
yielding to grass roots movements for reform and minority group
prarticipation in the political process.

Much of the activity in our cities has come either directly or
indirectly through the civil rights movement., The last two years wit-

1. The term "utonian liberal™ is thus a composite, a characteriza-
tion of many positions taken by American leftists -- it does not
constitute a conscious style of political action, but this fact
makes its errors no less real and its existence no less certain.
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nessed the maturation of the Hegro freedom movement into an in-
creasingly important political force. The challenge to racist

political power in Mississippi, Chicago, Boston, and dozens of
other places is a sign of the increased sophistication and po-

litical awareness of this vital part of the emerging politiecal
movement,

There is motion in the American labor movement, which is
still, for all its faults, the most powerful ally of progress.
in our society. In the past the radical has always played a
creative role in the trade unions, and has both given and re-
cieved valuable assistance. While some of the unions have failed
to grasp the signifigance of the changed nature of production,
many of the industrial unions are deeply troublasd by automation.
Recalling the massive waves of trade unionists who marched in
Washington in 1963, the role of the AFL-CIO in securing the 1964
Civil Rights Act, and other gestures of solidarity with the Negro
movement, we can see that the Negro is increasingly being
viewed as a necessary ally rather than the recipient of liberal
beneficence. The time is now for radicals to find a suvpportive
role inside the labor movement rather than act as labor's de-
tractors.

There is motion in society around the question of transition
from military to peaceful production, not <1rly in the disarmed
worlé of the future, but today, when a cut in defense contracts
means the loss of thousands of jobs. An increasing awareness in
political, industrial, and labor circles of the crucial impor-
tance of this issue can lead toward the demand for planned re-
conversion, if a sufficiently broad educational campaign can be
successfully mounted.

Our state legislatures and our Congress, which have histor-
ically born the burden of rural-conservative ¢ver-representation,
are now unasrgeing a major restructuring as a result of the Su-
preme Court decision of February 17, 1964, which regures all
Congressional Districts to be of the same size in population.In
the state of Georgia, for example, the Congressional District in-
cluding Atlanta, with a Negro population of 25%, was the most
under-represented in the state, while the most over-represented
District, which included Gainsville, had a Negro population of
only 10%. Atlanta has now gained one more Congressman. Since
gerrymandering can render redistricting ineffective, however,
the fight for democratic representation is by no means won.

The churches, too, have risen to the call for civil rights,
and are increasingly pronouncing the need fordemocratization of
our foreign policy. Before World “ar II, only the more liberal
denominations, such as the Quakers and Unitarians, displayed an
active social conscience; today, members of the clergy have filled
the jails with an almost visionary dedication. In its signifigant
supoort for the March on Washington, in its support --moral and
financial -- for the Mississippi Freedom Summer, in its whole-
hearted participation in the drive which culminated in the passage
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of the Civil Rights Act, and in its increasing articulation of
the need for economic and social justice, one finds evidence of

a re-awakening of that spirit which gave birth to such religious-
ly inspired radical democrats as Norman Thomas and A. J. Muste.

These developments are leading to a greater awareness of the
need for acticn to solve the crises in our societyv, as well as to
the growth of insurgent nolitical spokesmen. Younger, more vigour-
ous politicians, born in the twentieth century and aware of the
critical problems faced by contemporary society, are resnonding
to the needs of social movements and the problems of their con-
stituencies. The journey to the battle-scarred South this sum-
mer by the progressive Congressmen Ryan, Burton, and Hawkins pro-
duced a scathing condemnation of the complete inadequacy of
federal involvement in the rights struggle. The yeoman service of
Senator Clark in charting new directions for gcvernment policy
in the fields of cybernation and employment have given us not
merzly the valuable studies by his Sub-committee on Manpower
Policies, but a first hope for governmental action in this area.
And the veieran Oregon vprogressive, ayne Morse, n<w serving his
third Senate term, has been a voice of conscicence in condemning
American adventurism in Vietnam (in which he has been joined by
his colleagues from Alaska, Senators Bartlett and Gruening), and
by demanding an end to military aid for dictatcrs. The South
Dakota Senator George McGovern has called repeateily for slash-
ing our bloatad arms budget to finance a real war on poverty, and
he was joined hy Senator Nelson of "isconsim :n the successful
battle for the restoration of the vacifist Fellowship of Recon-
ciliation's tax~exemption. Thus, although these are liberal and
not radical legislators, one cannot deny that a resurgence cf
traditional progressivism in American politics, buried in the
hysteria of the McCarthy pwriod, is keginning to take place.

The Rise of the Ultra-Right

In the winter cf 1961, a small group of highly influential
right-wing Republicans gathered in a Chicago hotel room to map
the campaign which was to bring Barry M. Goldwater the Republican
presidential nomirnation. Goldwater's success last June in San
Francisco was not his alone; it spelled the capture of one of
our major political parties, not by a personal machine, but by a
movement, desperately idaclogical in content, precisge in organ-
ization, more European in style than American.

Traditionally in times of crisis, America has witnessed the
rise of a simplistic reaction as a response which draws support
from surrprisingly large sections of the nation -- witness the KKK
of the 'Twenties, the Coughlinites and Huey Long supporters of the
early 'Thirties, the America Firsters of the immediate pre-war
yeais, and the McCarthyites' hysteria of the early 'Fifties. But
Barxry Goldwater's movement was not «>nfined to the traditional
ultra groupings -- the racists, the anti-~Semites, the anti-income
taxers -- though these all found a comfortable home in his cam-
paign. "What has Jdeeply disturbed radicals and liberals has been
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the resurgence of a new Xnow-nothingism among the suburban and
urban middle-class and among the white, rural uneducated poor.
This is a base for which Goldwater had considerable appeal.

Concurrent with the growth of reactionary sentiments among
new =2lements, we witnessed during the campaign the institution-
alization of ultra-right wing control over much of the Republican
Party. From the national campaign c¢rganization, through tha national
and state committees, down to the city, town and ward organizations,
right-wingers --in many important cases spearheaded by Birchers --
took over the control of power and made the groups their cwn.

The Politics of Mational Concensus: Johnson's Coalition

The effect of the November 3 election was to bring the polit=~
ical forces into new relationships, and, consequently, to shift
the scene of struggle for political power. When prior to the
June party conventions we examined the nature of political conflict
in America, we noted that unlike the political situation in most
countries, the major political conflict here is not between the
left and the center. On the contrary, we identified the conflict
as between the "liberal Establishment" (Xennedy-Johnson} and those
to the right of it (the Dixiecrat-Republican coa’ition and the
civilian and military ultras).

Nationally, the forces in contention have not changed as a
result of the 1964 elections. But the alignment in Congress has
shifted. While the Dixiecrats still restain their vital committee
chairmanships, the power of the Dixiecrat-Republican coalition has
been greatly weakened. The important conflicts in the new Congress
are likely to take place between the Johnson Administration "and
the more liberal legislators.

The "American Concensus"” is a phrase that has been bandied
about a good deal by liberal sociolocgists in recent years, yet its
political import has never been concretely defined. It is our view
that, if the Goldwater movement consolidates its control over the
Republican Party, and institutionalizes rightist cadre within
Party policy posts, Lyndon Johnson will attempt to broaden his al-
ready wide-~angled alliance into an even more all-encompassing
coalition of disparate forces. In effect, we may move into a one-
and-one-half party veriod, in which the liberal-left, Democratic
conservatives, and the center are brought together encircled by
the Texan's long paternal arms, while the Goldwater right, by
its own actions, removes itself from the historic two-party "con-
census.” Thus the political limita of the "American concensus”
may begin to be defined. '

Since the arena of political struggle in Congress between .
liberal-left and conservative has moved largely into the Democratic
Party. what opportunities does this shift offer? On the one hand,
liberals are now tied more firmly than ever to.a strengthened
Democratic Party coalition: the Johnson margin of victory was so
great that no single group can claim particular credit. On the
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other, the very fact of a areat victory leaves liberals much freer
to criticize Johnson wsithin the context of the coalition without
playing into the hands of the right.

The New Congress

The 89th Congress reflects this new situation.?2 The new House
contains 295 Democrats and 149 Republicans. The Democrats could with-
stand a 77-vote defection and still maintain a majority. There are
61 Democratic representatives from the Deep South (including Texas)
ard 101 congressmen considered Scutherners. This is, on the whole, an
improvement in Administration strength compared with the 88th Con-
gress, which saw a Democratic majority of 79, only half the present
figure. Whnile there will probably be dufections by Southern Democrats,

the Congressional Quar-
terly has computed the incidence of Republican support for the Admin-
istration at 2.5% higher among re-elected Congressmen than in 1964.
In the Senate, there has been a net Democratic gain of two vectes;
the new 68-32 lineup will strengthen Johnscn's already firm hand.¥®

In the last Congress, the liberal Democrats had to stand closely
behind the President for fear of svlitting the Hew Frontier forces in
the face of stiff Dixiecrat and Republican opposition. In the more
liberal Senate, Medicare passed by only 5 votes, as shap cut in
foreign aid was beaten back by only 10 votes. In the ccnservative
House, the margins were even narrower (relatively speaking): the
wheat-cotton bill, an 8-vote margin; mass transportation, 23; the
poverty program, 41, A minimum wage raise, arsa redevelopment, Medi-
c are, and the Appalachian anti-poverty program died in committee.

-

ije would look forward to initiative for creative leglsla-
tion from the Congress rather than from the Administration; liberais
in the Congress could take their cue from the Clark and McGovern
bills, two excellent examples of forward-looking legislation.

This new situation will prevail in the House for at least two
years, but then the country will face the prospect of Republicans
returning as conservative districts, which voted against the irre-
sponsible Goldwater image, pass judgement on Democrats who have no
coat-tails to cling to. In the Senate, however, Democratic control
is assured until 1270.

That Goldwater's movement recs?wed a rebuff in the Presidential
contest and all down the ticket has led many liberal utopians to
proclaim the end of the ultra-right danger. Nothing could be more
tragically premature. The New York Times of Hovember 23 front-paged
the story of increased rightist activity -- book-burning in Calif-
ornia, anti-Negro sentiment in Chicago, and the tightening of the
ultra-right grip on the Republican Party. (As MMurray Kempton pointed
out in the New York World-Telegram on November 4, "Goldwater set
out, after all, to destroy the E s tern Republican Establishment:and
as of the moment /er.hasis ours: DI/SH/-he has plainly done a more

+These figures based on unofficial returns available at this writing.
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complete job than Cato did on Carthage." This was indeed a movement,
a movement with staying power. Its sponsors are proclaiming that,

as bumper stickers now appearing throughout the nation proclaim,

"26 Million Americans Can't Be Wrong."”

. Elmo Roper has stated3 "the backlash . was there, enough to
~carry five Southern states,” and on a local level as well -- note
the repeal of the Rumford Fair Housing Act in California, an event
which occasioned the rejection of former Kanredy press aide

Pierre Salinger in favor cf the McCarthyite song-and-dance man
George Murphy in the Sanatzs battle there.

How do the reactionaries themselves view their future electoral
chances? The election post-mortem in the National Review is' indica-
tive:

It will nevertheless have been said...that Goldwater con-
servatism is dead dead dead. It is only safe to say that
it is dead if one assumes that otherwise the Senator would
have been elected. The undertakers are premature...those
conservatives who have given way to despair might remind
themselves that the socialist party in England only five
vears ago lost by a percentage roughly equal to Senator
Goldwater's: and here they are, back in power. Those Lib-
erals who have given way to elation should remind them-
selves that the Democrats leost in 1924 by a margin roughly
comparable to Senator Goldwater's, just eight years be-
fore they seized American history by the mane and ruled
supreme for twenty years. One year's landslide loss, in
other words, is not necessarily a permanent thing in a
dynamic society, and there is no reason for American con-
servatives to believe either that their hearts decéd;red
them in telling them that he was right, or that the time
will never com e again that the American people can cor-
ract our public policies.

Leonard Hall said it: the 1964 Republican campaign was
unique in that it had more mass support than anything

he had ever seen...500,000 active political workers

in the f°eld by election éay, working for Goldwater.

Five Hunidred Thousand! Financial support of the Goldwater
campaign tells the same story. Whereas in 1960 the

Nixon campaign received about 40,000 indgividual contributions,
in 1964 the Goldwater office received well over a million.
...Is it seriously believed that the 25,000,000 votes

cast for Goldwater were cast by a sort of catatonic Re-
guhlican who supvorted his party out of habit, and in reck-
less ignorance of the charges that had been made against
the ticket? The opposite is more likely: that a substan-
tial majority of those 25,000,000 Goldwater voters knew
precisely for who and for what they were voting, and

would have stuck their hands into a barrel of rattle-
snakes to pull the Goldwater lever. A small, well-or-
ganized ban of plotters? a fringe group? every one of them

a billionaire? No gentlemen, this was a genuine grassroots
3. Saturday Review, NHovember 28



movement."4

The Convergence of Issues

Radicals have traditionally talked of the convergence of
issues. In the current period, however, the perception of con-
vergence is extending to ever-increasing sections of society.
The link between civil rights and full employment is already
clear to many, and tied to the guestion of full employment are
the interests of .labor and the unemploved. The problems of in-
dustrial conversion to peacetime production are vital not
only to the labor and peace movements, but to some industrial
interests as well, and therefore to the Administration. Conver-
sion bears heavily on the problem of full employment, and on
the related issues making up a large portfolio of problems re-
gquiring national solutions. Involved is Federal, as well as
state and local, planning -~ and achieving adequate solutions
to these pressing problems requires in turn the democratization
of politics and the defeat of the right. The liberalization
of American foreign policy as an extended result of this pro-
cess is not unlikely, particularly with the race for the mar-
kets of Russia, China, and other bloc nations already beginning
among some of our NATO allies =-- a race which bears no
little weight cn full employment.

Today, then, the noticn of convergence is no longer
solely the property of radicals. The crncept of a converging
stream of social issues is implicit in President Johnson's
"Great Society" speech of May 5, 1264, "This nation,” declared
Johnson, "has the power to ahape the civilization we want ",

He called for "a creative federalism between the nation's
capitol and the leaders of local communities."” This of course
poses certain problems for the left. On the one hand, it is
necessary to work for and defend the progressive features of
the Johnson program. On the other, it is necessary both to
maintain a position independent of the Administration and to
seek ways of going beyond Johnson's legislative proposals.

What are the differences between Johnson and the left?
Many utopians consider the central issue to be Democracy vs.
Manipulation. They argue that Johnson is concerned with mani-
pulation and control from above, whereas radicals should be
involved in the organization of the poor and the unemployed so
that the latter will have a voice in the programs supposedly
constructed on their behalf.

But is the question of Democracy vs. Manipulation the
central one? Essentially not; the war on poverty, like most
national legislation affectlng domestic activity, requires a
ctlose link between local organizations and committees, local
and state governmentsd’, and the Federal government. The charge

4, National Review, December 5, 1964
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of manipulation is true in general, but it is more often
manifested in the unreoresentative nature of the local bodies
which coopmerate with federal planners., Whether Johnson has a
democratic or bursaucratic personality or style of work is
largely irrelevant.

The crucial problem which the utopian overlooks is that the
poor, the unemmloyed, the minority groups =-- and in mcst cases
the middle class and the employed as well -~ are not organized
for participaticn in local politics. As a result, they cannot
choose the municipal decision-makers who deal with Pederal
agencies,

A major diffsrence botween the left and Johnson is that
Johnson is unwilling to interfere to any large extent with
private industry. While it is possible that, ir the next
four years, legislation providing for the 01an1 ng of govern-
ment spending in relation to unemployment will ke passed,
there are as yo# no signg that Johnson is willing to discuss
industrial plarning in the private sector. And, more impor-
tant, Johnson ig unwilling to encroach on the r“ivate sector
witn government-sperated enterprises of any kind; indeed, it
is doubtful that even the new Congress would authorize this
kind of Federal volicy.

Many radicals are beginning to 1 _ose sight of the need
for democratic planning. Taking his cue from the provocative
statement of the Ad Hoc Committes on The Triple Revolution,
the untopian liberal assumes that the era of lasorless pro-
duction will be upon us within a few years, and that there-
fore the only planning involved will be private planning for
maximazation of orofits. (It is these same notions which cause
some utopians to lo_se interest in the trade union movement and
the immense task of organizing the unorganized 75% of the
labor force).

*Thile the Triple Revolution statement is a challenging
conception of the shape of the future, there has not been
sufficient substantiation c¢f the notion that a society with-
out labor may be upon us :"in three or four generations.’

Let us assume, however, that the Tripls Revoluticn document

is correct, and that in four generaticns we wi:l indeed have

a workless world =-- four generations is 100 years, and we
cannot base our current strategy on a Rip Van Winkle theory

of politics. It is the progress made today which will shape
the society of one hundred years hence; and to be real, that
progress must be made within real institutions =-- even if those
institutions are slated for eventual demolition. If radicals
are to diffsrentiate themselves from Johnscn, it should be by
initiating the crusade for public planning in the private sec-
tor and expansion of the public sector of the economy.

The immediate differences between Johnson and the left lie
not only in the token character of the Johnson anti-poverty
orogram, but in the utterly inadequate nature of the War on
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Poverty, both gualitatively and quantitively. Thus, while we
applaud the closing of military installations, we condemn the
tragic absurdity of failure to include a plan for conversion as
part of the decision to cease operations.

For A New Coalition

The growing awareness of the new objective situation makes
it possible for those groups whose interests demand immediate
and major social change to work in concart as a new national
coalition for progressive political action. This is the old
dream of a ponular democratic coalition -- the dream of the
Populists, of the LaFollette progressives, of the First Hew
Deal. A bDroad alliance such as was brought together over the
March to Washington in 1963 needs to be expanded to encimpass
all of the progressive sections of the trade union movement,
the civil rights movement.-- Horth and South, the poor and un-
employed, the liberal, peace, and intellectual communities,
the socially active religious groups, and the emerging new
American left,

The New Coalition should not necessarily be seen in terms
of the creation of new national organizations, and only partially
in terms of formal declarations of cooperation between existing
ones, although these are in fact occurring, Rather, the concept
of coaliticn implies that the groups involved should and can
conduct themselves so that their actions and their demands are
matually reinforcing and complementary.

That gives substance to this concept is the fact that, as
w2 have already stated, the interests of the constituent elements
of the New Coalition do coincide, and and their need to organize
independently within the Johnson coalition as well as to defend
the Administration and themselves against the right is the same.
The job of buiiding the New Coalition entails developing with
these groups the realization of their interdependence and mutual
needs, both at the national and local levels.

The New Coalition would manifest itself at the local level
in forms such as the Texas Democratic Coaliticn, one of the first
attempts to build an interracial social and political movement
around inter-xelated issues.

The Example of Texas

Early in 1962, a group of liberal intellectuals, grouped
around the weekly newspaper, the Texas Observer, began expounding
the idea of a united effort to win control of the Texas Demo-
cratic Party by a direct assault in the party primaries on the
Daniel~-Johnson-Connally machine. This was to be accomplished
by the building of precinct-by-nrecinct, village-by-village,
city-by-city, county-by-county grass roots political organi-
zations expressive of the needs of the voiceless majority. 0il
money, cotton money, and cattle money dominated the conserva-
tive machine of the Texas Party. The new alliance was to be an
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alliance of people =-- labor, liberal intellectunals, Negroes
and Hexican-Americans (the latter make up 10% of Texas’' pop-’
ulation.) All groups were to view each other as equals, and no
candidate would be endorsed without complete unanimity among
the four major elements of the Coalition., Thus was born the
Texas Democratic Ccalition, supported by the state AFL-CIO,
and by the Political Association of Spanish-speaking Crgani-
zations (PASO}, voice of the !Mexican-American in politics,

A symbolic victory came in April, 1963, when in the south-
west Texas town of Crystal City - controlled for years by a
minority of "Anglos” (middle and upper class white Protestants)
-- the Mexican-American voters won control of the city govern-
ment, electing Mexican-Americans to all five council seats
and the mayoralty. This represented the first time in Crystal
City's history that Mexicans had held public office, although
- they constituted 85% of the town's population. The drive was led
by the town's teamster local ‘'and by PASO,

"Remember Crystal City" became the battle cry of the TDC,
which has given such progressives as Henry Gonzales, Don Yar-
borough, and Maury Maverick Jr., a base of supnort for electoral
victories., Thus has real democratic content bequn to assert
itself in Texas politics. The struggle is by no means over --
many battles remain to be fought; but the power-base of success,
a popular New Coalition, has been created.

Radicals and the New Coalition -

The radicals are a constituent part of the MNew Coalition;
they are not they New Coalition themselves. The radical has a
particularly necessary role in the creation of the ccalition.
As one of its most active elements ~- as the element which sees
the inter-relationship of issues most clearly -- the radical
may play an important role in both nolicy formation and stra-
tegic implementation. Realizing that not all parts of the
coalition are equal in their militance and understanding, the
radical works as an active partner on terms that the others,
whose commitments may not be as emphatically directed, can
accept. At the same time, the radical works to move the coa-
lition to the left and to extend the area of common interest
in a progressive direction.

The New Coalition expresses itself nationally in the crea-
tion of an atmosphere of common interest and common action,
which enables cooveration between naticnal organizations and
movements. Locally, the MNew Coalition functions rore concretely
as an alliance of grass roots organizations working both in-
dependently and together around common issues. The New Coalition
is a natural and necessary development, but that does not mean
that it will occur automatically. Pre<Facist Spain is an example
of its occurrsnce:; pre-Fagist Germany of its failure to mater-
ialize. The First New Deal is another pcsitive example from the
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Undoubtedly some aspects of the New Coalition will be,
and indeed are being, inaugurated without the direct parti-
cipation of radicals. However, we would doubt on the basis of
historical experience that the full potential of the lew
Coalition can be fulfilled without the participation of the
emerging new left.

Utonians and the Retreat from Politics

In recent times is has become the standard view among
utonian liberals that American society is overwhelmingly hostile
to democracy and that the future holds no possibility of social
reorganization without drastic change -- change which could
only come about through the exercise of democracy. This circu-
larly pessimistic view is to be founé in the writing of the
currently popular social critics: in Riesman's Lonely Crowd,
in "hyte's The Organization Man, in Mills' The Power Elite,
and even in Goocman's Growing Up Absurd. thile tere are vast
differences bztween liberals of Riesman's stripe and those
who follow a more radical path, they share one thing in common:
the current utopian liberal view of history, of society, and
of reality.5

For the utopian liberal, the old concept which views the
historical process as the cornerstone of belief in the possibili-
ties for change is no longer walid. The nast is "seen as largely
irrelevant to present reality...thus the present becomes the only
pnlace in which men can live."% The present is seen as cut off
from the immediately preceding period. Wew, self-propelling
and autonomous forces present new problems, which cannot be e-
valuated in terms of past forces. Only from the immediate si-
tuation itself can any meaning be derived. Then change, the es-
sence of history, is seen as absent from the future, "society
becomes a gigantic gyroscope; impervious to new ways of doing
things, in a very real sense it is standing still even as it
revolves,7

Society, then, according to the utopian liberal theory, is
dominated by certain powerful forces, so totally stifling that
utilization of institutionalized metho ds of achieving change
is rejected. "Politics has become so imprecnated with other-di
raction that it now consists of nothing more than veto groups,
capable only of blocking one another rather than providing a
creative dynamic...politics ceases to be the means by which men
and society transcend themselves.®$8

The acceptance of utcopian liberalism by many radicals has
led them to alienation from the society and culture in which they

e are grateful for a useful phrasing of the prcblem to Tilliam
Newman's Liberalism and the Retreat from Politics (W.¥Y., 19¢64).
Ihid., D« 26
Ibid.;, ps 27
Ibid., p. 47

o~y 4.

L]
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live and seek to work. This alienation has. become so acute
that the utopians search quixotically for ways to overcome the
dominant forces by sudden and abrupt remcval of all impure and
oppressive institutions, at the same time shunning ways of
thinking and methods of organization~that would enable them to
build popular democratic movements within the society as it

is rather than as they would wish it to be.

These liberal-radicals have become infected in Shaw's term,
with a Weltverbesserungswahn -- world-betterment-craze -- which
leads to disconnected and misdirected adventures in organization
for dramatic social imorovement.

One corrolary of this Weltverbesserungswahn is the
notion that the worse things in America become, the better
are the left's chances of achieving change. This attitude, first
articulated by Bakunin in the days of the First International,
has been given new force by a prevalent misunderstaniling of
the depression of the 'Thirties. It was, indeed, the worsening
economic conditions which laid the basis for social discontent,
and to that degree the success of the left stemmed from the
depressed conditions. But during that period, the relevant
and organizationally successful movements were those which
participated in the popular front and supported the New Deal,
gaining prestige and power to the degree that conditions im-
proved during the depression.

A second, equally tragic corrolary of the utopian atti-
tude toward history and society is the dearth of any directed
attempt to form a lasting, although flexible, ideological van-
tagepoint from which to view social reality. This failure can
again be traced to their negation of nistory, and their con-
sequent sep.ration from political life. Even though some liberal
utopians loudly proclaim their opposition to the anti-ideological
diatribes of Bell, Hook, et. al., thev fail to produce any
consistent theoretical approach of their own. This leads in-
evitably to the loss of perspective in critical evaluation of
specific strategic and tactical alternatives. Thus, in an
effort to be "radical,” to nold up the banner of the New Jeru-
salem, the Gideon's Army of the world-betterment-craze ignores
the axiomatic proposition that radicalism must "go to the
root."” The root is man ~-- and the story of man's dynamic de-
velopment is history. In rejecting history, in rejecting so-~
ciety, the utopians are rejecting reality.

The Utopian Solution

The utopian, unwilling to make an ideological commitment,
has institutionalized the search for vagueness, and values the
quest for a theory far more than the prospect of finding
one. In such a state, the utopian has only one "objective
criterion" to apply to a given tactical problem =- "how left
is it?®* Powerful vehicles are concocted for the pursuit of
the”true radical solution”; but, as with Thoreau's steam en-
gine, when the smoake clears, and the shouting dies down, it
is the utovian who has been run over. In reality, the question
of "how left is it/" means "how far does it depart from what
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is considerad prover behavior for middle-class America?" And,
in the last analysis, the utopians' criterion of leftness is
subjective. When this approach breaks down, as it must in prac-
tise, the utopian turns to ‘the old stand-bv, pragmatism.le
casts about for whatever works, and since the "radical" solu-
tion sought was subjective in the first place, he has only

to proclaim what work as the logical outcome of what was
sought all along, This a proach can sometimes yield results:
indeed, the capitalist system has been operating on it since
1750. However, if pragmatic politics turn out to have radical
content, it is accidental. And genuine, radical solutions
never comwe by chance.

In their attempts to find a way of of the old scciety,
some utorians retreat into the "islands of alienation” --
the ghetics of the Negroes, the Puerto ricans, and the poor.
These are felt to be the most "radical® place from which
to fight the “"Establishment.” ‘7That the utopian proposes is
not merely that the left engage in community organization.
Noone oprcses this. But the utopians would have community
organization stop short of »nolitical participation by ghetto
elenents.

We most emphatically support political organization in
the ghetto. "e have previously noted that the ghetto groupings
ar2 a vital spart of the New Coalition: cur critigre is of
the manner in which utopian liberalism approaches the problem
of wcrii in the ghetto, and the degree to which that approach
de-erphasizes other forms of activity and ignores other possible
constituencies,

In his approach to community organization, the utopian
relies almest exclusively on the tactical weapons inherited
through tha CIO and other movements of the 'Thirties which
have been »erfected bv the civil richts movement: the denion-
stration, the sit-in, and other forms of direct action. The
tragedy is that because utopianism rejects history, it fails
to seze the other lessons of the 'Thirties. It fails to dis-
cover that the CIO used other methods to consolidate its power
and make its voice felt in the seats of decision-making. The
leaders of the industrial unions recognized that one must
move beyond direct action and attempt to wrest from the static
elements in the society the power through which they maintain
the status quo =-- the political power of the city, state,
and federal governments.

Yhen the utopian sees a community movement wither and
die because of its inability to achieve even a short range
fictory, he can only wail that this proves the ccrruptly ab-
sorbent nature of the "Establishment" - the "power structure"”.
4is rejection of history, of society, and cf reality does
not allow him to recognize that for anv movement to succeed, it
must nourish itself with the hope of victory; and victory
cannot be won if real, political power is seen as too tainted
to be grasped.



14,

There are specific times and situations in which mainstream
organizations and movements become bureaucratically encrusted .
or politically misdirect=ad to such a degree that they become
unresponsive to the needs of their constituents. There are
also times when the members of -.an organization or movement
suroass their leadership in understanding of the issues, in
militance, and in readiness to act. It is from the observation
of repeated occurrences of such situations that scme uwtopians
come to insist on the necessity for building new organizations --
new trade unions, new political parties, new social movements
of all kinds. The difference between us and the utopians on this
point is two-fold. First, the utopian liberal tends to gener-

a lize and wants to work for "newness now” in all organizational
areas. e acgree that some situations call for fresh organiza-
tional approaches, but this is a matter of specific tactical
policy, and not cne of political philosophy. Second we belive
that the major function of organizational innovation by radicals,
is to urge the mass movements into a more forward posture

rather than attempt to replace them (although at times they are
in fact replaced).

A concept long implicit in the work and thought of the
utopian liberals has recently been given theoretical expression.
In an article, "Beyond Automation,” in the November, 1964, issue
of Monthly Review, George and Louise Crowley speak of the
chronically unemployed and never-emnloyed in these terms:

"The (lumpenproletariat) today constitutes a
true class...with a common aspiration: to con-
sume the fruits of humanity's conquest of na-
ture without submittting to repressive social
relations. The permissive lumpenproletariat
scorns...the factitious morality that upholds
wage enslavement and privaticn. Their slogan
is "Now!" =-- freedcm now, peace naw, ahundance
now..They and they alone cat s=ttle four
nothing less than thes Lrensformation of so-
ciety and the transformation of man. Their
ranks are growing, and their vanguard is on
the move. "

Let us examine £or a moment this lumpenproletariat. Ex-
cluding the Negroes, Puerto Ricans, and other minority groups,
what obssrvations can be made? First, it is important to dis-
tinguish between structural unemplovment and the unemployed
themselves. The utopian liberal states quite correctly that
because unemplovment is the result of structural defects in
the economic system, the unemployed are not to blame for their
idlenes 1 However, it is necessary to realize that structural
unemployment determinces the nurber and nct the pames of the
individual victims (we again exempt the regionally unemployed
and the minority groups).

That this means is that the total number of unemployed
is structurally determined, while the guestion of who shall




remain unemployed and who shall find enﬁloynent is largely de-
termined by individual factors of education,.training, back-
ground, skill, etc..

In other words, t B composition of that segment of the
work force ~—- now 5%+ -- is fluid; workers move in and out of
unanployment. lMany never find employment, and this is determined
as much by individual characteristics (e.g., age, skill, mo-
tivation) as by structural and regional factors. In Appalachia,
for example, the biggest obstacle to organization is the fact
that most workers with any leadership potential and skill have
long since left the area. The old, the sick, the illiterate
and the broken make up the majority of those who stay behind.
("Then the ZAppalachian imigrants reach the cities, they tend
to form a large part of the urban pool of chro nically unemployed;
they cannot compete for jobs with the native ci ty-dwellers,
who have seniority and greater industrial exparience, but
Appalachnans often make the best members of c"mn~wrcﬂznuzabhxm.
Cn Lhe other hand, the native lumpenproietazriat cf a c1-y
ig itsel{ comnosad of the agad, the illiterats, the sick, and
the unskilied vouth,)

"hat the exponents of lumpen theory have so far failed to
prove is tha" it is this sub.class as a whole which is poten-
tially revolutionary, and not just thos: c.ea=arts who have been
placed there by nearly—o!:eeu;ve circumstansss (e.”., minority
an< regional grouns.) In crdes to be cosvincing, the utonian
liberals will have to tell us just how large a group theyv are
referring to, its size in ten vears, its composition, and its
origin.

The utorian liberal, in speaking of the lumpenproletariat,
also confuses rnihilism with the desire to build a new society.
"The permissive lumnenproletariat scorns all pracepis to thrift,
indistriousness, and self-denial -- that is, o the factitious
morality that upholds wage-enslavement arnd privaticn."® whis
characterizaticn of lumpen culture is larsely true (although
we ncte in passing that to live on a welfare check is hardly
to scorn the przcept of thrift -- it is, rather, t.. epitcmize
theift.

It is indeed difficult to find anything that this "class”
is not against, . and for good reason. French workers and
peasants were more than willing to cppose Louis Hapoleon vio-
lentiv, and the radical leaders of the time th erefcra acsumed
that theze elements were for the same goals as the intellec-
tual and volitical figures who led the ficht acainst the
Emperar in 1876~71. It was not until the {ommune had gone down
in 2 J?nﬂa-ﬁa+u, unai ded by nepular fsrers coutside of cmrtain
se~tions of Poris, thaz the "radicais® rezlinzed Ltheir mis-
tzke. It is one thirng to e avainst the system and cuite another
to consciocusly strive to renlace it.

Is it true, as the Crowley's claim, that the lumpen's slo-

9. Honthly Review, ob.cit., p. 437
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gan "is 'New!' -- freedom now, peace now, abundapcs now"? Ve
would doubt it on the basis of our own experience in community
work., 'las it the lumpenproletariat who assembled in Washington
three hundred thousand strong to shout "Freedom Now"? Clearly
not. Is it the lumpen who bslongs to the trade unions, the
churches, and civil rights organizations that varticinate in
the civil rights struggle? Clearly not, unless-’ iatter-day u-
topians have redefined idarx's term "lummenproletariat." Negroes,
as an oppressed minorltv, have a universal desire for freedom.
0bv1ously, there is no basis on which to make this clalm for
vhite lumpen elements.

We would -also desire more evidence to support the con-
tention that the lumpen elements are demanding "peace now”
Jo dcubt the lumpen, as the Crowley's state, does not want
to be enlisted into the army; neither do we. (Their children,
however, do enlist in large numbers for the security, employ-
ment, and training offered at present solely by the army: 1if
the draft is abolished, it will be in part due to this
source of enlistees.,) Opposition to being drafted is scarcely
synonamous with being for peace. The lumpenproletariat are
the first victims of the mass media's lowest level, and are
consequently subject to the hysteria of the continuing cold
war. "Thile the lumnen does not want to be affected by war,
neither does he want to have his country’'s name tarhished by
"all those gpirsquezk Dommunist countries," in the Daily News'
slangy phrase, in Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

The claim that the lumpmenproletariat, with their alleged
slogan of "abundance now," constitute-a new vanguard class 1is
not only swveculative, Sut contrary to the historical pattern
of this group. Jorse, pre occupation with the lumpen-as-vanguard
notion diverts attention from the hard job of developing the
alliances essential to the Hew Coaliticn. Exponents cf lurmen
theory would do well to remember that, automation notwithstand-
ing, less than 25% of the work force are wmembers of trade
unions =-- there is still work for radicals as organizers of
the unorganized, particularly in the South.

In adéition to their misinterpretation of the political
potential of the lumpenproletariat, s.me utopians have plunged
into the Jordan River of cybernation. Responding to the Crowley’s
declaration of faith in the lumpen vanguard, Todd Gitlin (Month-
ly Review, December 1264) states:

One advantaqe of the jobs-~or-income formulatiocon
is that...it allows the workers themselves to
work out their preferences: if they want to

work (in the old sense), okay:; if they don't,
also okay. Such an outcome requires that cy-
hernation be neither uniformly endorsed nor
uniformly <(oncemned, but rathesr implementad or
halted according to the oonticn of the ademocratic
planning bodies that must come into »eing.

(emphasis ours: DI/SM)
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In other words, the workers in transition to lumpen
status must be democratically organized so that they can
decide whether or not cybernation is necessary for their
"good life." It is our opinion that, so long as there is
international ecrnomic competition, certainly as long as
there is economic competition within this country, cyber-
nation must be viewed as a stage in the further develop-
ment of the industrial revolution, not as a policy which
can be revoked at will. Cybernation, while qualitatively
different from the intrcduction of steam or electric
power to industry, is similar in that, once it is a-
dopted in one factory, industry, or country, the anarchy
of capitalist competition demands that all others rush to
develop their cybernetic capabilities to prevent loss of
markets and investment capital. Thus, cybernation is an
objective economic factor which develops quite independent-
ly of the individual producer's will.

In short, cybernation is with us as an inexorable
process, a part of the continuing industrial revolution,.
The left must address itself, not to the false cuestions
of whether cybernation is "good" or "bad,” "sufficient"
or "insufficient," "desirable” or"undersireable" --
to do so is to imitate the 1924 Arkansas state legisla-
ture, which voted to change the wvalue of the symbol
"pi? fro.3.1416 to 4. Rather, radicals must determine
how social consequences of cybernaticn can best be or-
ganized to fulfill human needs.

Data for Lumpen Theory

Voicing the feeling of many utopians, Todd Gitli%ohas
written: "what Myrdal calls the 'underclass' and what the
Crowley's call the 'lumpenproletariat’ (is) the primary
agent of social change at this time...the initiative must
come from the bottom."” Inherent in this position is the
assumption that the devrived third of the nation feels
alienated from American society, is discouraged with
existing economic policies, and is, therefore, ready to
be organized into a radical interracial movement of the
poor. A movement composed of that large a portion of the
population, it is asserted, would have sufficient strength
to form a militant nucleus and draw around it a broader-
based movement, thus achieving a radical breakthrough.

This thesis reguires closer inspection. It is cor-
rect to state that eertain segments of the poor can be
organized around radical eccnomic issues.
large portion of the »oor is currently receiving aid from
Pederal, state, and local assistance programs of various
kinds, they are organizable arcund the

15. Monthly Review, op.cit., p. 527
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guestions of extending and improving welfare henefits and
programs., A far smaller number of the poor than the utopian
supposes is organizable around the issues of jcbs and em-
ployment.1l

There are 47 million families in the United States, and
11 million unrelated individuals -- 191 million Americans. Of
these, 7.5 million families have an annual income of under
$2,500, while 3.2 million unrclated individuals have an annual
income of under $1,500. Using this base, and a conservative
family size of 3.4 pursons, one can estimate a total of 28.7
"hard-core" poor.

Of these 22.7 million Americans who constitute the heart
of poverty in our society, 7.8 million aré in families whose
head is over sixty~five years of age. If wc assume that
when the head of a housshold is over sixty-five, the family
usually consists of an elderly couple, occasionally with a
grandchild, we can conclude that the numbe: of these families
represen:s approximately the number of the indigent aged. To
these 7.8 miilion must be added an additional 2.7 million
poor, unrelated individuals who are over sixty-five, giving
a total of 10.5 million aged poor.

Given their health problems, .in addition to the simple
fact of age, we cannot expect these peonle to be active
workers, or even active members of a movement of the impov-
erished. The aged do not have an immediate stake in
employment-related gquestions. They could be -- and have
been -- made a vocal part of efforts in support of the King-
Anderson medicare bill, for example, or increased social
security benefits. The inclusion of the aged in a movement
of the poor would be a miscalculation; including them as a
portion of the New Coaliticn would be a mors realistic and
accurate view.

This leaves 18 million poor =-- 10.9 of these in families
headed by females. Approximately one-third of these are
adults, the rest dependent children. Mothers who must care .
for children with no male in the household are a difficult
group to organize. Issues related to the education of their
children evoke interest, as does the question of increased
welfare payments and liberalizaticn of aid to depeadent
children and other relief messures.Again, these are legislative
issues requiring political allies and electoral action. It
is doubtful that many women in this category are organizable
as unemployed per se -- and indeed, we would consider the
aprpropriate radical demand in this area to be that these
individuals be ccmfortably pircvided for so trnat they are
not forced to work until after their children are grown.

Subtracting the 10.9 million persons in families
headed by a female leaves 7.3 million persons, one-half

11. Our thanks to Rsymond G. Brown for his assistance
with this statistical analysis.
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million of them unrelated and the rest composing 2 million
families. Assuming that both husband and wife are considered
as in the labor force, and adding the single individuals and
subtracting dependent children, we find that there are only
2.5 million adults who can be considered as generally or-
ganizable into a radical movement of the poor. This figure
includes- 1.4 million Negroes. What percentage of this 2.5
illion is unemployed, and what percentage is employed in
low-paying or part-time jobs has not yet been computed.

It is apparent from these statistics that the organiza-
ble "hard core” preor -- no matter what name they are given --
are by no means a ~cafficiently large group to constitute
a seperate and successful movement by themselves. It is
absolutely necessary to consider these poor as one part
of a broader and more diverse New Coalition. A failure to
devote as much effort and attention to the development
of allies of the pocr and dispossessed as is devoted to
the poor themselvaes is to betray them into the hands of
the status-quo.

Politics of the New Era

Daniel Bernd recently noted in the New Republic12 that
we are living in a time of great paradox. "...- e have just
electad the most liberal Congress in 25 years, yet never
before have we been in greater danger from the right wing,
not even...in the McCarthy era.”

e have elected a President who, at least, recognizes
what problems confront us and is opening frank discussion
while beginning limited attempts at their solution. We
have a more favorable international situation’in tcrms of
relations with the Soviet Union and other bloc naticns than
we have had in twenty years. e are confronted by a popular
movement for Wegroe rights, and we ars witnessing the devel-
opment of Negro~white action for full employment. And, for
the first time since the 1930's a student movement exists
which is not isolated and invisible.In short, not since the
New Deal have the opportunities for real social progress been
so great. We do indeed stand on the brink of a "Great So-
ciety,” not merely because President tells us so, but be-
cause the forces are present to make this society great
if we can only seize the opportunity.

But the reason that this is a time of paradox is that
in spite of all of the positive factors of the present
period, we nonetheless face the gravest threat from the
ultra-right in recent times. The ultras feel that they, too,
are on the brink of their great society: for the first time
they seem to have captured a major party; for the first
time they have won 27 million votes for a reactionary ticket;
for the first time they have a grass-roots movement.

12, December 5, 1964, p. 9
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The ultras are smug in their assumption that a coalition of the
liberal=left forces cannot solve the problems of the country, and that
the next round in the political battle for power will be fought in their
ring under ‘their rules.

This, then, is the contradiction of our present politics: on the
one hand a great possibility for change, and on the other a real possibil=-
ity of victories for reactions It is the essential political question
confronting America. in the new era.

While it is not within the scope of this paper to draft a legis—
lative program for the emerging New Coelition, we would like to give a
few examples of the kind of demand which radicals can raise. Some of
these could be achieved in the next four years if political developments
favor the growth of a real and lasting New Caalition, and while they
do not reach the society we would like to establish, they do create some
of the pre-conditions for it.

FULL EMPLOYMENT

There can be no effective beginning of a war against poverty so
long as chronic, high unemployment persists. Under such circumstances
even the minimal and most modest proposals for job training in the
Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 will fail--because one cannot train
a man for a nonexistent jobe With the goal of full employment in
mind, we should work fors:

#* The AFL-CIO's call for immediate passage of a $2 billion appro-
priation for accelerated public works, as an urgent first step toward
a massive public works program,.

* The majority proposal of the Senate Subcommittee on Employment
and Manpower for an additional added expenditure of $5 billion a year
on socially useful projects.

* Building of 2.3 million new dwelling units per year for the next
10 years, with the deficiency of privately built housing made up by a
massive public low c¢ost housing program. Adoption of new prineiples in
the construction of public housing to improve its quality radicallys no
more high-rise class and race ghettoess building on new land that can be
goenuinely integrated; full rights to tenants' committees in public housings
imaginative architecture.

* Increase in the federal minimum wage to $2 an hour and extension
of coverage to all workers, including farm workers.

* The 35 hour week, increases in vacation time, and expansion of
the sabbatical principls.



DEFRESSED &REAS

The depressed area legislation passed in the first years of the
Kennedy Administration shows the price exacted by ths Dixiecrat-Republican
coalition: the refusal of funds to many industrial areas; their concentrate
ion in the south, often under the control of a while racist power struciure;
the denial of rational planning procedures. We whould work for:

* The Appalachian bill, as the start of a beginning of a commiiment
to that region.

* The principle of regional authorities in depressed areas planning.
* A crash program for education in rural depressed areas.

#* Federal grants to depressed areas community action programsg--
with the provision that all groups in a community, and particularly
minorities, have a right to take part in the direction of the program.

* The creation of T.V.A.-type authorities in the war against poverty
in Appalachia, in the Ozarks, in the Columbiz and Missouri River vallsys.

AGRICULTURE

In recent years, agricultural production and misery have been the
sirmltanecus wonder of the nation. The scandal of poverty in the richest
fields of history is well known. Much of this scandal can be blamed on
a generation of special laws written st the behest of corporation farms
and other agricultural giants. We should work for:

* Extension of minimum wage and collective bargaining rights to
migrants and farm workers.

* Expansgion of Iigrant Health Act to provide for hospital care
and medications.

* Abolition of the entire patiern of migrant labor through control
of the effects of the new technology, through planned provision for re=-
training and employment opportunity in expanding sectors of the economy.

* Frovision for a loan and grant program for poor farmers under the
Economic Opportunity Act of 1964,

* Plamned encouragement of cooperaitive farming as against corporation
farming.
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PLANNING

Our basic committmant is to national economic planning, with
all that this implies in democratization of the economy. Ue should
work for: '

* Tmplimentation of the Employment Act of 1964 through the present-
ation each year by the President of a national full employment budget,
proposing public action to make up that year's deficiencies in job
creation in the private sector.

* Expansion of the role of the council of Economic Advisors,
charging it with projecting rowth trends on a long-term basis and with
proposing legislative remedias for deficiencies in the private and public
sectors.

* Immediate initiation, under the Department of Labor, of a long-
range manpower study, to provide a rational basis for educational and
other planning.

* Creation of a Department of Urban Affairs with cabinet rank in
the federal government. This department would concern itself with bur-
geoning problems of our growing metropolitan centers and should aid in
the creation of regional planning agencies to cope with water resources,
public transportation, water and air polution, land use and orderly urban
development.

WELFARE

An adequate public welfare program is essential tc a meaningful
war on poverty. Present welfare programs are often woefully inadequates
We should support:

* Expanding of the Social Security program to all Americans as a
right, independent of their experience in the labor market,

* Immediate doubling of Secial Security O.A.S.I. benefitss and of
the federal tax base for Social Security, with employers and allocations
from general funds meeting the increased payments.

* Complete federal financing of the A.C.D.U. program ( Aid to the
Dependent Children of the Unemployed), rather than the present system of
federal-state matching payments.

* Raising all welfare benefits up to the level of adequacy ad defined
ty the Bureau of Labor Statistics, and total rejection of the notion that '
benefits can ever be computed as a percentage of nseed.
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EDUCATION

The technological society now coming into existance requires higher
and higher levels of skills and training. Yet, of the 26 million young
Americans entering the economy during the decade of the 60's, 7.6 million
will not finish high school and 2.3 million will lack even a grads school
education. And many millions of those graduating from our high schools
will, in fact, also lack the skills required by our society. In this
economy, such education is education for poverty: we should work for:

* The proposal of the Senate Subcommittee on Employment and Manpowsr
that this society commit itself to fourteem years of universal, free
public education.

* Recognition that going to school is a productive activity, and
therefors should be compensated through a "G.I. Bill" for all American
youthe

* Federal aid to public education, with money appropriated according
to need as defined by the original Kennedy Task Force, tather than the
inadequate sums proposed in the present bill.

* Extensive federal aid for adult education in the area of vecational
training and retraining, as well as in the development of liberal arts
educational programs for those above high school ages
MEDICAL CARE

We should work for:

* A plan for universal medical care in which the citizen is free
to choose the doctor and the type of care he desires, similar to the
one proposed by President Truman in 1947.

#
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