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GOD HELP US TO KEEP OUR NOSE OUT OF OTHER PEOPLE'S BUSINESS-
. ’ by Mrs. Francis Hagger\\

F i ~
Y What would you do with $28.00 a day? Would you thank the .
oicketers or the UMW? Or would you stili-hang on the overators
shirt tail? I don't think any more of the overator than I do of
the nolitical party in our town and that is nothing. Becau.= both
are taken from the needy and is trying to make us 1ike it. 1% 7
may take our orogram and if they get it 1in their hands after .- —
have worked so hard for it. We are back where we started and
that is on corn bread and starvation, and that is where the c~».1
miner will be if they let the UMW doem. Men stop and thin™ .
how much money is took out of your ndy check since you have czon h
scabbing. Do you get naid for taking down draw rock? Now co 2 ﬂ-
you get traveling oay? Do you have a medical card for you and -
C i . your family? Do you get a vacation with oay? Add all this un
and see how much the omerator is taking out of your vay check.
I know you are not satisfied with your wages. --If you get )
R . ) sick the comnany won't advance you one dime to feed your family
: ' %3 - .o . and wilY¥give a house mtice because you are not able to work,
. and out you go. If you were a union man the union would take care
of you and your family. It is up to you to jcim thé uaion snd
live good. Scab and let your children go hungry and go withoub
clothing the rest of their 1ife. So choose this day who you
pay serve, the union or the overator. I hove it will ta the union.

336 3 3 34 36 335 3 3

Why can't peonle wake up? What's w..ng with the business peoole .
in Perry County? Are they afraid to take sides with the working . N
man, or do they actually think their business can survive without
the laboring mans money. When are they going to realize that :
until the men are vaid enough to buy something besides food stamps, o
rent, lights and the bare necessities of -1ife? The peovle will
not have any money to svend in town. It is "almost® impossille
to soend money one doesn't have to sverd. i )34

Working men svend their money and keeo it in circudation. ‘“ma
bosses' heard it uo so no one enjoys it. Wake uo peoole before i - -
is too late to do any good. All in this world we want i1s for P.rpy » -

- - Lo TS - z and sumounding counties to be prosverous and everyone living eineteai

. good. I'pray God we live to see this haopen amd not too far -7, - =

ad , B by Mrs. Berman Gibson 7
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To all you women that has a family of 1ittle children in school

or not in school and has a husband working in'a non-union mines
: £ . for such little vay. They ,work 1like slaves -and’ go ba in the

# ; snow -and mud. . R e S

S 5 ; Everyone should thank Mr. and Mrs

— - 7 e : are doing for all of our families.
s : _— L .. -1 remember well before the UMW
AR e — i ; husband would go to the mines to.

Berman Gibson for what they




8ix o'clock at night and ride a cub here in Hazard and stand over
a hot stove and cook in a restaurant eight and nine hours for
$16.00 a week. That is how it was before the UMW came in. That
is why I hone Mr. Givson gets elected for sheriff. If everyone
will vote for Mr. Gibosn, you won't be sorry.

o ' by Ella Davison

LRSS SR RS 22

On the day of February 16, we were on the way to Lethcer
County to picket some mine which we attemnted to do. On t»- y
un there Sargent Miichell, Paul Russel and another troooer o-red
un seven cars full of men in order to get next to the leadrr. Jhgn
we got to the nicketing nlace they began to pueh us around.
tnold the troovers if anyone was viloating the law, it was them be-
cause trey wouldn't let us talk to anyone. The state oolice was
roing out and bringing the workers in over the too of the nicket
line. There would be a lcad of state trooners in front af about

Yseven-or eight cars of scabs then another car load of state
trooovers. They would take them to the mines to wa k at South East
Coal Co. Letcher County. I told the troooers tn keen their hands

+ off.me because I don't like for any man to nush me arourd. They
got mad and Paul Russel and Sargent Mitchell arrested me. I told
them if they would get the man with the white can, I would go.

Paul Russell (trooner) ounched me under the arm with a machine gun.

T

by Ashford Thomas

A-2 STAND

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNT:

FREEDOM HOUSE

When it rained, a great stink rose from two vacant iots .. -7
the houses on Steiner St. between Eddy and Ellis and on Borbin
between Eddy and Ellis. When it rained, the rats also arose
from the loss. They came out of their nests amidst the lumr-
broken furniture, discarded olumbing, rusted car parts and
wondrous miscellany which covereithe lots.

The peoole who lived around the lots had comnlained to “i:
Health Department months before the Great Stink and the Great
Rat Run. The Heelth Insoeotor said yes it was a oroblem. While
he watched, some of the junk was hauled away. When he went back
to Nhis office, the peonle on the street watthed as the Junk was
oiled back on the 1lots.

Finally the peoole arose, following the examnle of the rats and
the smell. The members of the Steiner-Eddy St. Block Club decided
to present the health department with a vetition demanding immediate
action. The peovle in the block also decidéd to tell the owners

" of the lots that unless they cleared the lots, the peovole and their
friends and their neighbors and their children would take action.
Against the cwners. fed by stalwart Block Caotain and Freedom House

_____Worker, Pleasant Carson, Jr., the people collected 50_names on a
nd

resented it to the health deovartment. In two days, ..

the peovle watc T Uk uled away. Now the

up:oole'are beginning to see grass through their back windows, insteac- -
o rbage s oYt e

and the rats have gone,

“ P Moo r 'J"
CAIRO REFOX
Steps are now being taken to formalize the relationship. between‘t;e.

Carbondale and Cairo camunity organizing projects under the name of Southern <
Illinois Movement. Area wide organizing is rapidl}nppi‘oac)ling concreten~~z.
= \

The first edition of the camunity newsigtter is being mimeced now. S—

It wes written by community pecple expressing their concerns. Initial rccponse i
to the newsletter was enthusiastic. We hope it will beccme a real vehicle

of expression both within and without the comunity. The newsletter is being i
used in conjunction with block organizing to overcome a narrowness of outlook

unaffected by the earlier programs of the project.

At present we have three precincts being organized using volunteer organizers
in conjunction with staff members for each cancentration of about 100 peoplg. '[
At our first general meeting of the year, 35 people came to discuss their -
problems. The most pressing seemed to be with regard to the new Cairo Adult
Vocational School. This school teaches grades 1 through 12 and S tre” s. The
people were afraid that the Public Aid would pull people out of the school ' ..
An the spring to chop cotton. They decided to march to the Public Aid offise
to ask that nobcdy be taken out of the school. The next day 20 people marched
to the ald office and found that the Superintendent did not want to take people
out but "policy" might foree him to. The next meeting was snowed out by the
biggest snow in twenty years. The meeting tonight will decide what next steps
to take. Suggestions kave been made by same of the people that we go to the
Governor, tonight will tell.

A follow up on furniture complaints showed that 2/3 bad received all that
vas requested, the others had received most of what was requested.

Perhaps the most significant result of our block organizing so far 1s thc
uncovering of leaders "overlooked" by previous movements and programs.

The influx of staff has given new vitality and direction to the Cai '
Project. ’ : o

LR R R 2R IR IR JE I 3E IR IR IR Y
Reprinted from the FREEDOM HOUSE COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER:
SPEAKING OF PERSORAL EXPERIENCE WITH PUBLIC AID, by Geneva Whitfield
To those who bave some other income: Don't be & Public A4 Recipient!

You lose your rights to be grown up. No matter what you are doing, your time : ;-
doesn't mean & thing. If they feel they want to interrupt you, you must stop vhat
you are doing and sit down and answer lots of foolish questions for -your Case T

Worker. When they make a change in‘Case Workers, uocu are turned over to the

new onm like you are on parole.s If you ask to be treated like a grovnup your -

Supervisor will say that you are going to have to understand you can't have your -

vay. Meaning that you must behave like a child and consider them as your parents. -

Aaygure as you demand them to cansider you being grownup nnd,yodr‘househghl‘~
2T : % -




~

furniture begins to collapse, you are in for real insult from your Cage Wn e
md Su isor. They will assure you that you remain on the waiting list v “'1
they fe that you have suffered to suit them. Then they consider giving ,
scme of the warst there is in household furniture. My feeling about it is t. - -
want you to be as decent as possible but my experinece with the Case Worker
of Public Aid is different. They don't want you to feel too camfortable, e
to make sure you don't, they pester you so you hate to think about Publir I 1.

My Case Worker picked me up one day and drove me to a used furnitw store
where there were four chairs setting out that she had purchased for me. While
standing in the store I repeated what I I'md told her about being refused estimates
on Rertain items of furniture. She did not bblieve me until ths day. As we
left the store she said to me, "Now I see what you'mean. You were verifying
vhat you told me. Isn't that so?" So the Case Worker doesn't trust the re-

¥ cipient unless she proves everything that is said to her. My family has been
given a bad reputation ay the Case Workers.

THE HOUSING PROBLEM,” by Dorothy M. Houston-

The housing problem in Cairo 1s very bed. First of all, the houses are
old and have been standing for too meny years. But people have to live samewhere.
I know that most of these houses are old because of thw wiring and the fuse
boxes vhich are inside, high on the wall.

Whenever ther is a tornado of bad storm these houses lean just & little
more to the left or right. Some houses lock fairly decent on the outside
but on the inside there is an entirely different story. Walls need painting
or papering, floors need leveling, house needs raising. Water and toilet
are outside. Same of these baths look worse then thoge outhouses in the ¢ .+ --.

The valls inside the house look like they are laughing or crying. Ask
tbe landlord to paint or paper for you, most of them will tell you they will
give you the supplies and you have to hire sameone to do the Job for you; c-.
if he does it, he will go up on your rent which is already too high for e . -
down, termite-eaten house.

_ Another problem in these houses is the rats. They cut their way in so yon
cover that hole; but you haven't done anything, for they cut themselves another
hole, come in and help themselves to your food or to you. The rats ruin more
food in cne night than your family eats in two weeks. Some of these rats
are 8o big. You would like th put rat poison down but when there are small
children in the hame the chances are two to one the children would come across
this poison 80 you would either have a very sick child, or a dead one.

‘ Batter housing is needed very bedly needed in this little town called Cairo.

* Scme barns where dumb animals are kept look better than mome of.these houbes..

I couldn't say whether they smell better thoughs .

—— .-

5 CHICAGO REPORT

7
Al Reprinted from JOIN Community Union Newsletter. 7 ™~ <

y B DAY CARE -~ ~

No one has built a day-care center here, and no one is planning to.
Because of this, the JOIN stewards decided last Wednesday  that they would -
begin fighting for one. First, mothers on the blocks are going to circulate

petitions. But a lot of people have circulated petitions and never got any- s
where. So JOIN is going to go shead and set up its own day-care centers on E—

the blocks, and demand that the War on Poverty pay for them. These day-care

centers may be closed because the law is_go strict about housing regulatd ...s :
that no one can afford to put in all the—g

ancy equipment that costs thous:. *s I's
and thousands of dollars. Anywvay, the center will be as safe as any home 1.. :'. |
neighborhood and will have hot meals » recreation, etc. The city may fold the.
but if it does that, then it should build one itself. The politicians won't

get a day-center built. will they let the people run one themselves? b4

=i’y

When politicians don't listen to the people, then the people have to show
them they mean business. Only 1if the people can get together and fight for a
day-care center, will they get it.

DAY LABOR
7 Many men in Uptown are poor because they work for day labor agencies like

"Manpower" or "Ready-Men." These outfits send workers out for a day at a time
to factory jobs. But instead of getting the good union wege that the factory

\. Pays, these workers get $1.25 an hour. And traveling expenses and taxes are

deducted from that!

Often & man will spend 13 hours and will bring home a check of only $8.50. PRI £
He may have spent three hours waiting in the office to be sent out, and an- - i
other hour or so of traveling to the job (on his own money). Even if the same 3 7

Job 1s open the next day, he's got to go back and get the job from the day
labor agency. . L4

Meanwhile, the factory owners and the day labor owners are etting rich off
8 poor man's sweat. The owners not only avoid paying union wage f‘atea, but al?ff" ;
avoid things like workmen's and unemployment compensation. Last week two ¢ .-.7 - . -
members went to work at one of these agencies. They want to talk to the mer ‘-
vork there about JOIN, a community union which is working toward the day woe
men are guaranteed a decent day's wages for a decent day's work.-

THIS IS PROGRESS? - ,  # = - ot

Seventy-one people have been appointed to be Bo-ca organizers for the

Urban Progress Center at 901 W. Mon: o i
i 90 trose. These people are supposed to "give

pdng programs to meet local problems” "hel; “the
: -poverty Programs to community residents.? All but three or—thim =




have official titles and are either professional people, businessmen, or
govermnment cxployees. Not a single poor person was appointed.

When JOIN picketed the Urban Progress Center three weeks ago we were
protesting the fact that no poor people were involved in planning the programs
for Uptown. The officials answered that we weren't giving them a chance. If
they were sincere, vhy wasn't cne poor person appointed to be an organizer? How
long are the pocr supposed to wait before they have a voice in what happens to
them? Why do tkey have to bave an anti-poverty rrogram interpreted to them? Wh:
coan Tl 1P e $hefv puingram, not the officials?

- .
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b r I rJ ::) E The new issue of Studies will
- be out in a week. It will con-
tain the first renorts on the
movements -- what the editors
nlan to make a reguldr- feature
in later issues. It also con-
taing their stakement of the
nost-election situation and
their ideas on the nersovective

of radical organizations ’

A JOURNAL OF RESEARCH, SOCIAL THEORY, AND REVIEW
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~ LIFE WITH LYNDON IN
JACK  MINNIS THE GREAT SOCIETY

On February 1, 1555, Lyndon announced that he was lawiching yet another .
tattle in the war on poverty. He said he hed instructed his Secretary a“ _l..or
to use existing funds and laws for what he called his Job Developmept P-~ :.m.
Lyndon said that there is a labor shortage in employment a.l;eas/such as‘\{m\ tie <
service, and he wanted Secretary Wirtz to do something to-provide more rained
servants for families which don't like to do their <dirty work for themselvcs.\

-

The Washingbon Post calls the new program "dignifying the service Jjobs

that are necessary to running a modern home and meeting the needs of family &
life today". The Post did not explain Just how you could inject dignity of any

kind into a relationship which requires that ore person, in order to live,bind =%
himself to the personal service of another. Nor did the Post explain what's to
become of those families that can't afford to hire somecne to run " modern home"
for them. But the Post did describe one oq,yndon's Job Development Programs .
vhich is underway in LaGrange, Georgia.

Lyndon's Office of Manpower and Training (OMAT) got together with a
retired school teacher, Bomy Murrey, in LaGrange. OMAT put up the money to
redecorate an old roadhouse, and to equip it with various household eppliances.
Emmy is now teaching prospective household servents "cleanliness and work ==
discipline, which is to say she's teaching Negro women how to sddress Miss
Anne and Mr. Charlie with the proper degree of d eference, teaching them how to
shuffle their feet and tug their forelocks and convince the white folks of
their profound satisfaction with a 1iRe of servitude.

The top wage available to the best-trained household servants in LaGra- ---
that is, the top graduates of Emmy's careful instruction--is $4 per day. 10
the servant works every day of the year (and this 1s usually the caxe) she n-jes
$1,460 per year. This is Just half of what Lyndon says (out of the other gi<e
of his mouth) is neceasary for a minimum subsistence, and about one four*" of
vhat is really necessary for a decent standard of 1iving. And this is b s
;‘d::eivith federgl tax money from Lyndon, the Second Great Emancipator of __-cx

rica.

There are two kinds of peopie in LaGrange who will be employing Emmy's graduatec *

The first kind is represented by the Callaway family. They own Callawey Mills, e
a textile manufacturer which is La Grange's largest employer, employing more
than 3,000 persons in a town of 23,000. The Callaway family owns the mills
in a peculiar way. ~They don't own the stock of the corporation personally.
Rather they control tax-exempt foundations, which, in turn, own the stock. In
zis waz di_vidends peid by the mills to the foundations are free of federal

come tax. - ;

Callaway Mills received more than $600,000 of federal mc;ey last year as E;
part of Lyndon's program o ‘subsidizing the textile manufacturers. If they - &
used all of this to employ household servants for the various branches of the : >
family, they'd be able to hire about 410 servants at the going wage. Thus the
Callavays could use the money Lyndon gave them, vhich 1s tax free, to emply " = -
pore servents than an Oriental Potentate, the servants having been trained to the
peak of sedvile perfection with money supplied by Lyndon from the federal taxes
from which the Callaways aré exempt. . e i Sl e s ool

The second kind of prospective 'dmloypr'o‘f‘q;miw' W

- workers in the Callavay Mills
. of Lyndon's




aides"”, a bit of double-talk worthy of Lyndon himself -- have to be "taught

to meke low-cost dishes, including surplus foods." She doesn't say whether the
servants will be preparing surplus foods for themselves, or for the Callaway
exployees--perbaps both, considering the general level of wages.

The white female Callaway employees, of course, can't work in the mills
unless they can find Negroes to care for their children and homes while they're
at the mills. Since the Callaways don't pay their workers much the workers can't
pay their Negro servants much. So the upshot of Lyndon's new Jjob program, is
to provide cheap ard well-trained servants for the Callaway employees, at & price
the exployces can afford to pay without requiting a raise from the Callaways.

The Callaways exploit their white workers at low wages, and the white
workers exploit their Negro servants at even lower wages. Lymdon lavisher
bundreds of thousands a year cn the Callaways, in the form of textile sub. 21,
and provides federal money with which to train Negro servants for the Cal” -
and their white mill employees. - -

It takes tke guts of a burgler to call a sewer like this the Great Soct
* BUY whatever -he'sshort of, Lyndon's always been long on guts.

Raas o s o oo o s o2
Lyndon's Secretary ‘of Agricul‘tux"e, Orvillé Freeman, amnounced that the

Republic of South Africa's sugar Quota is to be raiged from 98,047 short tons
to 100,018 short tons. This means that Lyndon is permitting the South Africaen
sugar producers to sell even more sugar at the U.S. Government supported high
sugar prices in the U.S. Without this Quota, tkhe South African sugar producers
would have to sell their sugar at much lower world market prices. Quotas for
exporting sugar to the U.S. are a very real bonus to sugar producers of other
countries. '

At about the same time that Lyndon's man Freeman made the announcement about
the quota bonus to South African sugar producers, authorities in Windhoek, South-
west Africa (protectorate of Republic of South Africa) ennounced that a South
African farmer and his wife had been Jailed for beating a Negro servant to
death. The farmer and his wife were séntenced for assault with intent to commit
grievous bodily harm". Thé man got three years and his wife got two, for
beating a black man to death. But don't let this turn your stomach as you
Spoon the South African sugar into your coffee because we have no evidence that
the farmer and his wife are sugar-producers at all.

S

Lyndon announced thet Lou Leventhal, counsel for the Democratic National
Committee who figured prominently.in the engineering of the meaningless "com-
Promise” with the MFDP at Atlantic City, has been eppointed to a federal sr
court judgeship. Not long ago the Democratic Fational Committee made Joe . ..

t Jr.,assistant cousel to the National Committee. Will Joe Rauh, Jr., now. . =
. to the position Leventhal is vecating? Stay tuned.......
h o
. S '

The Rockefellers' Chase Manbattan Bank, opne of the biggest overseas spenders,
issued a special economic rdport last week, in which it said that American big dus-
would “comply with Lyndon's request as much as poesidble. The Chase

that _the big businessman “unQuestionably wants to be a

.mﬂevumpt'mg_-mugmmumdmm"ﬁ;en
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- March 8, 1965~ <
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Dear Paul, Rennie, Bobb and etc.

As you know I haee very little time to spend on my writing. So I should be oL
using the tize it will take to write this, 1f given thought, to work on THE

WATCHMEN (term I sue for SDS project activity). However, I won't give it a =N
thought -- will just bang away and let you rut it together.

Read Oglesdy letter in Newsletter, 2-19-65. I'm not attempting to answer .-.-.,
but will take a few points as a starting point, I guess. Hie letter open:

idea of new left arts project. Good. Y

One of the major goals of a community theatre would be to create a dialogue
between the poor and middle class. See p. 2 of Oglesby letter, par. 3. Oc N
the question of getting a "poor" play before the loocal bureaucrats and m+~
class power, he asks, "How do you get them to cume?” While it is a larg
assumption I would say by creating exciting theatre. If the theatre ise ..-1»
as Theatre (not progaganda) they will come. The propaganda comes extre. - g

/7-‘ '

'

Why can't we "flirt with 1ibel?" (See P. 2, par. 5) There are ways of dis-

Buising characterizations of real people -- yet everyone will clearly know who

is under attack. When Rennie was here we touched on Power. He 8uggested that

it was within the "power" of the poor to murder landlords. He didn't say do -
it. But it could be the subject of a working play. I think the possibilities

are clear. The play could, for example, be a dialogue of right and wrong

power. In short, I believe it prossible to confront real enemies in working

plays by "flirting with libel."”

Would a "well-brained speaker" draw larger crowds than exciting and relevant T A
theatre? It seems to me there is 1little that is certain about this one vay
or the other.

Is Oglesby dismissing the idea of a theatre for the poor, in and of itself?
Why Not? I think it is important in and of itself! I aiscussed this very
point with Paul Goodman and he thinks 1t important for any community to jave
a theatre that discusses relevant issues. There is nothing wrong writh that
idea, that I can see. '

The poor do not know about DPover. I don't know labout power. That is the
thing about the poor -- thwir sense of powerlessness! If they had a sense
Poverfulness, might not there be more acticn and less problems? Their sénse
of powerlessness is real. The problem goes further -- it is not Just a fee™" e
of the poor -- but one which we all have. We feel cut off. Isclated. P- ~ ir.
A dlalogue on that feeling (Waiting for Godot) is relevant. Who does he

That dialogue is relevant too. - =T s e

1 4 » > ’ xS

y R SRt 3 pe Ry
It seems to me that a touring of Jorking Plays fram project to Project cour: - =
be another dramatic way of demonstrating the ccomon problems within the differences
of the total movement. A working play built around the problems of Hazarq, - -

-
L 2




Oglesty speaks of "failures" in the tcne of an Absolutist to me. The zan'gex.'q
this point of view is in what it fails to perceive. Christianity.cgn e .
to have failed. But what wculd the world be like without the posltlveiim
of Thristianity cr the other ethical systems? Ccnsider the middle ages - .

sider the Negro movement.

And, ch!, let him and you and I and all of us hope to fail 1like a Brecht ~
art ‘ This is no arguement against a Commuv

Sartre and the others he mentions!
Thes : He argues well for

Theatre - {t is en arguement for a Community Theatre. ¢
Naticnal Lit. - Arts project - what gives him hope for that”vhere SO mor 5 ,
"fe1l23"7 Following this line, Oglesdy's list of "failures" would be a lor~ .-

henerable cne - and cne I long to Join!

Yes, snd burn my plays, but don't, prey God, shoot me. I might be a-"failure” as
Joe}:ll the people's poet was. i .

Sincerely,

Bob Smiddie

in! Burn my books too, 1s the cry of the poc..

pal
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Dear Todd: R B \\\ (
e ~

Responding to your letter about the Third World, etc.: — “~\

o
I think we crossed wires on the UN. For much of its history, the UN has indeed—— -
been uscd as an instrument of American policy on those issues for vhich the i
United States felt a UN instrument would be useful (as Hans Morgenthau put it
et a seminar here the other day); but it need not continue to be. Nor is the —
only alternative that the UN be paralyzed entirely, which 1s the alternative !
the Russians are pushing (pro‘bab]y out of fear that the only kind of UN ttere

could be 1s the kind there has been, a US-oriented one). The Soviet insistence ! e
that all Peacekeeping be put back under Secyrity Council control in fact works . %
out the ocame way the US insistence on making the Soviets pay up does: it ﬂ;
paralyzes the Assembly. Thus both the Soviet and American (and French) p - ** 1s -U

are destructive of any protection for the small, the week, and the poor.

But my point was Precisely that the small, the weak, and the poor might .- —
spond to this challenge not by collapsing before it--as they have so far--"- - ’
by turning the Assembly into their owm instrument and "taking it away" r Vs
United States. And my point is that they would be far more able to do sc
there were a vigorous pro-small-andpoor, pro=Asserb. » Pro-new-kind of U, j,-0-

Third-World voice inside the United States itself. As things stand in the
Assembly, the US no longer has an automatic blocking one-third (38 votes out of
114), especially is France sides--as she well may--with the Third World. The
Russians never did, and while the Third World does not have an automatic two-

thirds majority against both the NATO-OAS bloc and the Soviet bloc, it is quite 3

close--and presumably could capture or fracture one or the other of those blocs
on a particular issue. I could certainly imagine the Assembly voting to inter-

Pose a‘peace force against a Chinese invasion of. India, an American air strike
against North Viet-Nam, or a Soviet attack on Turkey.

such independent power for the Assembly (even power limited by the small nation’s
limited abilities to pay for and provide such en interposition force), I think
there would need to be a strong voice in the United States supporting the Third
World's power in the Assembly, and the Ascembly as focus for the Third World.

And there 1s & much wider base in the United States for that position, right
now, than the Delta-slum-campus alliance you suggest as a base against "the New
American Arrogance." The Delta-slum-campus alliance is still fantastically we:>:-
-individually and as an alliance. The Saturday Review UN-ers, however, ar "+ -
the backbone of the country. But it may take students to energize SRatype - " .
into this new approach to support of the UN.. s M o

Just one other point. Do you think it's mere accident that the "N.A.4."* —
cmerges, or gets much stronger, with the detente? Is it not possible thet o
decent campaign against the Soviet image of what the world should be, and =
the best American images thereof, would energize new commitment to transt: !
the Third World--and incidentally give the Thira World a choice between: -.. .




name at least ocne Senator, nct a "slick amoral type,” who would like to
massive eccnomic aid of a particular kind: McGovern. Read his new bco!
Agairst want. «n a Siperr Food for Peace Progran.

Best regards,

Arthur I. Waskow
Resident Fellow

>
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BALTIMORE _e PORT 1

The involvement of the East Baltimore St. staff with Clarence Aghby, a
tenant who has been fighting his lendlord aloné for a year, has developed
into a housing program. When we first met Ash » he had a Tegal aid lawyer <
who wasn't doing enything for him. The first thing we-did was get him.a
good lawyer. In addition we went with Ashby to_see Mr. Fratta of the Bureau
of Building Inspection, twice. Natually, the Bureau of Building Inspection. 9
(BBI) bad never taken real action on Ashby's complaints until we talked to ~— ‘
tlem and the stroy hit the papers. Mr. Fratta insisted that the Bureau =
always responds to comgeints, but admitted that it was their canscious
policy to ghettoize the "undesirsbles" on E. Baltimore St. Nonetheless the - N
publicity has forced the BBI to take Ashby's landlord to court - coming on March
Llth. Scherr, the landlord, attempted to use the fact that Ashby's i
apartment is overcrowded as a reason for evicting him and thereby silenc- &
ing him. Unfortunately, for Scherr, he“had once signed a paper that o
proved he lmowledgably rented to 11 people (3% roams) eo our lawyer E
was able to knock down the eviction notice in court. Scherr, who man-
ages 600 houses and is not used to losing in court was shocked and angered.
He immediately for a repossession notice » an eviction notice that . g
lendlords can get simply because they own the property, and in the same ——
day it wes served on Ashby. We will fight this in court, but will ¥
probably lose. However, we will help Ashby sue Scherr for damages done
to his children as a result of the condition of the house, and will be
present when the BBI tekes Scherr to court.

What is really important, is not Ashby's case, However, but the f.-:
that it bas given us a dramatic issue to organize oni We have been ’
going door to door and from femily to family organizing block committ.<a :
to fight on the housing issue. In addition to involving people who
helped us with our War on Poverty fight, we have met a number of new
People who seem very promising. It is they who have suggested that we
get a group of 20 or more and go to the mayor to demand a massive rat
extermination program for Baltimore St. as a start. Also we have talked
to another of Scherr's tenants are attempting to get him to fight 3
Scherr. The thing is still in and no block committee exists et
formally, but we have solidified scme of our War on Poverty contacts ;
and doubled our contacts in general. NG RP Ny 2

In eddition, U-JOIN bas unwittingly become the home of a massive .
"kiddies' program.” We have L groups: & childrens play school, run by
our new staff member, Joan Berezin; a 10-12 year o0ld boys club; a teen- ¢ f:
age girl's club, called the "Teen Stompers" which works with the kids, T
takes typing lessans, distributes leaflets for us; a teenage boys club. e
The two teenage clubs promise to be movement oriented-- a school fight,
and a fight with the anti-poverty people for a commmity cénter. These
clubs have led us to new adult contacts, helped in our’office work,
passed out our leaflets and apparently gotten thek parents to read them. :
Allortheaepmgrmwmbeecmbinedintotheti@tforacaimmity, =

Center rn by the people in the neighbo: + A number of the parents |
bave expressed interest in this plan. =i e :

Because of the time required now in the Baltimore St. area and
around Bond St., we are considering withdrawing R
Msvu.lbeuportedintbenatnport, D

stc,
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PEOPLEIS C ONFERENCE
\

. A REPCRT

To you people who couldn’t come with us to the Cleveland Conferenc: .
wvhat I've done in this little leaflet is to try and make you feel as 1.
You were really there with us. It was impossible for me to capture the
exotions of people, when they listened to Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer, Mrs.
Unita Z. Blackwell, and Mrs. Susie Ruffin of the MFDP. The tkree teenar
sisters from Detroit who sang freedcm songs from their hearts: and to
hear the testimonies of poor black and white pecple tell frightening
staries of their experiences. People cried, I did, and more then onc.
too. Couldn't we in Newark make a pledge to unify our selves? Let's _try.

I would like to thke this oprortunity cn behalf of the Newark Com-
zunity Union Project to thenk the SDS staff who cam e here last summer

Y to organize.” I would thank them,also for the priviledge of going to the

@cnference. And I shall not forget the kirnd and gracious people of
Cleveland and to the Rev. Paul Younger for cpening their hearts and their
homes t0 us.: We thank you all yery Kndly, and by God's grace hope to
see you all in Newark at our Ccavecidog, : i

About 31 members of N-CUP went on the trip to the Cleveland Conference.
We pBled into the bus at 8 PM after a short delay. We sang freedom songs,
laughed and joked with each other wntil we arrived at New Brunswick,
where we picked up Commmity Action Project pecple. While there, we
let off same exmaust and took on new fuel. We then proceeded xon to
Pennslvania vhere we picked up more people, by now the bus was fully
loaded and we were officially on our way. Our driver's name was Bob
end he certainly knew his business. He handled the bus wonderfully.
we stopped approximat2ly four times at the Howard Johmson's rest and
comfort stations along the way. People were gay and excited and we had
the opportunity to meet and discuss and exchange points of view with eac’
other. During a four hour drive many people had retired and were takirc
cat-naps. No onc really slept. One of the amazing things ebout the trip

was to observe the courtesy of the tractor-trailer and bus vers:’
The night was clear ., tne moon s..one brightdy and we could see

8 ow-covered trees and mountainzx tops covered with caps of smow. We ¢
through te.mels whic: are dug through tie mouitains. The night scene:,
vere very beautiful -aid picturesqué, &:d one that I will remember many -
to come. As usual the ine itable did happen, in tne east-bound traflic
@ cfr lost control and crashed under a trailer. At our last stép in
Pittsburg. we picked up x two men whose car had broken down and the bus
dri er was kiad eaough to drop taem off et the next station. By this
tizme all were snoozing for a few hours.

The bus hed nov approached the Ohio Turnpike. and were on the last
leg of the trip to Cleveland. And the last tnings that I heard were

' B:ores. zzzzz and the quiet a1d a comfortable-warm bus was a perfect

_from our destination. By 7:30 the bus rolled of t.e Pike and onto the

luulaby to slumber land.” It was about 4 AM. About 7AM peopie began
to.stir about all eyes were opened and we were Just one hour away -

ts that led us to St. Paul’s Church.-

- s e

Project were on hand to greet us. We went inside and registered. Whil. t’uer'e,
we met with people from as far away as Detroit, Sen Francisco, and Chicago. We

lulled around, had coffee and cereal breakfast, chatted, and as you can guess, the

good old fashion bull-session. It was now 10 am. The Conferemce didn't start
yet. There were more people than were expected and more kepg ecming. i'hc\
Cleveland people were busk making las minute phceme:? — X
The conference started at 10:45am. Topics included Welfare, Housijg,
Education and ingeneral how to combat the ravaeges of Poverty: Mabel Swanson
was Mistress of Ceremonies. Speakers included Alonzo Brown from Chicago, who

spoke on the general problems of the poor people faced with govermment or pecple

of the pwwer stracture. 2. We haard from our own Jesse Allen. Topic was what
the future holds if poor people can b{@nize. 3. Iillien Craig from Cleveland
spoke on the need for inter-racial and inter-faith orgainzation of the poor.
Gloria Rensom gave the welcaming address (C.'LRveIAnd). "Go Tell It on the
Mountain" was sung by Mrs. Fannie Hamer. She is a member of the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party. Mr. Tucker from Detroit spoke on the ghetto in his
city, and how Negros should fight and demand. We dust stop begging and demand
our rights even to the extent of civil disobedience.

12:15pm the assembly met in small (workshop) groups. Topics of dis -ssion:

10 persons met in my grouwp. Lady spoke of dilaspalated conditions in Pit" -'r=g.
One man told of how the (bourgeois)middle class Negro who let down the (p:=--
letariate) poor Negroes by not fighting for equal opportunity: Middle class

have some education, and invest in property and bonds, and so does not shar: ?\

the cause of the poor Negro whose "assets" are to produce childremn and ¢é> .i2
common labor. -

We ajourned the discussion at 1 pm for lunch, lunch consisted of l..amburgeTs

and chicken soup, and a variety of pastries and goodies. Our Bob and Norman
made movies and sound tracts with their movie equipment. Then ihe biggest
attraction of .the lunch period came when three sisters from Detroit called
the Barbour (High School) kids, together with Mrs. Hamer of MFDP shook the
rafters of the building with "Do You Want Your Freedom Now", "We Shall Never

~Turn Back" "Let My People Go" and "Freedam Train." And there were approx-

imately 200 people who attended the cmvention. People just let themselves go.
And 1t was just 1like good old fashion revival meeting.

Lunch period finished at 2:15 pm! The assembdly met back in the hall and
we were assigned to the people to wham we were staying for the night. Motien
was made whether or not to go on a march and it was unanimous that we march.
It was now 2:45pm. 200 people excited, enthused and ready for action_. People
from many cities, poor, black and white sharing eash others problems. This is
a day that I will remember. . i

The March vas put off until later. We mét in small work shop groups. ;
Our group spoke around the 4 R's of Rats, Roaches and Ridiculous Rents and -~

slumlords, end the threats of eviction when one try to fight these ridiculous.

conditicns.. At this point motion pictures were made and a tape;recorder -:s
set up in the rocm. So that everyone's testimony was heard.. The discust. -
group edjourned at 4:30pm apd we returned to the sanctury. We drove from i+
church at 4:45mm to Detroit Superior Bridge then we valked to the Public Squ»
vhere we sang freedam s » _We had newspaper coverage of the mareh, incl: -

local police patrols and ephers. mteweratmm ‘around 14

<
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and winds up to 25 mph in gusts. And pecple Just sang and clapped hardr - ti:
sub freexing weather. The Public demcnstration lasted about one hour. J
church bus and people with private cars Picked us up at the Public Swua: :

and brought us.back to the Church. It was then épm. People was very -..l:austed
at this ti.e and we were ready for the wash and also dinner. The police
zeantime had come over by the Church and had given the rector a ticket for
illegally parking the church bus on the wrong side of the street. (The Rev.
Paul Younger). Rector of St. Paul's Baptist Chruch. People stood around and
talked about the problems back hcme. Best of all I enjoyed hearing foom Mrs.
Hamer of MFDP. She told of the bonutality in Mississippi. She told of constent
police harrassment in her home and while talking the streets of Miss. hoping

to persuasde her pecple to register. Mrs. Hamer also mentioned that she had
received bomb threats, and telephone calls fram the Northern states, which she
5aid\was very amazing. By this time it was 7:30 pm and dinner was being served.
0,Boy, O Boy } sectinn of baked chicken, potatoes, cole slaw, dressing and good
old fashioned giblet gravy hmm! delicious good to the last litk. We chatted
at the table about the happenings of the day. After dinner, all of the people
that-had contributed towards making the program & success were then honored and
given long rounds of applauses.

bt it e e i i )

. It was now 8:15pm and that part of the program was tmrned over to Mrs.
Fannie Hamer of the MFDP. Here she talked of more harrassment.' At one time
she stated that the bus driver was given a ticket for drining a bus which was
the wrong color. In 1963 16 bullets hed been fired in the house where M. ~.
Hamer steyed with-a friend. The bullets missed her but killed two teen-ar-
girls.\ Mrs. Hamer stated that thousands of Negroes are still hungry and ae-Q
clothes \in Miss. When-Mrs. Hamer had finished speeking whe receivéd a standirc
ovation, then she sang (“"Go Tell It on the Mountain"). The time was now
9:00 pn. Thus ending the convertion program for Saturday, February 20, >775.
People are now assigned to their respective homes. Several parties are -.-7ag
held for visiting civil rights groups: - Mrs. Hamer blames our power stru: .. -
for failing to carry out their responsibilities towards the poor peopl~ ana
farther said that there was a wide open opportunity for' others to come in éna
do the Job. She mentioned that we have the key, and it is now up to us.

People then met back into the sanctury where the day's program was coming
to a close. A collection had been made for the Miss. people and presented to
Mrs. Hamey a total of $72.00 was collected. People Joined hands and sang
"We Bhall Overcame! Mrs. Hamer closed the program with the dismissal prayer
and the Battle Hymn of ‘the Republic. The program came to a close.

A closing remark-was made by Mrs. Unita Z. Blackwell, who +hought we
shouldn't feel sorry for the Mississippians in their struggle for democracy
and wé should organize up here. We then svept and mopped the church in pre-
paration for Sunday worship. We sang while we cleaned the sancturary and
Sunday school rocms. When we got done it was now llpm. A party followed at
Lillian Craig's epartment, (police harrassmmnt) . Over two dozen people par-
ticipated. People from many civil groups. While there we drank and ate with
pecple from Cleveland.  The party carried on until late into the night, we left
Lilly's spartment at 2:30am The party continued at Mrs.. Susie Mocre's) apartment
(the lady that put me up). At this time the party vas at is peak, and T was
having a;ball. We danced and ate and drank, everyone was hating‘a swingiy, -
time. Ié was then that I glanced at my watch and decided to retire around
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Sunday, Beb. 21, 1965:

I was awakened by the radio-alarmed clock which Mrs. Moore had left for
my conveniency, at that time it wes 8am. I hed a refreshing shower, dredded,
and by this time other pecple were stirring around upstairs. _Talking about
southern hospitality! Well, the people uf Cleveland, Chio bended bacRkwards <l
for us. The weather was a little warmer, but it was_raining. Breakfast was
scrved. The time was 9:4Sem. The telephone reng and sameone at the church \
reminded Mrs. Moore that they'd be picking us up at 10:15am: we were picked ~—
upaabout lo:45am and drkven to Fidelity Baptist Chureh where the final meeting
of the Convention was to be held.

We arrived at the church at llam Sunday worship had begun and Susie
Ruffin of MFDP was speaking: She also told of the harrassment of police and
members of KKK brutality, and of how her civil rights were violated (nothing
new to Negroes). After she was through spc\uking, Rev. Younger introduced the 4
members of the B.D.S. projects: They were from (Kentucky), Chicago, (Detroit), &
Boston, Mass., California, New Jersey, (Mississippi), Pennsylvania and Baltir~---:
we were given a standing ovation. Then the Rev. Younger preached his serm~
and his Text was called "Dominion” and explained that this word Domini: )
broken down to the lay-man language meant God's Given Power.- He closed b
by saying that all of this God given power did not mean for men to abu.c
use and use it for his own evil and sinister goal for greed and graft. Bu.

instead, to those who possess that pover to lead his people righteously, ~ - .- ?
all men a& brothers, Black, White, Yellow, Red, Brown, to organize the - . ~izh p
educated, the depressed to come together. We are all God's children. a

congregation then Joiged hands and sang We Shall Overcome. The Church .. -.~_

then came to a close with the singing of the hymn "Who is on the Lord".- Fox. "

By this time it was lpm. The SDS grassroot groups met downstairs, where
luncheon were being served, ham, potato salsd, cole slaw,and baked sweet-
potato fileed hungry tummies, followed by Jello for dessert. It seemed to be >
more than 200 people sitting at the table. At this time a short farewell 4 }
meeting was called. Prople summed up their talk, telling how they felt, through - §
the work shop experiences shared with each other. And I shared everyone's : %
opinion that the poor negro and whites common enemies are the politician,
the need for better housing, employment involving higher incomes and better Job
opportunities, and a Welfare program staffed by people who know and who live
with poverty and who merely exists hand to mouth. People applauded the cooks
end assistances who prepared the food. Outstanding highlight of this meeting was
the praise and honor that were bestowed bo the staff meabers of (S.D.S.) S
Students for a Democratt¢ Society. Paul Potter, president of SIS accepted the -
honor, stating that SDS shares the grieviances of the communities end felt thet - 2 =5
they are a part of the pecple united to make a progressive change. - >

At this point Jesse Allen of N-C.U.P. asked pecple to write to Mrs.

Ida Brown and to tell her that she is not alone in her fight. " People toov: .
Mrs. Brown's address and said that they will support her. The last tu~ . .~
wounded up the conferance by safing: Quote: Mrs. Susie Ruffin: Iet's o ..
more Freedom Party movements and not Freedom Clubs unquote.” And Mrs. L._ =~ -
Blackwell, asked us not to feel sorry fof-the people in /Mississippi, but -
instead, she urges us Negroes and poor whites in the North to organize e an® —“ifse
ourselves in dominion and make America truly “ The land of ‘the free an® - el

of the brave for every man.” . .
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Trip Home

There 1s no end: By now it was 3:20 pm. Bhe big bus had rolled v,
curb. Everyope were shaking hands, kissing, end saying a fond farewell, a '
or two running down the cheeks, black men and black wamen, white men and wh- .o
women together, and now, we were leaving, going back to the many cities r s wates
E to tell what had taken place at she convention. And sc, we boarded the . ina
| down pour of blinding snow, and whipping cold wind. And as the bus sl !

% 1 lad avay. T said to myself, Thank ycu God, We shall overcome. =
“

Ml
Harry Essannason LAt
. Newark, New Jersey
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