ERAP NEWSLETTER

451 Iudley St,, Sosten, Mass, 02119 .. Noverber B, 1565

CLEVELAND AN-WERS ATTACK

On Friday, Octcber 24, the Clevelard Flain Dealer published zn article
claiming that students in SIS, SNCC, and YSa were beatniks, arrcgart, and sloppy,
as well as irmerzl; Alice Aarcns, present chairman of the Cleveland community
unicn, wrcte this letter to protest the attack,

TR

To Mr, Themas Vail, Editor, Cleveland Flain Dealer: G
- - \
N

hs editcr of a paper I find that you 21low your reporters tc give cne-sided
and weighted pictures of the news, :

The case that I find most predominate is the cne-sided ideas on SDS, SNCC,
and Y3A (Cleveland Plain Dealer, Sun,, Oct, 24 ), Of SNCC and Y34 I can say
nothing first hand, But I have knocwn many cof the ycung people asscciated with
SDS in Cleveland, and I have met a few from other cities,

I do not find them:.

1, Eeatniks: a few of the fellos wezr beards, does this mzke them slovenly?
Some of thé girls have long hair -- so what?

2, Arrogant -- I associated with people of this organizatien (50S) freely,
and have yet to be told - this is'sc —- ygu must accept what I say. Which is
what ycu seem to say in your paper, kr, Vail.

3. Slopoy — Does cne have to wear a
suft or a cocktail dress to be neatly
attired? Not in my took! |

Irj thi- 1350¢ ..

1, Cleveland answers Plzin Dealer
attack cn SIS i p.l

2, War cn Poverty - articles frem

Bosten and Newark, PeJ

3. A Boston welfare mother di;cussea
the welfare system P&

4, Two peems by Yvorne Fuelas p,.5

5. Thoughts from Bosten on staff. p.6
&, Lel-tter from Cairs P.7

7e E'.Rn? and the newsletter p.8
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4, orgies -- I have never seen
them drurnk or smoke weed or use
the needle, As for their sex ha-
bite I really can't say sinceI
den't sleep with any of them,

These are just z couple of
things I find woong with your pa-
per Mr. Vail,

Your Job 1s to publish the
news -- both pro and con. It's

‘. nnt your jJob yo say that these peo-

ple -- some of which are students
in different colleges -- are 2sso-
ciated with communists, trouble-
makers and draft dodgers, withoub
the other side of the story.

Why 1s 1t so wrong for them
to be vocal in their feelings on
Viet Nam? 1It's supposed to be 2
free country and this istheir ver-
ogztive. Where would this country
be now if all of the ploneers hadn't
volced theilr opinions?

I feel that many young men do
not want to go to Viet Nam but they
don't want to go to jJall so they
Join the army. They come home
mz2imed, blinded endimpaired for life
able barely to exist on the stipend
the Government feels 1s adequate
for them to 1live on. This 1is sup-
posed to be honorable, but 1s 1p?
Is this & sultable way for our boys
to be treated even if they do go to
war Mr. Vail? Why do so many fi-
gure how to get deferments allowed
for students if the war 1s so ne=
cegsdary -- why don't they fight?
The poorer class has no choice,
they ‘can't go to college so bhey
fight. These are things you know
Mr, Ball but you don't publish
this,

Mr. Eisenhower sald in his
speedh "What do you know?" =--well
what do we know. Maybe the reports
from Viet Nam are warped like your
news, Mr, Vail. Maybe the people
we're fighting aren't commmnists. |
Maybe the vietnamese people don't
really want us therg meybe this
War for Peace is not really a War
for Peace but a war to benefit the
businessman's pocket. :

Do you helieve also ‘that they
(sD3) "aliin1d have kepl quiet about

answer o atfack - ot |

- e i

the West Abbey Rd. playground, Mr.l'ﬂjﬁf$
yail. . I suppose youdo then the L

" “¢1ty eould have kept the ‘money and

used 1t for something more impors !
tant like-- B new road or new of- :
fice equipment or perhaps a new )
car for our dear city officials. /.

Do you feel they are wrong to
encourage people to volce thelr
feelinge in this "People's"(?)
country, Mr, Vail? Well, I too,
feel that they shouldn't encouragé
the people to vote and fight for-
the candidate of their-- the Peo-
ple's -- choice to win.

These queriea are not only 1r
the minds ofthe responsible colleg
student who has something besides
dating, fraternitles and sorori-
ties, end other trivialitées on
their minds., They are the queries -
on the minds of many of the older
generation, too.

Give credit where credit 1s
due, Mr, Vall if you aren't that

.big at least give the venefit of 1

the doubt, Get out and get the
news =- get Both sides of the
story. Hoping to see more news
on both sides of the story in
your paper, ’

Alice Aarons

“‘neighborhcod, =

‘War on —povqrf‘y —15 -
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This article was printed in
the Newark Community Union Mews,

As you may know, the People's
Actlion Group is the name of the
Anti-Poverty program in our area,
Poor people are supposed to be able
to use the anti-poverty program to
get some of the things we have been
needéng for so long -- and poor
people are supposed to be running
the program. But we have had a bit-
ber fight to make sure that this
really happends. And we have not
vet won this fight. The PAG meets
every month at 188 Badger Ave. If
you have been to a meeting you know
that they azre sometimes hard to un-
derstand because of a2ll the argu-
ments that go on, But we must keep
in our minds that there 1s a chance
for peor people to win control and
to get some of the money that Pre-
sident Johnson sald they should be
getting. We don't know if he meant
that -- but we do mean 1t! i

We have already handed in a f-
fine proposal for a recreation cen-
ter in our nelghborhood. BEut now
the higher-ups say that we will not
get the proposal passed in Wash.
unlesa we get ourselves & PAG Board
of Trustees,., Wemust elect poor
pecple to this Board. 2
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The law that set up the War
on Poverty says that it should be
run with "maximum -feastble parti-
cipation" of poor people. In New-
ark, people in Clinton Hill have
been worklng with NCUP to make sure
that $hey really have a say in what
goes on -- they have been elected
to the area War on Poverty board,

and are writing up proposals for w g

)
le and Bliticians

War en Peverty. They mid that the

peor peeple ceuld werk fnr the

pregram, but they weren't suppesed

te make any gfgisions about what

theprogram dfd, They wanted the-
federal- government to make that In—
to a rule.

At the same time, the erticle
sald that there was talk about cut-
ting down the amount of money the
government zllows for "community
action programs”". This kind of
reaction 1s happening all over the
country- the polltlcians are find—
ing out that if the people have =
spme power, they can't keep tellirg
them what to do. '

In Boston this summer, there
were elections for neighborhood VWa
on Poverty boards, People from tle
Dudley Street Actlom Center parti-
cipated in those electlons, and
people were elected who ‘really had
ideas about letting the whole nigh-
borhood plan what to do-with War o
Poverty money.

But the people the Mayor ap-
ointed to be on the City Board

what they would like to seenin theirjiqn't give the people in the neigh

Last week-there was an article
in the Neéw York Times which said t
that the Newark politicians were -
complaining, because poor people
had toomuch comtrol over Neyar?'q

- ‘page

borhoods any helpful information
to help draw up plans. Now we've
found out that they have submltted
to Washington a plan which would
give control of all the War on
Poverty money spenmt in Boston to
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BOSTCGN WAR ON POVERTY- continued

this city board- that would mean
that nome of the neighborhood
preups could set up iny programs
that this board didn't approve.
They say that's UK, because there
are some poor people on the city
beard-= but they are outnumbered
by people the Mayor appointed!

The plan comepletely by- pass |
es the nice "democratic structure"
they set- up, fThey didn't even let
the neighborhood boards see it un-
til i1t was already in Washington.

People in the nelghborhoods
are gettinz ready to protest this
plan. They are writing up thelr
own propoz2als, to get them to Wash-
ington before this plan 1s adopted
gince the plan saye no new money
can aome dnto Boston for a year af-
ter 1t 1s passdd.

In Boaton and in Newark, we -
are fighting to make the War on Po-
verty live up to what 1t says- to
keep the politiclans from taking if
over and making it just anotber "a-
gency" coming into poor néighir-. -
googs and telling the people what

o do,

_On the Welfare nghgm

by Mery Murphy

The theory benind A.D.C. (Ald
tv Dependent Children) is a good
sound one. It 18 beneficlal not
only to the recip#ent, but alsc to
the Soclety as a whole, which 1is
America.- In our culture, and posst
bly all educated cultures, the fap
ily unit "is the basis for a strong
stable end productive socilety. And
the country cdefinitely reflects
the wea¥mess of that family situa-
tion. - .

And because of this knowledge
there come about a specific branch
of Welfare to aid dependent chil-
dren with financial assistance and
more,. to the mother of these chil-
dren, to enable her to discharge
her grave responsibility to her
fullest capacity. In doing so, sk
serves a two- fold purpose: (1) sle
insures the country of- productive,

. : page 4,

. e .'(
self- reliant, Belf- supporting 61

cltizens; (2) the mother 1s ful-
£11ling her mozt ‘.portent and
satisfying role, ‘'hereforg she s
a more ueeful and productive citi-
zen herself- SHappiness 1s what
makes America). This 1is the beau-
tifi, sound theory of A.D.C. The
hypoerisy 1s that 1t 1= ouly theory
nat reality.

The reason for thie 1s simple
enough: without the proper teols’
one carnct perform well, if at all
Money is the tool of motherher’ -
money that bu$s material g->dg for
the child's welfare, focd for his
growth, housing for his safeiy and
erotional securlty; lelsure money
for his educationzl needs ard feei-
ing of sell- esteem. Famlly 1life
is that which glves the future gen-
eration a code of value to llve bw
The values which thls countyy was
built on cannot be instilled in
children of welfare reciplents.Fe?
children iearn by imitation. With-
out tools, I cannot instill respect
Justice, intezrity, self- esteem-
Just as the farmers cannot giow
without 2 plow and the doctor tzm-

' not operate without.instruments.

And people in these and cther prso-
fessions would not perform wlthouf
adequate payment, nor would they
be expected to, -\

To a mother, payment 1s see-
ing her children grow straight, -/
strong, and hzppily. And some un-
harassed time to spend with them
which comes form the securéty of
having an adequate and stable in -
come.,

M.A.%.(MotBers for Adequate
Welfare) is an association which 1y
hoping to put into the hands of
mothers the proper tools with vwich
to mold the next generations of cit
izens by petitioning the welfare
institutions to see how lnadequate
our eulpment ie. -

M.A.W, 18 not a group of mo-

thers turned etorm trooperc, but “\c

law- abiding citizens who made =
tragic error in picking a Mfe-iong
mate, and now are paying the price
and taking their punishment-thro::h
their most vulnerable spot-- their
children. We all know that it is
rehabilitation, not punlshment,
that cures. .

Thie ls what Poston mothers

i

ggate tonls, logically it should

“welfare | cont - ' ™

on welfare want: highey rent budgets, leisure moneyfor cl-1ldren;
trznsportzticn money, phone call allowances, more clotiiing allowances
for ezsler access to material goods, and an increzse in the family
Tood budgeb, when and only when these items are obtained will we begh
to see a chenge 1n welfare. Until then we might as well expect more
weIfare eclients and 1l2ss gcod results, because-when there are not ade-
follow that adequate performanc
#ill be had, But I do think it is a shame that themmoyhers have to
see that walfare 1s run properly when the social worlkers are paid for
just such work, So with the gretefully accepted help of the students
w2 w1ll meke welfare into a beneficial institution,

POEM% by Yvonne Ruelas,
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in 2 chabby house znd listen to _the crickets chearps

oy *.nr‘;

heer 1 sit in a shabby houce and listen to the crickets chearps

and my {oucet 1s leaking and the children 1s asleep a2nd 1 am left aone
to sit out the long night waitin to hear a2 baby cry, 1 can't sleep
becauze i know that sooh he will wake up and 1 have to fix a milk bott2
1 am now concentrating on the unpald bills and the due gas bill,

today was the dézdline to be in the cold but so fir nothing has hzppen,
tomorrow 1 will sit in the cold and the children will be cold and

my heart will be broken, 1 will be crying but .they wont see me

becauze 1 will be crying in the inside, and my heart will be sayin: n
prayer that soon the bill will be paid, 1 will be crying because
tomorrow my child will go to a2 shabby school and the lesson will be ol“
and wadie add she will think that she 1s smart and the teacher llkes kv
and 1 will ery again, because she 1s so sweet and unwlse, tomorrow 1
will take a walk and look at the running waters by the lake and enjoy
muself because 1 know the lake wont have to cry like 1 do, it wont be
promized love and money and happiness, 1t has everything the stillnesc,
the colmnegs of the waves, its smarter than me, 1 have to_cry, and hope
and cay maybe and kuow thelr Js no tomovrow of coimnees .

peaple

people lots of people, things different things, talk, not about thelr
probles, about mine 1 see alot of things, more things, much more thinzg
1 see clear for the first time 1 know how bad off 1 am, 1 feel it,

i still feel it, more and more, 1 hear things not what 1 have been
h=aring, everything looks good but not on my side, everybody goes
places "different places have fun, but not the kind 1 am use- to, "good
wine, good booze, good eats, good places, good cloths, good money,
plenty money, said to me 1 am 211 right, 1 still feel something. .1t .
‘hurts, real bad, but 1 still here 1 am doing fine, but 1 see differc:t
thing, gcod things 1 dont have, 1 hear 1 am not happy with this, bPu
st111 they have it, not letting 1t go, cant seem to do without, now 1
am thinking; really thinling,wheve am 1, 1s 1t true, whatvthey say,

1s the old teenique coming back, what Js 1%, is 1% pcople?




The white community 4s eecure{ e
It supports the establishment which
in return supports them., % Thus, to

over dinner, 2nd not wait to callb
* a formal meeting, &nd go to the
trouble of getting everjone togethe: .

‘ [3>C)€i1ic)f] ) ng—C:Lé:t:?. i ; < o F;léerﬁ (:23_fr"(3

. have Just been making some changes
in staff 1living arrangements, which
grew cut of a2 disecussicn sbout what
it means for an "organizer" to make
a long-term commitment to the ~
nelzhborhood. -

The decision made was for the
staff, which now lives in two big
apartments, to split up into groups

’ - People on the Eostcn project  If péople 1live in all different

places, then decisions can only be
made when we decide to make decl-
slons, and everyone will have a
more or lesz equal chance of being
there, .

The same thing zoolies, not
only to making decisions, but to
the sense of community that exists
around a project--peonle felt that

Cairo. The silent, forgotten
praject 1s gasping its last breath.
George Grzham, who has been with
the project since its founding, is

make any gains we will have to buck
the establishment azll-the way down

the line, This we can dd! We can’ -

pressure and pressure, subtly (i.e.
building,a true community soirit

pulling out. That leaves two staff of the poor people which we szre
members; I am down here on the "working towards now) or overtly
Antiloch work/study program and will (demonstrations)., 'We have a lawyer
be pulling out to return to college; ip Chicago who 15 willing to set

the other iz going to the ERAP na-

up an assistant down here to tzke

tional conference, where, if he
doesn't receive support, he will
qult Cairo and go on to another

. of twoe end threes and take other  the students, living together in
apartments, or move in with people 12 group, based thelr community
in the community. partly on thzt shared experience,

complaints i1f we gcan get the neonle
to complain., - ?
And lastly, let is not be

. It was felt that if the studentso that full participation in 2.t ; project. Thus Freedom House will  forgotten that this is 2 southern
organizers can have z lonz-term was very much harder for someone ° close, Ve cannot let this happen. town, The psychologlcal effect

£t this time we are holding in of having a progressive town on

role 1in the community, they have to who could not live "on the project.
ot Y abeyance the initilation of 2ll new the borders of the South would

become 2 part of the community-- * One rezl problem involved In
the place wherc they live in the feelinz of community which we projects because we cannot handle crack the impenetrable facade of
Roxbury has to be their home. We are trying to create, 1s how to the situation alone. Ve are stran- hate and fear, and would even
found thzt in Bozton, the big keep this community zn ooen thing, ded. The only things that we can make Wallace wonder if Alabama

apartments with six or eizht people 2nd not make 1t the basis for handle under these conditions are  was safe, The following 1s 2 -
each werc so crowded, chaotic, excluding people who are not 2 personzal welfare and soclal secu- ducte from the St. Louls Post-

public, messy, ctc., ete., that part of it. Living as we have, rity problems, pollce complaints, Dispatch by a klavern leader,
people Zidn't feel that they had differently and separately from and generzl problems brought up airo 1s the Klan's strong moint
any place to go to relax. the rest of the peoole.in the : 7 Dby the pecple. We atre direction-  in Illinois." They need 1t. The
£lso, the place where you livedcommunity, tended to create this ; o less., . establishment 1s scared, The
was "the project'--go you felt closed kind of community. o di We have the impression down secure whites who drive by with
like you were (or ghould be) or-. We'd 1like to hear what other i () here that the general concensus of their windows up from white enclave
ganlzing 211 the time, The result projects think zbout these ideas-- .Y/ ERAP opinlon would have us close  to white enclave are scered. The
L.of this 211 was to put =0 much if they have found any of the i . down. We cznnot. ILet me Justify  poor .Negro has hope. But this
| pressure on people that they same problems in their sttemots 4 our existence and why wee must hope 13 becoming cynilcal hope
A" couldn't work well ary of the time, to work out a rezl znd healthy continue, reedom House 1g the. because 1t 1s zbout to be snatched
o 11 and thouzht a lot about leaving the place for themselves in the sole flicker of freedom flashing away from them, We cannot fail,
"project”--not because they wanted nelghborhood. in this town. We cannot let this If anyone is willing to grow 2

_ﬁ\‘ - to stop organizing, but because ember dle. Freedom House 13 a little hungrier, a little colder,
% tkey wanted to get out of that festering, latent sore in the slde 3 1ittle dirtier--to fight for
th damn housze. of the estzblishment which is freedom a little harder, nlease

; dedicated to the absolute preser- come down, The people of Cairo
vation of the status quo. This 13 need us., It iz imperative.
| the most southern of all ERAP Lets knock the hell out of the
! projects; thus the establishment establishment. Let's let them .
| iz more rigid than elsewhere and ¥now that we are alive znd
completely dominated by the white kicking, and not to be laugheg — .
psyche. £s 2 cop who picked me down, Democracy not hypocracy.
up told me, "We got the worst bunch prrrLoM
of niggers in the whole world;
most of them azre on welfare and the
rest are no good." .
Unemployment is high, about
ten times the stated natlonal ave-
: " rage, and, 28 18 to be expected, !
! the Negro ie the last hirecd and
first fired, . d
- There 18 much police bruta-
1lity. It is, in fact, incredible

There 13 annther aspect to
the whole thing, in terma of the
relatiorship of the staff to the

- community., To be part of the

\ / .\) nelghtorniood, Bome people felt that

ifvvj _you should live 1ike the other

Ly people irn the neighborhoocd.  This

W i1s especially important from the
point of view of how people par-

— ticipate in the project. The way
it was tefore, community people
worked hard and thouzht about what
the project was 'doing, but the real

;j.line that set off the ztaff from

- ||| the others was the fact of living
|/I"together,

! This meant that "the project"
and the ceclsions made were much

more accesalble to the student staff how ruthlezsly and inhumanly thene
than to the other pecple in the
community--you could decide things e vork,.

.

i
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i f neo-Neanderthals approach thelr
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ERAP nrojects, like SDS che=-ters, often face the criticlsm thet
they zre not seriouazly interested in changing things, that they
are nct eonseiously -~olitical. Projccts do inove slowly and uncer-
tainlv but not, I think, because of lack of serlous commitment.

Rather, it seems to me that many ERAP neonle don't think
carefully enough about what changes they want, and exnect to
N i accomnlish, My argument 1s not that we don't have a rarticipatory
| blueorint for the future: 1t 1s that we don't hzve much of 2n
b 1dea of what day-to-day "organizing' means in terms of what
,} snecifically will come of it. Is all the work 2im-1y trying £
find or create radicals -- to bulld a movement nure anf sim~ie --
| or i= 1t to zchieve definite short-run gains? (I don't think the
g t;o ar§ as nececssarily connected as most FRAP neonle seem to
" think.

tnyway, I should exnlain how I arrived at this theory. We i :
Fuston don't get many articles for the FRPP newsletter. Oone initia’
—— resnonse_to this_1s to consider abolishing the newsletter entire s

- ) . ? -

o
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- news/etter, cont : h

what should be® £ third answer might be that things ha~-en’
'slowly "and there Just -isn't that much to write sbout. My only
resoonse to this is that neonle should begzin to .think about why
things hannen slowly and whether this is good or bad, inevitable
or changeable. i
To sum un by an examnle: the Hoboken neonle, for instance, seem _
to be doing different kinds of things nartly becazuse their ideas
of possible short-term goals are different. The kind of
newsletter they might want to see would differ from one Chicago

or Cleveland might want.

People can say we Jjust don't have time to think about the
Newsletter", but that in one sense 1s to say that there isn't time
to think about other FRAP -~rojects at all. Yet I think that most
people's 1deas of whaft they're doing demand some kind of natinnal
link-uo if they're golng to have broad nolitical meaning at z)l.

‘T think the problem 1s that people haven't discussed and clarifierd

what their day-to-day gozls are and this don't see the relevance
of talking to other FRPP nrojects excent as friends.

1f neonle don't see a need for it, why continus to ~ut 1t out
The answer 1s that 1f the Newsletter dicn't exist it would have tn
be invented. ©Peonle before long woul” comnlain zbout the lack of
communication between nrojects and would decide to have 2
Newsletter to correct this. But what do you do if you have 2
newsletter and there still isn't enough communicati~n because
notody sends things in? )

One renly 1s that you badger neonle. This has been done ad
infinitum. Another 1s that you write stuff yourself. This we're
doing. # third 1s that you try to figure out why -eo-~le con't
send stu®f in. Then you bring that ~roblem out in the o-en znd
discuss 1t,

Now, my analysis is fairly simnle, maybe because I'm not really in
. # . a nosition to know. I think that if neonle knew what theg wanted
to find out from a newsletter they'd write things, as this
recinrocal obligation is basic to any community. If they knew
fairly snecifically.what they were trying to do znd why they
could or couldn't do 1it, they'd want to comnare notes ---they's
know what they wanted from z newsletter. The lack of this 1s
why I wonder if neonle think carefully about their goals an”
Btrategy.’ - :

There are a counle of ~ossible answers to this argument. One 1s
that the Newsletter doesn't serve that functlon: things like
Liberation (with Hayden's article on the “ar on Poverty) and
Studies on_the left do it. But then what function does the
Newsletter serve? Another 1s that neople are too busy with what
_they're doing to write and read as much aa they should. This
may be an adequate descrlnilon of what 1s, but does it describs

contd nextp

--d -G’r’sr.u.ssg'on' from “HosTown —-

Uther onlnlons welcomes

John Case
MNewsletter staff
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