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1 . 4 . ; "~ This issue is small becsuse, ss the letter from the ¥ewysletter =~ ..

: : ; etaff printed below explains, we hzven't received any materizi avout
whal projects are doing. As the letter scve, we cannot put out a News-'.
letisr on 2 regular basis If we Zon't get this msterial; so people
should expect issues in the future only when they tegin to write
things, g : y - > s

The .three letters ‘from Foston sre an stis==nt to glve pecple an idez
o whst's golng on in that project. Wothers for fdsguate Welfare plans-
Ll . - 2 Zzrge dezonstration 2t the Conzissioner's office Monday (Jan. 17 )5
’ becsuse nothing has been hesrd from hiz in response to Mrs, Bland .
and Mrs. Nickerson's letter. The comzunication from Marya Levenson,
curitien to be sent out to M.A.W.'s malling 1ist, tells pretty much
R . . 2 ~I the £tate the orgsnizstion 1s in; Mzrys will continue the letter
.n “he next i1ssue we put out. Don's plece ie self-explanstory. ~

~f the future we hope to put out larger 1sstes regularly, but this is

Fris »=puseible without reports from projects. Perhaps it would be good for
D ~z:0 functloning project to tell us exsctly where it's =t right now,
N/ | % cet thimgs going agsin. In any event, let us hear frox you.

EXNRS T (OON s Letter to Ifhe

A
‘ . 5 Yothers forl'Adtquzte~Zelfare °-
COiRmzss toner - L& Butland St.
: - i Eoston, Mzss, .
Wed., Jan. 11, 1966

¥r. Williasg Lslly °
Boston Welfere Department
Eavwkins 5t. .
Boeton, liass.

Dear ¥r, L=lly:

You have Just refused to see mothers from M.A.¥W. (Mothers for
#degquate Welfsre), We want you to ask for a state survey -of Boston -
rents paid b?_vélf§?§_iothé?3?'ani'H‘E;éEIal'réht_Exdéptlbn_frbd'thef
state budget for 'Boston recipients.
.%We feel we are exsrcizing our rights as citizens to ask you to
perforz the duties of the office to which you ere zppointed. The
: Public /ssistznce Menual ststes "if a compunity feels that the maxipum 3
, - £ allouance for houses, apartzents, or rooms is too low in relation to Py
3 i . locsl conditions, z survey by board of public welfare submitted to
- . z ) i the Departoent throught the District Office will be the basis for the
‘. B ; ' ; > . Vs ) % 'coq{d’fw\-
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deterzinatlon of a _ceiling fcr'tﬁe comsunity. ansulatadt services
in thils Zrea are avalilable froz the Departaoent.

- . . Er. Victor J, Yevwton, Massachusetts Director of ¥Welfare

‘for Boston, told MAW represeatstives that everycne knows that

" the rent allowsnce of. §65-%80 get ty the state tudget 1s inadeguate

for:Bcston. e suggested that Boston request z state survey of its
rents 2nd 2 speclal excdeptio=m froa the state bulget. Forty other
ccopuriies heve used this means cf petition 2ad won more money for
rent =llowonces .from the state, 45 5
Ycu, howéver, aaid-personally to FAY representztives that you

- zre pe=erlegs, 2nd you later dirsctly refused io ssk for 2 rent
‘exception fron the st~te budgst,
Hude, ¥Mr; Lally,

Could it e thzt you czre more about not tolnering
tzxzpayers then 'the fact that welfore reciolents c2rnot ezt prpperly
tecause they must usze their food money to poy for rents? Such concern
or. your pert seexsz especially stronge to us since the finzneclal rellef
wcrld come from the state. ) - i
¥2ny of uz wers once tzxpayers 2c0d do not vz2at to 234 to the
sky-nign taxes 1n the city.  out reases in rents 22ke 1t almost
izpossible for us ¢to live in the i'ew Zoston., ¥We know that 2n locrezse
in.rect allowances v1ll not solve =1l the problezs of wWelfere recipi-
ents. ¥e have sleo asked you to pudlis® tne welfsre rules znd regu-
lotions so thot 211 reciplents will know their rights and responsibil-
itles. Ve ore tircd of being dependent on workers and han’outs.
¥e want to set up é2y core centers staffed by welfare mothers znd
tetter educatlon progrzzz zo thst 1 will be essler for zome of-us
to ge4 Jobs. 3ut the most vital thing to us right now 1is the [
i1ssue of nore rorey for rent. This is a necessity for us. : |
¥e hope you w11l reconsidier your answer to our petition.

Fe
e

Sincerely,

Toris Eland

Gertruds ¥, Mickerson .
fer Mothers for Adenuzte ¥Felfare

Dear Frilends, ~
Community Actlon Project in New Brunswick does not have any full-time
staffl woikers at thedpresent time, we are concerned that the oroject
may hzve to close if staff workers are not obtzlned soon.

The project hzs been orzanized for 2. year znd 2 half and some things
have been achieved which leazd us to believe thzt contlnued activity
1s desirable. . -

Conditions in New Brunswick zre similar to those in other citles
where projects azre operatinz. Any staff worker cominz to C.L.P. will
not feel strange to the kind of zction needed..The community neonle
involved will help in whatever ways possible, We hone with 211 singer—
1ty you will give this some consideration and that you will resnond
to our plea. fnyone Zntusested in working with the oroject we woul
be obliged 1f they could begin near the first of the year if nossible.
Contact me at this address: 196 George St.

; ) New Brunswick, New Jersey 78971

. Sincerely,
Mr=. Ethel Rosser

“e do not undsratand such an.ctti=- 2-..
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Dear heobers of MAR: -

Our mailing list of peoplc who Were once involved in hAW or the
fight for suplus food is so long that it is 4mpossible to visit every-
one cnd explein in detail what is going on. At -long last, there is

.2 great deal golng on, and we want to tcll those who stopped coming -
" to nmeetings because nothing was being accomplished. ’

First, we were nsked to come in and organize mothers in the
South Znd. We found that these mothers were ready to organize them-
selves and needed very little help from us. There'is a regular
group of 20-30 mothers: that meets every other week, cnd have been

.doing most of the work:on MAW's new canpaign to ralse the rent al-

" lowznce., They have been offered an office by the South £nd House,
and 2re leasing it for ¢3.00 a month. By next month, they hope to
be able to afford o telephone. - The mothers themselves are going to
keep the office open, and a2t long last hope to do some of the things
like putting out a reguler newsletter, starting o day care center,

a thrift shop, and that fomous "welfare book of rights". As o fat-
ter of fact, we're going to founmdntions to ask them to give us money

" to put out the book of rights, since the Welfare Department has
stated that they have neither the interest nor the ability to do so.

liot ‘so nuch is happening at the Dudley Street Action Center.
hany of the older MAW mothers were really tired out after the months
it took to get surplus food, and are now discdurnged with what they
fought so hard to get. Others became disappointed when - SDS stu-
centz that they had become close to left at the end of the summer or
went back to school. Still others had their hends full working on
(iperation Exodus or Mel Kinz's campaign. 1t is to these mothers
that this letter is addressed, We are learning very slokly by our
mistakes, but we have changed a 1little and want to tell you how.
First, we are not encouraging more students to come onto our staff.
We have decided to hire community people whenever possible. Eut be-
cause mothers and other comnmunity people have financicl responsibili-
ties and cannot work as volunteers. the way students can, we have to
do some real fund-raising before we can take on this responsibility.
We've befun to do this by writing out a War on Poverty proposal and

' contacting foundations for big grants, But it will certainly be a
while before the money etarts rolling in. _

But why have we decided to discourage students from coming in,
except as part-time helpers eround a core of community people? hany
of you know that the students who belong to SD3 are very interested
in samething they call participatory democracy. They really want
people to te in and mnke the decisions that affect their lives,

That neans that they do not think MAW's ections should be decided

by welfare workers, the mayor of the city, . Eut they

found that only blg declsions were made et meetings, All the count-
less little; important daily decisions were made-by-the staff for —

%AW, Part of this was because the staff did not know how to involve

part of this was the fault of the
mothers, who were too shy or too lazy or-too involved in other prob-

llems to rezlly work for an organization., In any case, the "community

"of love"™ at the Action Center was too often between a student and a
comnunity person, too rarely between one mother and another., That

is probably why no care of HAW exists at the Action Center now.
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This is why we are trying to have mothers take over ;rom the begip—
ning at the South End, ’

But certainly the structure of MAA s not the only reason peo

le stopped comi to peetings, :
fnss diggussed. Eget er they were led-by students or mothersﬁo 2:z§
of the time was taken up with petty individu=l grievagces. i
‘program of sction was suggested after the surplus foo gg:padscided
Even when the idea of a rent campaign started, many motii s denids
1t was not worth all the effort=-to change so small ?2ki emabcut e
whole lousy system; 1 think there was too little th Eswork A
to chanme the whole system, do something big, or at lcas b
more than one item at 2 time, A rent campalgn, or-a campalgowed ine
change the ruling about the age :f tliegizimi:c children a

to the housi rojects io good to brinz

zhe nerve tonghgllgnge Lally end the systez, 3ut I d? Egtn;hizkis
these single issuc campaigns satisfy older membersi ke 1548 .
time to branch out'into_othcq_issucs. One would ?e ;’g;:c swg. i
cated type of politics on a-much rmore bagic level! e Iips -
should initlate 2 national campaign to changs some practicej :

the fact that mothers arc now responsible for collecting suppor

ertaln
money from thelr husbands. This practlcc makes checks very unc rta :.

tends to keep apart husbands and wives, and is a tr;m?ndous waste of
effort for the courts. {To be continued.

--=-harya Levenson

NEW WORK--

< f ing
In Boston one of the latest new organizing efforts is be
put into organizing high school studcnts in the Boston Area. ngégn_
is taking the form of thrce major drives. Onc with avsro;pdiv151°n
agers that make up the frcedom sccurity council, the ;Out'ith 1050
of S.C.L.C., that split from the local chaptcr. AnOtﬂcf,df b kads
from St. Ann's church in Roxbury, and the third with boys froz

ton Technical High School in Dorchcster.

Tnere will probably be threc major arcas of approach:
: a) the Delano and Waltham strikes
b) Victnan study anﬁlsemignrhgio:ps
Frcedom schools and cholr
I thgieasge :gy projects that have donc similar orsanizlng. _
would they pleasc Don Halfkenny, carec 9{ the Dudley St. Act o:asgn
ter, c/o Boston Regional SDS, 1785 Cambridge St., Cacbridge, &

: : "y y" test scheduled
What's happening with the "War on Poverty" pro B
for the 25th ogpFebruary? Eoston has held off froo any furtheg :i
ganizing until it hecars from the othcer projccts on the state o e
protest in their arcas, and Af thc protest is a real thing in pco-
ple's minds, If so, please cocmunicate (through thc Newsletter so
' other people can know too).

--==Don Halfkenny

One“of the reasons Was what the meet-

w members and give them

1 - = - e

FROM z_'f}ze,-Sm FF

=y Hardly -any articles or corrcspondencc or project newsletters or
- | anrthing has been sent to the Newsletter in well over a month, We
[, |are beginning to wonder whether it's just a communications problen
\ )/ or therc isn't anything to say. Arc there projects that arc doing
N tnings? 4Ye heer rumors--we heard thet the Oaklarnd projcct closcd
down, then re-opcnod--but no one froc Oankland cver wrotc about vhy,
or what hzppencd. We heard that some people in Chicogo arc working
with tcenoge kids, but ther's no way for other pcople to learn from
thelr cexperience, or to find out what's going or ‘there. zoston pco--
rlec don't know.what'!s heppening in liewarls, kow Haven, Clevcland, etc.
=-2r even whore therc arc still projects., .

In Washington in Noverber we got the iopresston that there was
going to te 2 nationel conforcnce and srotest akout the lar on Fover-
tr, and that people werc ¢folns to be travelling, telling, end writ-
ing about it. We don't ¥row if thils is roally going to happen, or
how pezonle in different citics fecl etout it.

A1 of this makes us suspecct that poople in sther projects
Frobebly don't have ruch of a2 feeling avout what's Boing on around
the country cither, unless thcy happen to have fricnds working in
cther ecitics. ' i
] If mcople sharc cur sensc of frustration, and fcel the sane

ned €2 know vhat's golng on in tho rest of ZHAF, they hove to make

o sormitizent to let other people know whet they're doing. And also
what thoy're thinking--the Feusletter nnz teen usced os a channel for
Giscussion in the past, but very irregnlicrly. FPzople have to writc,
especlally through the Newslotter,

We want ‘to kecp puttinz out the ERAP Newsletter--we still fecl
that 1t's izportant. £ut this can only partlyr sclve thc lzrger.
Eroblex of coomunication. Poople travellirzz sround to diccuss the -
dar on Forverty protecst would moke o Big “difference, .c¢ nisc fecl
Lhe nced for o national EBAF zectliing of sonc kind, with at least o’
feur represcentatives from cnch project. Forhaps theo Fubruary. confer-
ence, if it!'s =till on, could providc a vlsce for gencral EHAP dis-
cussion, If not, another notional mccting should be arranged.

e P ! ERAF people have oftern saild that the worls they're dolng only

\ © maXes sense If it's part of a notloncl movezent., Froc hore it looks
Ll as If coc—uniectlions have troken down so nuch that therc isn't a
Q; |\ national covemcnt any sorc.

\\h,// i . Say it ain't so, Joc, say it ain't so.

----Thc ERAP lewsletter Staff
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EYERYONE'S ADC CHECK. #
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