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TENANTS' COUNCIL
With the establishment of the so-called M : |
' of the so-call ercer-Jackson Tenants' Counci
focus of Trenton SDS activity has wiritched to the nearby South Ward %gggcghe

3 Ares, a clearance area to be demolished within the next two years. In the
Mercer-Jackson area, over a hundred signatures were collected on a petition
protesting o, dangerous and garbsge ridden creek which runs through the
middle of the area. These signatures, however, were collected almost
entirely by our staff. We have been uneble to find eny significent leader-
ship in this area. We hope to present the petition to city council next
Thursday. « " -

In the South Ward area, we hayé had a preliminary and plenary meeting of the
Union St. (6 snd 12 indigenes™ respectively) which drew up a letter calling
for systematic extermination of rats, boarding up of condemned bulldings
eleaning sewers, etc. We will have meetings on Cooper and Bloomsbury
definitely and Lemberton and Warren probebly, beginning next Wbdnesday.
There is & Negro conatruction unionist who has been particulerly helpful

in talking to large numbers of people and in setting up the:Cooper and
Bloomsbury Street meetings. We hope to have a march on city hall August
26, the day of the federslly required public meeting, to démand more public
‘housing and the construction of low-cost housing in the rénewal - area,

as well as some high-cost apartment structures. This is st111l only a
possibllity. L3y '

BLOCK ORGANIZATION

If possible, we will try to get the S. Ward block organizations to have a
"register-in" day at the Public Housing office, as part of the previously
mentioned PHOIN plan. The white part of PHOIN though, seems unlikely. If
we are eble to pull it off -at all, it will probably be with only a sprinkling
of whites. ' A news~sheet will be started for the area.

The Mercer-Jackson area seems too deeply split by racism, language and age
differences to have block orgenisation potential. While there may be leader-
ship potential in the area, we have not been sble to elicit it, and in the
meantime it drsgs along with seven or eight peéople per block meeting, and
with all of theé work; practically, being done by us. ' Another problem is that
one staff member who srrived late has declded to leave us, although she was
very successful in making contacts, and andther is leaving for Mississippi.
Although the latter had informed us of his plans at the start of the project,
these departures result in disruption of work end someé demorslizgtion. Linked
with lingering commitienb-in an arés not producing sigrnificent .promise, these
departures may even possibly leavé us understaffed. As 8 résult we may .
take on an additional workér; although only & month remsins. '

;1> 'OTHER PROGRAMS _ .

Our film program is continuing successi it gives some 1egi€imacy but no local
contacts. The tutorial program is more trouble then it's ‘worth, since in

the summer kide and tutors both come and go like flies. The project is in
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good financial shapw, and,the threat of eviction for housing violaticns ie
pest: Rosie the Slumlady hag met about 25% of the city's 65" - Point
Progrem for Improvment of 521 Market Street,3 and they have to glve us
30 days notice anyway.

At the projectmsster's insistence there is an unnecessary appendix to
explain three preceding words:

1. indigene -~ wne who is indigenous to

2, Roslie -- our landlady

3. 65 - Point Program -- our house has 65 violations
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Several block meetings and a feﬁ actions on the blocks during the week led
us this morning to a new strategy on housing and some new'ideas on the re-
lation between blOck activity and community-wide actiiity.

On Hunterdon 1 where a woman was being evicted because she had no money and
was being denied welfare, 20 people accompanied her to court Monday morning
and succeeded in getting the eviction postponed a week and then all went to
the welfare office with her and/deSpite the fact that the police kept them
oub while she was being interviewed succeeded in getting her on welfare. S
She will now be atle to pay her remt and we have a victory. Perhaps the most
significant thing on this block has bben the long hours of conversation with
the two men who are. the block leaders, One of them is an unemployed guy
from the Virgin'Islands and 1s the most promising community leader we'lve -
come acrosg yet. The organizer on the block has talked to him about every--
thing from housing to garbage to Cuba and he ‘has really begun to think stra-
teglcally and take real. responiibility Ffor the functioning of the block
group. This is our most successful block,

Hillitde is planning to hold separate tenant meetings in some of the large
apartments on the block rather than trying to biing tenants into the main
block group which is now mostly homeowner. They will meet separately and

‘earry out some actions of their owmn and develop some of their own leader-

ship before they join the main group in order that they not be swallowéd
up by the already established block leadership.,

.Other blocks were less successful. On Rldgewood 2 a group of five- people

went down to the Board of Health to complein about their buildings. One
woman has had no water for a month, several others have no hot water, and
all have rats, roaches and other typical complalints.' The Board promised
to send inspectors to all the buildings the'next day, One inspector came
to one bullding and never got to the others, At the'second block meeting-
attendance dropped from 20 at the first meeting to 8. People are very un-
willing to do things., This block alone cannot get the Board of Health to
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enfor@e the housing code, and because the buildings:.on the block did only
three or six family buildings and because they are all of different land-~
lords, protests against specific landlords are very dangerous because of
the risk of eviction.

On Hunterdon 3, hours spent in leafléting the tenants on the block did

not pay off as mostly homeowners ghowed up at the first meeting. They
blamed the tenants for the housing problem on the block and were generally
very bad.

Ridgewood 1 is a group of tenants from two apartment buildings, There -
scems to be a very good possibility of:a vent strike in one of thé buil-
dibizs: . The tentative plan 1s for everyone to keep their rent next Saturday
and all go dovn to picket the landlord's office instead. There seems to
be a very good chance of getting a majority of the tenants comiitted to
this but by itself the block group could not mobilize enough p=ople to
block an eviction or prevent a lock-out by the landlord.

The whole housing problem is complicatéd by the fact that the area wejre

working in has becn declared blighted by the'city and is scheduled for QZE7

complete clearance within {he next 3-5 years. Thus landlords are very i q

hesitant to put any money into thelr property in the area. It is probablg é%zlzé
¢ J

that no amount of pressure by the block group or by the whole community
could force the landlords of the apartments on Ridgewood 1 to fix up their
buildings. They would sell them first or go on paying fines.

Tt was in this context that we had a discussion about thiee weeks ago about
housing strategy. Our basic premise was that eventually housing should

be a public utility and that therefore any housing movement must eventually
be focused on the ¢ity. The question was whether to begin first with pres-
gure on the landlord or whether to hit the city from the very beginning.
The arguments against the first approach were that it tended to perpetuate
the myth that private enterprise could provide good housing for everyone,
and that it was hard to raise the long ranke lssue of public housing in

the context of a fight against landlords. The argument for hitting the
city was that it made it possible to stress the public utility idea from
the véry beginning, and that there was a very clear logical seguence of
demands: first inspect and serve notice of violations, then if the landlord
refuses to fix up have the city itself fix up and put a lien on the property
and if the landlord refuses to pay, take over the property. If the housing
is too bad to be fixed demand public housing from the beginning.

This was a very theoretical discussion and at that point didn't relate dir-
ectly to the things that we were doing on the blocks. Since tgﬁg several
of the blocks have begun work on housing and we have found that sharp dis
tinction we.made between the two approaches really didn't exist in actual
work on the blocks. If people on a block decide that they want to picket

a landlord we can't stop them and tell them they should focus on the city
instead. This is especially true because they may be able to get certain
concrete results from a landlord whereas one block attacking the whole city
inspection procedure is very unlikely to wih -anything. Moreover we have
found that people are not ak all unwilling to accept the ldea that the city
is responsible for providing good. housing.

A problem remained however, although it turned out to be one of organizaiion
rather that one of basic strategy. Up to now, with the exception of the
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one police demonstration all of our activities have been on the block

level; we've made no attempt to organize any community wide action.. Housing
is probably the biggest issue that we've done any work on yet and: in order
to win something in this .area’ yourhave & lot more horses than you do to.

win anything on welfare or a playstreet or garbage removal. And while it

is true that a.few of the blocks like Hunterdon 1 or Hillside may be

able to mobilize enough people to win a few things, most of the blocks
simply can't muster the horses” to get anything concrete done about housing.
You have to be able to mobilize 200 people for a demonstration abt the '
Board of Health or to block an eviction. But the problem is that a
community wide movement around housing could probably never win a general
change in the city's policy of inspection in the area because unider the
blight declaration the city is planning to tear down the area within three '
to five years. In other words, block action around block issué€s either '
can't get anywhere and community action around commurity vwide jssues

can't either. The only aternative left is community action around block
issues: ie., attack each block one by one, starting with the worst” houdes
when the'landlord doesn't do it demanding that the city take’ over the’”
bullding. Have demonstrations on the block trying to focus lots of pub-
licity on it. Have the block group on the particular block plan and . lead
the activitiés when it gets around to their block, thus developing lots -’ -
of leadership. This was the conclusion we came to at a staff meeting Thurs-
day which started out discussing whether we shoudl plan a mass meeling . g
to. bring together the people on the various blocks to give them-a - - -
feeling of unity and let -them see what other people were doing. WE dedided
that if we were going to have a mass meeting it shouldn't be just a few . '
fiery speeches to put everyone dn good spirits but that some specific
program or plan for action should come out of it. So we ‘decided to ‘call”

a meeting of the block leaders on the blocks we're working on and suggest
the idea there and try to get them to plan the mdass meeting. That will,. .
happen this week. . ' . P T L R

YOUTH

Our first youth meeting was harrassed by the police; prcbably because our Lonils
leaflet made them think:we were going ﬁo tneite a riot, saying among othet
things, "are you ready to fight?" On the might of the meeting there were
four police cars parked around the office and six or eight policemen -
standing around in front of the'office. The meeting was small ~s about =

40 kigs mostly 13-14 year olds. Almost everyone there was more interesteéd-
in working on schools than on recreation which was the issue mentiohed on~""
the leaflet. The most significant part of the meeting were three of the older
kids there whom we have worked very closely with in the last few days planning
the next meeting. .They are timly'a wonder. One is a married guy about 21,

a house painter and a good artist. He's really hot on doing something about
the schoolg, told us all sorts of:terrible stories about South Side High
School and about police brutality. He's going to lead the next meeting. He
also hay . very good contacts with the local gang, the Aztecs. The other two
people are two sisters, one 18 and the other 15, both very smart and willing
to work. The older one knows.a fantastic mumber. of pepple at South Side.
Thus we have three committed people’of three different agew, two of them
capable of amsuming real leadership.. The future looks good." %the next meeting
is being called around schools: "Do you want to go back to the same old
school? Same old teachers? Same old bunched ap classes? Same old books? Same
Jjammed cafeteria? Same old cop in front of the school? Same old no locker
room?" (They woote it.) . '

g
-
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COMMUNITY RELATTIONS

We!lve become very friendly with several people in the neighborhood. Sev-
ersl women invited the:project over for dinner one evening. One young
woman ceme to #see The Orgenizer with us yesterday (very good movie).
Several people drop by the apartment regularly to chat: We have half

8 dozen people who will come oub leafleting with us anytime we want.
This is good. - ' . : /
Reporter: Larry Gordon

o o
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on Front Street and ‘in ‘the Mary St

CHESTER 342 ULRICH

Ag the project members become more deeply involved in block organization
we find it difficult to allot our time to other constantly increasing and
eqnglly«imPOrtant activities whichfhave-appeared'with greater familiariza-
tion and experience in Chester. It has taken several haphazard end odd-
hour- meetings to decide whether such problems as unemployment, swimming
pool demorstrations, ‘ofganization and simplification of research material
and agricultursal shepe-ups deserve -time previously used by individuals to "~
work in specific block areas. To some extent we plan to broaden our scope
of activity but also hope to continue most of our work in the block organi-
zation structure. T '

BLOCK ORGANIZATIONS -

The block organizations continue but the focus of their protest is chan-
ging from the individuel lendlords to the city and its officials. A#s a
result of & call-in and petition the dilepidated house in the Ulrich street
block:6fganizat10n“where-we 1ive has been inspected. The Department of .
Public Safety says the house can come down &s soon as the ovner ib given 15°
days notice. However, the project house adjoining the condemned buildihg
will probably go with it as well as the entire row of houses which with the
dilapidated building constitute & continuous wooden structure. Notified
thet their house might be torn down, members of- the -organization gener-

ally agreed that they hed done the right thing, Now it is important both to
demand new piblic housing from & city which has flatly stated that no more
public housing will be built and to refuse to leayeuthe condetined buildings
until the eity has found a new place for people to live. This condemnation
under the new housing . code 18 beginning in several areas due to block organ-

1zation activity. - On Kerlin -Street fourteen houses were inspected and will

be condemned ag soon &8 they gre ‘again vacants The gamé pattern has occurred
'+ block .landlords are already trying to

gell their buildings: “Since bropérty:iS—legally‘and.practiéally powerful

in Chester this method may be more effective than &, rent strike., The almost
irrepai:able condiﬁ1bn'of.the houses snd the city's plans for extensive clear-

‘ance snd renewal mesns lendlords will bosrd up houses rather than fight.

tenants for_rentfor'make'éxpenSive_;epairé.

Althouéh~the rent strike is financially detrimental to landlords in Chester
its benefits for tenants are perhaps not worth the long struegele. The '
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tenant feces legal barriers at each step In the rent strike process, Tn
the Front Ste bhlock organization & woman singly struck against her landlord
and on Mondey July 27 disrupted the consteble’s sale of her furniture by
removing it Fiom the house. However she ls plone and now.subject to arrest
for this 1)legal act if she ddesn’t move out; T e number ofYandlords mslkes
1t difficult o get's lot of tenants to.put pressure on one in partleulars
Tn the fubtuve; tHeppAng the eitydn & bind by foreing it to condemn e num-")
bar of houses and then refusing to move untll new ones are built may be

more effectives =~ =

COMMIJT'TEE FOR FREEDON NOW

i " move . . B
The CFFN has recently decided to place/emphasis on housing. Talee during
this pest week we have talked with Stanley Branche who 18 now anxious to
make housing e drematic issue in Chesters We correloted what we have
learned #gbiub 1andlords” durihgzourtblack work into an indictment which he
will use against the big slum lords. We have also planned to begin street
corner ¥allies to émphaslze Chester housing conditions o both eity offic-
1als 6nd neifiborboodse These will begin sometime this week and should .
continie ¥egularly every night. The CFFN is elso asking us to prepere an
extensive geogrephlcal outline of (hester's population distribution, enploy-
ment status, educational conditions and housing conditions, which it will -
present to.thé Gresmter Chester Movement in hopes that this will gtrengthen
‘thelr demand for GCM's” emphasis on the lower west side of Chester. . -

YOUNG ADULT ‘COUNCIL AND VOTER- REGISTRATION .

The Young Adult Councll s in the streets working on voter reglebratlione.
Heving obtained street lists of who 18 vegisterzd and for which party, they
heve begun canvassing the Feat Side in sn effort to reglster &s ‘many people
pemotratic &g they ean in opder to vote out the McClure Republican mechine
eventually., They have also plenned & mass voter reglstration relly which -
hopes to. Join antiiGoldwateriem with anti-MeClurelsm, Although we exe nob -
involved in voter registiatlion, wé have found groups of people and_organ-'
jzations interested in working in this axef. T

NEW, SWIMMING POOL

The narch last Tuesday wiich brought 'bhirfbyohilarén down to City Hall

"to the mayor's office to demand & place for children to swim was such a

puccees that it wes vepested the following Mondaye On the first merch we
were denled entrance to an:open meetlng of the clty council but were met
by the head of ‘teh Department of Recreatione. -The kids shouted that they
vented & podl so no more chlldyen would drown in the swift and vocky .
Pelaware Rivers Trying to buy the -youngsters’ off with trifles gbout the

© aifficulty of finding the ioney to build such & pool the head of the Re~ -

crestion Department was cut dowa with shouts of "whet the . do we pey

_taxes for" and let the mayor-pey for " The Delavare County Timed |
" earried articles for the followlng three days sbout the paol as an 18sue.
Tt péems that & néw wwimming pool hes been desived for some time and is

ag populed en ides emong grownups s 4% 18 for the chlldren. We were pro-
mieed & meeting next Thesdsy (July 28) to discuss the matter againe Stan-
ley Branche will attend this meeting with the kidse On Mondey the 2Tth
another mavch to City Hall wes staged for the poole The number of kids
ned Goubled By this sime &nd so had thelr enthusiasme After talking sgain



1 C
Qiﬁxv"%Uﬁ>/

&y A )
‘%/ /\‘r\{ .‘\J‘ /‘-\1

{

/
A

2

Cheater page 3

With city officials end reminding them about the meeting the folloﬁing day

‘the kids picketled outslde the City Hell and marched around the block.

STAFF DECISIONS

At our.meetings this week we decided to devote enérgy to the organization .of

unemployed men. . On the Mary 8t. block we have run into & number of men inter-
ested in this issué. We hope soon ‘to start-a new block organization on’ Union
St. where there seems to be 8 ‘concentrotion of men. .Thig is an experiment
for block organization since in edmost every previous group ‘there has been
& predominance of women. We heve started a file on unemployed individvals

and hope soon to have & meeting with thems 7~ = e

" We also récently learned of the agriculture shape-ups in Chester for pickiﬁg

peaches and besns in New Jersey. We dalled the-employment office which gave

' Y18 the locations of stops and wages for the plckers. It's surprising that

" this work, in violation of the thild labor law is.condoried Fyeely by the

efipléymént. office. We plan to'investigete this erea and join the pickers

. on shape-up to find out conditions and the possibllity of organizing. -

...,QVWCW’;') :

'-AlreaﬂyVmentiOned'wus our decision to changs the focus of block orgenization

from slumlords to city and urban renewhl officials. We hopé to get a number

.. of houses 'condemned and & number of refusals to move with demands gt the -
‘e4ty go-back on its pledze of 'no mgre public housing. We- also thought that

e mass application for projects would help put pressure on the city., There

_are only 62 vacent project unitg. The change in demands from repsirs to

" new and-good public housing seems both more favorsble to tenants and more

'feagible as a means of protest.’

/Vo%e | fro;n*v Pz £,

"We are getting & lot of requests for Rennle's community organizing bibliography

(the one that was ‘sent out with the first newsletter-p,L&B), but we are aot
at all satisfied with the biblio... A new one cen be made quickly for the end

" of summer evaluvation meeting, cempuses,. and the: general public, if each

proJecﬁ member sends us & list of pertinent books and articles he has read
or heard of. Please do send us your list- annotated or at least categorized-

.when that next spare moment come#., Thank you.




