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HAZARD REPORT ‘ -

(Reprinted from the Appalachian Cormittee for Full Enployment's newa- .
letter, Voice for Jobs end Justice: November 5, 1964)

Illegal Procedures Charged in Conmnection with Picking of
) Election Officers

e et Hazard, Ky. -- William Engle, Chairman of the Perry County Democratic Execu-
_< tive Cammittee, filed suit in the Circuit Court agasinst the Perry County Election
" . - % . Camission charging illegal action in connection with the selection of election of-
R E e ficers. The Perry County Election Camission is made up nf Charlie Combs, Bigh Sher |
: ) iff, Eulus Rapler, Democratic Election Commissioner, and Mrs. Lester Baker, Repud. {
2 ! liceylection Camnissioner.
It was charged that the election officers were to have been picked by Septembe
}"' % 20, but were not selected by this camission until a ‘week before the election. It
. . vas also charged that the Perry County Election Cammission picked election officere
* O who were not on the submitted 1list in 11 precincts.

Circuit Judge, Don Ward, issued a mandatory injunction and requested that the
coroner notify.the allegedly illegally picked election officers not to serve, and to 4
inform the 1963 election officials to serve instead. Tbe coroner was umable to find N
1 o : ’ the High TIFL. The result was that on election day there was confusion, and vot. .
-; " l T . ing was held up at scme polling places for as long &8s 2 or 3 hours.
1 L N

" Sheriff Combs stated that the charges were not proper because they bad not bee.
filed within the five day limit before the election. Ee emphasized that the electic ” R
officers were pi'cked in an attempt to assure fairmess. . \ ~
. . % \ - |

) ) - 2 Poople.Beeded-to -Plan Programs : ' -

. - There is going to be a plamming meeting for commmity people who are intereet-
- . ~ ed in developing programs to be used in applying for federal money through the Beon- .
. . : . anic Opportunity Act. The meeting will be held on Monday, November 9 at the office
£ - __ # : ’ ' of the Appalachian Committee for Full Employment.

-

S s - ’ Bob Beifetz, & canmumity plamner for the Cammittee For Miners, will be there
. to help put the demands and needs of the cammmity into a formal program. The proe
- - : grams drawn up will be présemted at the next meeting of the. Upper Kentucky River Arer
o e R . Develomment” Council which will be held on November 23 &t the Fower Campany.
- R . . 5 e < 3

< . - e At tbe last meeting of this Council, 21 members of the ACFE were present to £i- e
s : S v i out from State and Federal officials how to get scme benefit from the pew Amtde = -
i e e o — : -t . - & ® Poverty Bill. Applications for maney for programs d6 not have to go through county
e i ? + ) ) : - © .and state officials. : They can go straight to the federal govermment. Eowever the g
BT : 4 s . £ i ,federal govt. bas set up area coyncils, like the Upper Kentucky River Council, which. =~ = i
. ot i g E covers Perry, Knott, Leslie; and Letcher-Countles. - ﬁ; S R e i e
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We don't know sbout people in Knot$, Les].ie‘, and Letcher Counties, but the ACFE know:
2 that there are a lot of people in Perry County who bavg ideas for programs to do scr.

real good bere. We want programs that will give us jobs at decent wages, better

schools with better pay for our teachers, betsder "houses to live in at rent we cen af

ford, bdetter hospitals and doctors, and roads that ariﬁt to travel on even in win.
-4 In fact there is not much that we don 't need bere in the county if it is to beccme
_ fit for peoble to live in. The Hazard Berald, in aneditorial on October 22 said tha
% .42 the ACFE meant what it said about doing samething to help the county, we “should
% . come forvard and participate in" the Anti-Poverty Bill. ——

- We did not heve to wait for this invitation. Twenty cre.of our members were a*
the above meeting and the reporter said nothing about this. At the begipning of the
year after ve sent a delgation to Washington, we asked Mayor Tawahare for representa
tion on-the board of the Perry County Development Association. Ee said we did not
need representation but could came to the meetinga,_ ~The reporter said nothing about
that. Nobody bhas ever gone to the troul k us people in the county if we baw

- idesg qbout bd:tering the county. The repo: er said nothing about that. .

Well we 1:11';g not going to wait -to be asked We are tired o? bha hing
and getting nothing but insuylts. We are all citizens of Perry County and 1f we want
a better county, who is better to do it. But we need all the help we can get to hel
ourselves. So came to thia meeting on Mondey with all your ideas for helping the

-- county. .We.are going to make our owp programs tq help us, not just the business peo

. ple in Hazard. Our programs will help them too. More jobs for us means more busine
for them. 3 4 5

: Grapevine Meeting Beld \ "

" On Sunday, Kovember 1 there was a cummmity meeting held at Walter Gamble's
Store on Grapevine, -About f&5 people attended. The speakers were Jason Cambs, -
Bverett Tharp, Berman Gibson, and Bill Bailey. .

- There's & Hole in our Mimeograph Machine] : .»-'g -

s -~Yea a bullet hole.--Right in the 8idd. The poor ol' machine chugs and groer
and spits each week as it tries to turn out Voice for Jobs and Justice. And the

bullet hole isn't all that's wrong with it! "It doesn't bold its ink well at all, bu
cribbles the black gooey stuff on. ntae_ks of clean paper. Iast week it decided not t-
work electrically, and page 5 had to be mm by hand. Sometimes the machine forgets

ti si a mimeograph and decides to be a paper folder. During these seizires, it .can
- _ ruin up to a resm of paper. -We' ve‘ggttohsveaﬂvmchine soon, or the Volce wj.u

de anenced of A
s ol ?Leale send your cmtri‘butions to: . Af c. F."E.A A
e o e .'501 High Street . -
: e o I v . kurd, Kentucky T
L e BT m'anch .. . . 7

e S mlncpleuponmsmm fmdabmnch of,theACFBmpox)b that they h:

-and bedbug infested Achool house, and deterpined thet the;
thqgotthgixcﬂidmhaqlkdmxttoaum school.

g in that lcboo]. house because ‘thepbats periodic

qeite abit o

/1—?;}21. guys who don't want to be a scab or can't get the chance to be one because so

Frdgress. mthei.r immediate goals. : group u\a formed durlnathe summer

Bazard/3

commotion. KRevertheless, out of these meetings a delegation was chosen to go to a
school board meeting to demand a school bus be put on the rced. The school board
would meke no pramises, claiming that the road was too narrow far a school bus. .
Everyone on Big Branch knew that if huge tanden trucks could use tbe road, a scool
bus should bave no difficulty.

As fate would bave it, the old sekcol house was struck by lightning and dburnec
down as the end of the summer. The children had to be bauled out to & better school . 9
But they were not given a standard school bus umtil more protests were made by the
Big Branch Comittee. The Big Branch E€amittee has recently been carrying on a let-
ter-writing campaign in an effort to get road improvements. They now have a promise
fram Cerl D. Perkina that their roaed will be widened and graveled scmetime “this fal:

Think of Scmething -- by Clayton er
= Busy, Kegtxicky 2 »

What on earth would we do without the _goll.ar-an -hour program? Scme of you we:
scabbing and eating surplus food and getting your conscience hurt when a gang of me.
called the pickets.got together and begged you to please take a stand with them to
keep decent wages. Those pickets had our county's future at heart. They were plee*
ing for your own children's future as well as their own children's future. I know -
true because I'p one of those men. . T
=

You've heard my name over the radio and read it manmy times in youxr newspaper.
I'm sccused of attempting to Gymmite a bridge at Dedsy. I've heard the judge sen-
tence me to five years in federal prison away fram my family. I can daly hope the
Court of Appeals will see things more in my favor. At the present time I'm with yo

her man is doing three men's jobs under that mountain of black dust. Do you know -
samehhing--1f they ever stop this project we've bad it--along with our nine childre:
our wives, our friends, our grocers. I'm not a man. I can't tell my kids tk. )
I'm best in amything right now. I don't even stan the stamp line longest. The. i

_always a gang of you guys abead of me. I neaer'gdn't make tbe project because I

caught a ride and was seen with a mam who our magistrate didn't like, because this
other fellow had sent in a petition against the magistrate. The judge lets me %
with another »man who doesn't like the magistrate. All was fine until the old magisk
trate startw needing me on the job. I yould hate to let the guy down who went my
bond and put mrselr back in jail by taking my own part---so be vins that round.

Yes sir" I'm thankful for the project. WMy family would starve to death with- N
out it. I ask.ed for-it along with Berman Gibson and about 26 other men when we wem.
to Washington last winter. But I'm going to féel sorry for my wife standing in the .

* stamp Iine this winter. You know there's no shelter fram the sun or rein or saow.

I guess if you other men can put your old bodies out there I can too---that is if
they give us_a day off. mtthenvegetco].dtoo,dm'tve. Thiz;kofscmthing, .
big man, pledse.
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"TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The complete, unexpurgated version of the summer
summary report of the Boston project can be obtained from
the Ann Arbor office free for the asking. A condensation
is in preparation. y=

. / ¥

ANN ARBOR ‘REPORT

The. "slick" magazine has undergone a change of name.
The editorial board has decided to change its title from
New Era to Ve e. Venture was the name of the magazine - \
published by the Student League for Industriai Democracy in
the Fifties, and by SDS in 1960-61. Another related piece
of information is that the first issue will go to t rinter
imabout a week. At long last. >

--Paul Booth

‘.‘.}. » E‘};‘ reason for an issue of the newsletter coming out at
this unusual time of the week is that the Cle.eland meeting
caused a disruntion of schedule, and some of these renorts
are slightly out of date. Wit he next issue we will resume
the normal sche’ ile. ’

‘ Y
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» Mgjor effort .in the paxt week bas been on the preparation of prog-'
pectuses for the B-PREP progrem and pursuing early steps toward a
questionnaire for the employees of the Ravy Yard and the Arsenal. Mike
Kirby end I talked with Kenneth Yycns, President of the National Asso-
_ciation of Govermment Employees. Our pre-conceived strategy was to

offer to help him and -the Union by tabulating any information on the
union members that they had in their files that they'd like to have
sumarized or analyzed, which same information we'd like to have as -
part of our redearch effort. We strepsed that we were interested in

such informaticn ‘cn the employees of any installation or company in the . -
Boston Area that was vulnerasble to either cutbecks or shutdowns. We
listed same of the items we'd like to have and promised to send him a
follow-up letter with a more camplete and systematic listing. Our’
strong expectation is that we can make a good case for/ getting additiomal
employee informaticn that isn't in the files -- once we ncw what they
do bave, We expect that if they become interested enmough in such
background items as "skills acquired in previous jobs but not used,”
ete., we can 2lso put in a few attitude questidfis without their raising
strong objections. Oub "strategy™ will remain flgxible, however, to say
the least. But, step number one was campleted vhen Iyoms said we could
came back next week and sit down with the staff member who keeps the
files and go over their ccntents with-him. It turns out, incidentally,
‘that NAGE represents the maintenance and manufacturing workers at —
both the Ravy Yard and the Arsenal. w

Mils .Weinstedn, Harvard SDS member who has been helping us ror-’f‘f‘
mulate the questicnnaire so far,.visited the Arsenal's Public Relations
office and picked up scme descriptive material. Mike plans to retwrn
next week and talk with the PR directar sbout the status and planning
at the Arsenal. At the same ‘time, I '(Jim Morey) plan to talk with the
Director of the Perscnnel Placement Team, which is a special wnit
brought in to help facilitate the "phase down,” nov scheduled at 250

- perscunel reduced per quarter up to 1967. 1 I expect they can give full .
infarmation cn ’

month's Conversion Report. I plan to check with Mike Kirby about doing
the same thing at the Navy Yard. ¢
- "The prospectus preparaticn proceeds painfully but purposefully, -
vith the lfkelihood existing that drafts (rough s hell) will be ready

cn each of them befare the end of next week. Rather than let the thunder
and lightning dribble out in advance here, I'll reserve comment at this
time. My-goal is certainly to have the drafts reproduced for ccments
wmﬁmwincmmemmgumm-mo@uw.smﬂ. .
Ope thing I will say is that as I formulate plans I'm impressed with the
need for samehow or ather arganizing a good-sized work-force fram 2
amang the fractidmal-time meople available and interested in the chapters
Plus same TTP'ers. In this regard, I mentioned to Steve Max that

Benello of TIP was going to Vermant this weekend,to talk to Goddard -
if we're in-
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a Mmmmedmmmmmthemmixsmemmma | r‘(‘ e . P&FPO P{f :
: better arrangement could be made with girls from Barnard: (could this be I L\.) L) JALY J . <
3 P.enningeon? P.B.). Steve said he'd make inquiries there thr a friend. . U - . )
In either case (Goddard op Barnard) we'd have to supply maybe $50 a - A
mthplusamngefcrmannndabitof‘bo&rd L] . J ) _
» ’,
AR Ihdia vithReva'endTaxSamplecfthehhas.Igomcitcm Urban Reneval . i g
S, A urch opal, invited me to spesk to their Interna -
— iy ma C:lng?éee 33;.2&1:20&@3. include descriptions of our work ) ¢ Last Monday (Oct. 26th), despite last minute comfusicn over the
in their Warld Affairs Newsletter (which goes out to 2000 or so0), would P meeting place (due to the church minister's having to oppose his 2
© < distribute same of our literature, and would expect same of the ministers N Board of Trustees), we bad a rally with over 100 people. Don, Jimmy 2
o to say samething about it. They can't do direct solicitation through Williems fram Philsdelphia CORE, Wilbur Johnson and Vel Chsmbers fram ,
the Newsletter but presumebly we sould get same private, small donati : the Young Adults Council (the civil rights group that hrought Stanley
through the publicity. In additicn, I'll press for gettting on.a Branche into the Cbester movement) and Eerman Dawson of tbe Rew Democrats
—speakers list so that we can appear befare Church groups and déscribe J © ( a pretty independent Negro branch of the city organization) spoke ~
our work. . _ S . <, e against urban remewal - Negro-removal « Jimmy Williams told
‘ < . - . . of Philadelphia CORE's similar enti-ur an renewval fight. Ee also = ¥ ¥
yeeig we're Just beginning to get same organized support in . offered their facilities to print a nevspaper *for us when he: was B
: 4 the office amd can look forward to more of smme in caming weeks. . % told of a press blackout againxt our position. y o |
4
The SDS meet; at Brandeis was on the small side =- not more than 5 Last minute efforts to put our views across to as many people as _
8 er 10 M&mj‘;gople during the evening. The choice of nights was possible will include: Fred Chambers (former VP of CFFN and & Fenn 2
bad -- with two other fairly big events going ocn that evening. The Project member) and Bill Daindrigge drawing up a camic bock on how
publicity vas strictly last-minute and there had been very little perscnal ’ urban-renewal hurts a family to be primted up by (X)RE,
‘  contazt work of those who might have been Induced to cage. We still hed S . making posters with "Negid;-Wake Up Vote No on the Debt Iicrease”
an interesting talk on conversion, but the set-up so far doesn't loock . !, to be put in store and hame windows; block leaders drawing up an
te.rribly healthy. Steve Max has been locking the situation over and will ] _ information leaflet to be.circulated by camunity people in their
give me his diagnosis and recammendaticns be.fcme be leaves. . . areas, by Swartimore kids in other areas. The Swarthmare kids will
also try to determine the effectiveness of intensive leafletting by \
I‘ o last but most, we maneged to take in $133.65 in dcnations in spite of cagparing results ﬁun an intensively leafletted whit area with en =~
. the fact that our' funding campaign is still in the holster. This amount unpropagandiz Pending a permit from the city fathers, the Few . B
will pay Conversion Report expemses plus same old (nearly bad) debts Independent ttee for Better Urban Renewal (RIC) probably will have . -8
accrued during the sumer. A program of. funding activities by the SDS ‘the use of sound equipment on Monday. -On Tuesday Swarthmore Dems and Zre s . &
chapters will be discussed at next week's steering group meeting. - SDS members, block and NIC people will serve as poll watchers along et e
N . vith scme Negro Democrats who will also push our stand. In addition, =
Our staff goes fram the October rate of two-fifths mn-mont!_: per!’ all of the blocks know about urban remewal and will help until the LI
mnthtomemn—mmthpetmnth,asotbbnday,ﬂovmberlst. That is i@forahighprcteatvubea@mstthebondismmtora . .
en increase of 150%, be gory!l ) o . Democratic ticket is over. -
==Jim Morey
T il .y e . This may sound grest BUI, except for the Chester Parents' Asso- £ 23
. B . ciation (our version of the New York Tax Payer's Assoclation and Birchers), 2oy
- : . o /F * the Orbit Artists Associaticn, the CQmittee for Freedon Now and ‘the
—e ;o - ael. otter previously mentioned organizations, we are alone in our fight. _
i - . — 2 . Just this past week, the NAACP and the I!egro Ministers® Associatica

came out for the City's program.
&
Block Work - Cw i .
mocka, ﬂththeexoeptionotthe}hz-y& andthflxerun St.
groups, havesuff&edﬁwimctivityduetotmspeutonmteat
rallies. The last block’ leaders’ meeting prodnoed seven people from
Mary St. nndsixﬁmallthemtotthe

&
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Saturday afternoon the Mary St. and Kerlin St. grcups will take a (\f\)

breek fram the Nov. 3rd rat race to begin building a play ground; that j}'\\\,
is, to clear a city-owned lot and to put wp a fence and a swing. They QN }
will then try to get more equimment fram the city. The City recreation
ent has been notified of cur intentions. One fellow and T
talked sbout presenting a bill to the City for our work. If we pull
this one off (and maybe even if we don't) we will try for anotber
playground and recreation building. The men on-the two blocks are
helping each other on their particular projects. Most of the mep are
wnemployed most of the time. Beo Volente, the beginning of a modified
JOIN organization. [The meeting that produced this project also
produced a letter~go the state welfare department protesting inadequate
checks and medical care, asking fogan inspection of the local DFA;
_and the leaflet for the playground.project.

Wednesday night block leaders will comtinue lest week's long

-«d4scusgi® on,how much we should beccme ensnarled with or dependent

on the Greater Chester Movement (coM). This discussion invdlves

many questions that staff disagreements have focussed on: radicalization,

effectiveness® of block organization toward radicalization, JOIN vs. GROIN,

mass movement vs.block organization in relation to democratic participation

and_city-wide econamic and social change, protest of GO and the President's
* gmti-poverty ‘program vs. reapiig toe few frults it offers.vs. a ccmbination

of these two positions. We will write more on-this later.

Every Sundsy night, staff, cammunity leaders and pert-time staff
will meet in an effort to lessen the force of ideological differances
by starting to make certain decisions as a group. This group has a
loose structure-end a limited area of decision making.

e

Chester is considering—=a remt-strike strategy similar to Newark's.
We bave, in the past week and a half, stumbled into the landlord-
realtor-constable camplex, and are loocking for a lawyer who will fight
any-and-all illegal actions by this part of the Establismment. Tony
Amsterdsm, one of the best lawyers in this field, ‘4s getting informatiom
for us but we need a Delaware County lmwyer, which he is not. So far,
the NAACP and ACLU have produced no one.

Fipances - AR - ) : #
=R s s s » -

. —&mﬂbk—m—ﬁmncm;ﬁmw“m._ Only with
thes'ciale{fortsofwbaidefriendsvenveabletopqaurust e

" vent (five days Iste). One yay of hope-came to dinner-last night,

Lloyd Lewis fram Pendle Ef1l, a Quaker-Adult Education Center in

Wallingford, Pa.  lLewis.also works with the Race Relations Camittee
: of the Friends Yearly Meeting in Philadelphia. Be was on special assigmment
%o Chester from this group last year and participated in the demonstratioms.
q _)gr.}gﬁq;s*gdnstopzt!nagoodvqrdformvithafo\mdatiouvhichl \
“gives money to SNCC. This'may net us $500 ’

) ) or.$600. In addition he's
facilities at Pendle Eill for meetings or yelaxing-

~meditating purposes avay fram the whirl of Chester. .Great. s

-

Hello Erapers,

This is a copy of a letter sent to the Chegter local paper. It contains a
syncpsis of our critique of wrban rencewal and ouy odbjections to the Greater
Chester lovenent.

) The demands at theend of the letter are
folks--with, perheps, oune or two exccptioms.

The demands care cut of block weetings, meetings of the New Independent Com-
mittee for Better Urban Renewrl, and long sessions ¥ith the memdtership of the Com-

mittee For Freedom Now, the Young Adult Couacii, and-th~ head of "irrderers"” Row"--

e local "geng" of arpreciable strcnth and conteining some "real sharp cets™--
(my brother used to "swing with Rou").
] The letter was signed by Wilbur Johnson, nresident of the Yo':ng Adult
Council (YAC); Stanley Branche, chairran of CLill; and me, chairman of the New
Independent Cormittee (NIC). . <
The peper did.not publish this letter, but we are sending copi

people in the state and naticnel ca.pitals., G Arige
-

Don Jackson

Dear Sir

There are two reascns for this long editorial letter. First, we want to point

out a few basic criticisms of the urban renewal and communit;

y development pregrons
that the City of Chester and the Greater Chester MHovement are propuﬂizingl.,-
:ssm want to put forth urban renewnl and commmity development promosezls

from the people.themselves .who inhabit our 3 2oi
oo " . ¥ i ‘slums, ghettoes; o—~i
areas 4 . - \

;Iistorico.uy, the officials of this city have used urbcn rencwnl and conm-
mpmrimex?mmmom“ as aggmiee.l greb-bags .with no consideration for the
- s Negre; alnost as, little considerat poor
and Puerto Ricans. ’ s A - .em i_on_!‘or vhites

\

Chester's Puerto ﬁican populzitlon Y from o high -of apporximately
six thousand to the present figure oft about cne thousand because our city has
offered these citizens nothing but slum housing, poor education, and joblessness.

. Poar white citizens, especislly on the. far West End have becn almost igaored
by the city-- except shen it has been a2vantageous for the city to. exploit them
or curry their labor. ; The. prejudices of some of:these whites have been shame-

fully used by the povers that be. -

Fov, in the wake of the Negro unrest. that threatened both the Delaware
County Republicen machine and Governor Secranton's short-lived drive to the Re-
publican presidentiel candidacy, we witness the bloomirg forth of the Greater
Chester Movement.. Besides the fact.that the Greater Chester lovement has yet to
back up its rhetoric about.progressive sociel chaonge for Chester, we havea =~ -
moral and philosophical aprrehension spout the.Greater Chester lovement. -
There oare no “grass-roots” citizens on the Greater Chester Hovemcnt. It was
neither started nor. staffed by the poor and working-class pecple in Chezter.

Yet, the GreatSr Chester Movement claims to represent.these pocples - In the fall
of 1963 and the spring of 1964, thousands of people merched and protested

dreds of

vere arrested and beaten, vhile fighting for the very sare

the demands of the "grass-roots”

5} h\m‘,.r-'- cna




causes that the Greater Chester Hovement merely talks about. Yet none of these

people were approached by Glli until ofter it was established. None of these people,

with the possible exception of a few leaders, were offered jobs and salaries to
continue the fight of the freedom movement for better schools and improved housing
conditions.

Whether '!.ntcntiomlly or not, the Greater Caester Hovement has become the
most widely publicized cover-up and buy-off orgenization in the history of Chester.
We, the poor and working class lNegroes of, Chester, regret and resent this. Ve
call on poor whites and gentlement and women of good character, cf liberal dis-

' positions, end of moral fibre to support our protest.

But it never has been the intention of thz Freedon Hovement to protest vith-
out offering elternative progroms, anymore thkn it has been our intesntion to esttack
~“those vhites in Chester who have problems sipfilar to ours. Just as we recognize
thet our real enemy is the system of a Republicen political machine and its finon-
cial cohgrts, we also recognize that our protest must be substantlated by a progran

**td comba’ "thg,rccial, political, and economic evils that infect the core of owr city

We have prograns, and ve.are preparingimore progrems. We have found the "gress-
~roots” people who want to work, and we are searching for more. We do not oxder
these people to work; we ask them if we can help. <

But, first, we vould. like to make clear why we are opposed to the current
urbsn fenewal plans. “ Basically; the city's ‘proposed plam fcils to hclp poor
Negroes and vhites in need of better living conditions. This progran would move .
them frod old slums to new slums. For other scgments of the population, urbdan
rcnewal presents a petchwork approach to problems; and, obviously, lacks the
all-over unifying design which is necessary. Problems of heavy unemployment, low
educational 1cvcls, and low income levels demand serious con$ideration in an wban
renewval program. The City's plan fails to deal yrth the ramifications of these
problens. R

Tumerous considerations other than the re’e’l néed.s of Chester's people have

determined the selection of the different renewal areas. The new "Towers" construc-

tion for the oged is being built by the expressway to dramotize this cntrence into
~ the city of Chester. However, this is hordly the best site for such a ccasiructien
-for the aged in v&aw of their specia.l ‘needs.

Pressure to. kee€p “the federal mney flowing in for- urbt>n renewal has resulted
in the hurried development ‘ofia mumber of vague proposals for additioral projects.
The city has called proposed-projects in the Waterfront Industrial Area ard in the
Central Business District-study areas. It has not outlined specific proposals I\d;
‘action in thesc areas. The fact is that the City Just has not figured out hov to
dm‘ﬂMf these two areas. In order to obtain support from various
spef:m ‘interest groups and beccuse of certain federal requirements fdr urtan re-

newal program, the city bas had to allege falsely thE'E'lt' is dealing with tze needs

of these two nreu. .

- .Joreover,therecentinc]mi;nofthewaterrrontareainthepmgramhasre-'
snltedinmshutreﬁxsalstoenforce theEousingOodetbere mbanRen\emlin

! mre.mmtries g amacted to cb.esun- to give Jjobs to our

_ Some of f.hese industr:les wuld. e, broueht mto the

waterfront areas. Hovever, these areas should not be cleared for industry wtil
the relocation needs of the area's population are met. Plans for relocation must
take into consideration the high level of unemploymcat and the extremely low income

of the avercge family in that area. It hes been stated that, the relocation needs of

these people will be met by offering them older houses in other perts of the city
on long-tern mortgages. Why must these people whose homes are being taorn down, in
turn be offered the discards of other groups?

A dissenting, forthright nember of the City Planning Coomission has stated thr.
this proposal will fail to meet the needs of large nunbers of pcople in the Water-
front Arec vho have limited incomes; and, thus, cannot afford to buy homes even on

long-tern mortgeges. Given the low level of their incomes, publicly- financed low-

cost or low-rent housing is the only solution to their prodblem. However, the cit:
has stated that no more public housing will be built to meet these necd.s: =

The Spedley and North Central Redeveloprment areas, with their vacant land,
would present ideal sites for construction of new, low-cost publicly financed hous-
ing. The city's proposed program for these areas lean heavily on rehabilitation of
.existing buildings. That epproach to renewal is dérived from a plan which was used
in New Baven, Connecticut; hovever, this plan does not mcet the needs of Choster.
Huch of the housing in these areas is really too old to be repairod. New Housing
must 'be put up in these arees. .

The City's prog:am depends entirely on privately finonced housing. us e
current housing shortage and the probable increased shortage with thigsdmg.itlo:h
of housing in the waterfront arca will force the continuation of high remts. Yet,
Ithere is no rent control law, and we have been told by & city officially that,
‘politically, rent control is impossible”. Special interests are be  2llouwcd to
gmixinate urben renewnl planning to the exclusion of those citizens most™in nz2cd cf
elp.

Besides, these other problems, the City of Chester must face the p:roblem of

financing an urban renewal program. The City ‘cannot borrow noney without paying - it

back. At present, ve cannot be assured that there will be increascd cssessments frc
industrinl or residentdAl development. Comstruction of industries below 2nd Street
cannstmisethetaxbaaemrethnntenpercentacoordin{;tonnubana@ertin-
volved in thé current plan. We mmtemectmmmwneetmeneedsot
the city until a new source ot revenue is d.evel.cped

The facts are that a2 member of the City Planning Cocmission has -told us that urbon .-

renewel is ﬁ:possible in Chester until the following conditions are chang=d: high .
wnemployment rate, low n.verage inconme levels, inadequate DPA allowances, low educa-

tional level, and a lack of needed Job s < The proposed urben renewal progran

is not deing enacted vit.h conconitunt f.o dm.l with these problems.

: Jobs, Job t.mining, housinsandad:ooh’ ecriucalneedsof Chester
today. _Until coordinated efforts are made otthouuens,nourb:nmml T
ora:esta-'s citizens. ZE:

canbeaccomplished‘dlichﬁllrenlh

Euenmsoneofmmposﬂnanddmnﬂstornmmntummm
mqmmmmAmummmmmmm,wm
vote'm onawdzbﬁhiketha gi_.ves.t.hec.tty mmsuiseoturhnnrenml

%2




3 and t.hé Greoter Chester Movement, a blank chéck for the buying and selling of our
2 /‘ benes and our children's futures.
) -

1. Low-cost and low-rent homes, mortgeged or rented by monthly rates equal to the
rentgl rates of Federal Governoent constructed housing; i.e., on sliding scales
based on actucl incomes per month. The housing groups should be small, varied in
-# - architecture, financed by government monies, and constructed by Chester's owvn unen- |
ployed ot union wage scales in unction with city and state training progrcms :
such as the lianpower Redevelopoent Retraining Progrem. These housing groups
must be cdninistered, insofar as pogsible, by tenants' councils.

- 2. Recreation centers and artcraft training centers, for 211 new and existing
housiﬂa groups. These must be steffed by community people given supplemental oo
salaries. Outside professionzl help should be used only in en “on-call" advisory ,
capacity. /

3. "Little Schools"; i.c., neichborhood study, recreation, and nursery centers

2 - mustybe in®eiated inevery lover-income community, Negro and uhite. Preference should
be given to those neighborhoods that already prepared to worlk for and staff "little-
schools". For a prototype "little-schools" plan, we suggest that of the Phila-
delphia Congress of Racial Duelity. .

4. Full, retroactive enforcement of rclocation laws with the stipulations that,

- herecfter, e dislocated by any arca redevelopment program will be reloceated in
a home thaot meets: the requirements of the Housing Code and cen be rented at rotes
equatable to those of low-rent public housing units.

5. Ve strongly urge that area redevelopment programs entail no increased taxation”
for DPA families, for the uncmployed, ond for poverty and nerginal poverty groups,
as defined by the Federal Govermment. We demand, also, t anmy study of Chester's

tax structurc has the protection of lower class renters Pfon landlcrds who pass
property taxes off to temants in the form of high rents—a“-central godl.

6. Training programs and pubdic works (schools, housing, highways) progreas to
provide training, Jobs and incomes for all of Chester's umemployed and to provide
- —unmarried, independent youths, vith incomes at least equal to forty hours per weelk
. employment at $2 per hour wages and to provide living costs to artists, extra-in-
stit utionsl social workers; and low-wage earners and families of the unemployed
~ above the level of the Federal Govermment's definition of merginel poverty in
= ~

Northwestern urban areas. ! X

Chester liovemént to endorse our femond that the City Government enforce the Housing
full enforcement would require eviction. .

- 7. Ve ask-the planning commission, the urben renewal directorate, and the Greater

: Code .fully,-save any-case
8. A city-wide network of "tot-lots" ond recreation aress similar to the,ployal

- ground at and“Lloyd Streets and the Ruth L. Bemnett playground between
~ Second ird Streets on Rearwy. The rehabilitation and modernazaticn of exist-
ing tional facilities and more wide after-school use of school recrea

=" tion facilities: Here, again, local staff 'of supplemental saleries should be
- hired ond trafned. O ;

3
- - >

Y bdmnzatimapd expansion of the Deshbf:gl;a.rk Museum into an art library,
LA *hrt'gallerx,_msic‘and‘chimrgl'a litrary cultural complex. :

e %

the aged should be interspersed VIt other—public-housing. Ve
the yo m—ﬁ?~mte contact with the eldsrly.

11. Public '
o i swiming;??ol facilitics by pext ‘sumer, centrally located with respect

12. The immediate initiation of rezoning studies into the possib. t. ving
bars and taprooms from the proximity of educational and rep;tatiﬁlalizcgiiz:.

13. Immediate initiation of study programs with the aid of facilitating the construe-
tion of 2n open-air theatre for dramatic, musical, art display, and creative writing
displeys (readings) and ert troining. Such a theatre would bhave to employ locel
artists of experience and recognized talent, regardless of formal training. These
artists, in turn, would be peid to teach non-tuition pupils of promise, especiclly
from low-income and culturally deprived areas of the city. -

14. Ve are compelled by ?:ur concern Ior dignity and decenc to\

tiaticns begin immediately between Burselves aid other res;onsi:mtt: ?‘Z;";a

imediate rectification of the West End "stop=gep" library fiesco. Until then

we must assume that all other perties, besides ourselves, are not acting in goc,xi

faith end do not have the recl interests of Negroes and other poor or woriing class

§§2e;;:s::t:énd. Andé on the basis of that assumption and the other cri‘fzircl%sma )
we must cont. "NO"

e ety 'n;m gast h?;e 1:;:;:-) urge the citizenry of Chester to vote "NO" on

R
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Demands from the New Independent Committee for Better Urban Renewal (NIC) - 4
as presented to the Mayor of Chester -
~
WE' DEMAND:

1. ILow-cost and low-rent bames, mortgaged or eented by monthly rates

equal to the rental rates of Federal govermment comstructed public:

bousing; i.e., on sliding scales ¥ased on actual inccmes_per nenth.

The housing groups should be small, varied in architecture, financed by E
govermment monies and comnstructed by Chester's own umemployed at union %
wage scales in conjunction with city and state training programs such

as the manpover redevelomment and retraining program. These housing

groupings must be administered, in so far as possible, by tenmants' councils

such as the Penn Projef:t neighborhood camittee.

2. Recreation centers and art=craft training centers, such as those
being initiated in the Penn and Bennett projects, for all new and existing
housing groupings. These must be staffed by camunity people given
supplenental salaries. Outside professional help should be used only in =
ah "on-call, advisory capacity. ) B

3. Little schools, i.e. neighborhood study, recreation and nursery
centers, must be initiated in every lower-incame camumity, Negro and white.
L. Full, retroective enforcement of relacation laws with the stipulaticn
that, hereafter, anyone dislocated by an area redeveloment program

811l be relocsted in a hame that meet the requirements of the Bousing

Code and can be remted at rates equitable to those of lov-rent bousing
units.

5. We strongly urge that area redevelomment programs entail no increased
taxation for poverty and marginal poverty groups as defined by the
Federal govermment. We demand, also that any stgdy of Chester's tax
structure has the protection of lower class renmters from landlords who i
pass property taxes off to tenants in the form of high rent as a central ,
goal. N X e

6. Training programs and public works programs to provide training, jobs,
and incames for all of Chester's unemployed and to provide ummerried, in- T
dependent youth with incomes at least equal to forty-hour per week 8
employment at two dollars per hour wages.

T. Full enforcement of the houd.ng code sbortjf ey‘qcn.
8. City wide network of tot-lots and playgrounds. .
9. Modernization of the Deshong Park Musem into an a.rt l.ibrary,eftc. V

10. Housing for the aged should be mtersperaed vith other public huusing
We are anxious that tbe young l.eam ﬁ-cn imcdhto ccntact with the el@r)y.

11. Public swimming pool facilitiesbynextm, mmtedﬂth e
respecttolaw—inccm areas, . - PR ol

12, The immediate initiatiod of. xezun:l.ng pouibiutiu to Temove bars lnd
tap-w rrun the {n'oﬂnity or edncat:loml m reuuum taeuitiel.




Dear Remnie: )
1 IthmkapmetotheiduofugingJOINandotheng:'mea'tg
. g help build suppert for the Clark full employment bill doesn't fully take

N into account_the possibilities inhergnt in this idea, or the isgnificance
2 _of the first public debate on public planning since the '40's. . = . :

j . If I.F. Stcome is correct,.it will be possible to have a major legislative
2 fight over' the bill, attended by the national focus and pudblicity received
by the civil rights bill. In this context, it may be possible to build a 5
real national coalition of the major movements of the society. This will 3
a < especially be the case if radicals now begin persuading civil rights and _
3 labor groups that the kind of mass lobbying which were used for the civil s
_rights bill should be mobilized for the full employment dbill. In this con- (,’”‘3} ) : .

text, a number of new possibilities open up: V(2 /,( 7”7‘/ .
' “ . 7 YTV, -
#* The fact that scme people are against poverty and same are far 1t vill be . f’
shown in Conmgress, with the Administration's probable desire to water @owo B
or defeat the bill exposed. Every unemployed men will ‘be able to see that
e 4 ea{m& his representatives want to end unemployment and ‘others don't.
y; )

—

# Washington may be far sway, but a man's Congressman and Senatars are not.
In conjunction with other groups, JOIN could exert tremendous pressures on
their representatives. Those who oppose the bill could be picketed every

. time they enter the stste, labelling them at every turn as enemies of labor. < _—
Samd tactic 1like the March oh Washingtony designed to-involve.tbe rank-and- L. 3 ®
file of the civil rights and labor movements, could well be farthcaming if

- such groups are properly mobilized. A real campaign of this kind could in-
volve hundreds of unemployed pecple in c_gnvassing, petitioning, and the like. \

Action around the bill can create the kind of political alliance within I
JOIN poXitical-ection would not be an isolated, ineffective activity,
but rather of an effective coalition, including the civil rights groups /

# Within such a context, it is entirely possible ths¥ really considerable e s
* numbers of peocple who knew there was & bill designed to attack unemployment T
T and wflo wanted to support such legislation would pour into JUIN groups as y
- S the logical place to give their support. A practical way in which to farce . ]
the mu@ugwwtommw_mmamor )
ting device, although it could of course never in any sense replace R sl
m immediate &nd local issues. g S o ’ B

- ~ T T
fr—" ~'Gim_amlstwsgh_cvu-.thebm,tbereiatheposuibnwuqbaaic
i change in the whole radical movement. Mass demomstrations of Negroes and =
¢ - viiites forfull-employmentcouid-change-both the thrust of the civil rights 4 . =
= movement and simmltanecusly start to reverse the white backlash. It could - ) ¥
 Am—— - .- suggest the first time to large segmants of the-poor that perhaps politi- _ < ) s
- T ecal on ht have scmething 4n it for them. And it would farce all - .
sfarces in the society which have identified poverty as a basic problem : < , s
this last set of possibilities which is most .important. We have 3 :
st _mmmam‘dmmum.mm
: sti11 hidden from most of the American public, including the
otfuseation of issues vhich beclomds our body politic. But
ovement of the




